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Calder Wood, East Lothian – Stirling Developments 

Cosmic Park Public Art Project Brief- 14 May, 2026. 

 

Aim: This opportunity is for a permanent sculptural piece/s to be designed and installed 

within a unique green space within the Calderwood Development.  The location referred to 

as the ‘Cosmic Park’ is a circular green space nestled to the South West corner of the whole 

development and boarders onto the edges of the nearby Almondell Country Park. 

 

Background: Calderwood is a significant new housing development, 20 years in the making, 

creating new homes, pocket parks, meandering green walkways and a neighbourhood café.  

Currently within it’s fourth phase of development the area is located within the East Calder 

in the West Lothian region and lies in the lee of the Pentland Hills within the Almond River 

Valley.    

Given its location on top of a natural water table running North from the foothills of the 

Pentlands into the Almond Valley, the name 'Calder' (derived from two Celtic words 

meaning "the well-watered woods") is an apt description describing the Almondell and 

Calderwood Country Park, an attractive natural feature of the area. 

http://www.calderwood.co.uk/ 

 

Why ‘Cosmic Park’? 

The near by Almondell and Calderwood Country Park, is home to a celestial map of the solar 

system carved in the late 1700s, known as the Kirkhill Pillar and is the inspiration for the 

Cosmic Park Public Art Project at Calderwood Development.  The celestial map is situated 

across from the nature reserve’s Visitors Center, this four-sided stone column bears rather 

unusual markings, consisting of a combination of numbers, letters, and various lines. 

The pillar was commissioned by 

David Stewart Erskine, the 11th 

Earl of Buchan (1742 -1829), 

antiquarian, patron of the arts, 

and amateur astronomer. On a 

scale of 12,283.23 miles to the 

inch, the pillar predicts the 

celestial geography as it will 

appear in the sky on May 20, 

2255. It is uncertain why 

Erskine picked this particular 

date, but he may have been 

motivated by the Transit of  

http://www.calderwood.co.uk/
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Venus, which occurs every 125 years and is set to occur in 2255, although not on May 20th. 

During the Transit, the planet Venus is visible from Earth as it passes in front of the sun, 

much like a solar eclipse of the Moon. 

Erskine authorized the monolith's construction in 1776 on his property in Kirkhill House, not 

far from its current location. At Kirkhill, Erskine most likely hosted Benjamin Franklin, with 

whom he was a close friend.  At the time of its fabrication, the planets of Uranus, Neptune, 

and Pluto had yet to be discovered. Over time, the original pillar fell into disrepair and 

eventually collapsed in the 1970’s. It was reconstructed in the late 1980s and moved to its 

present position at Almondell and Calderwood Country Park because Erskine’s younger 

brother, Henry, built Almondell House.   

 

Calderwood Public Art Partnership: This project is funded, managed and commissioned by a 

partnership, with representation from:  Stirling Developments, West Lothian Council – 

Planning and Community Arts, Almondell Country Park Rangers, East Calder Community 

Council, East Calder Community Resources Association (ECCRA).  West Lothian Council – 

Community Arts will be the main partnership contact for the selected artist. 

 

Artist/s Role: 

The role of the artist is to deliver a series of unique artistic interventions inspired by the 

community engagement to be designed into a permanent artwork adapted to the site. The 

artist will take in consideration the written, oral feedback from the community as well as the 

artistic ideas from a short series of creative workshops. The associated workshop series if 

meant to share learning experiences which will be distilled by the selected artist/s into a 

cohesive outdoor artistic experience for people to gather and spend time in the Cosmic Park 

space. 

• The artist will work closely with local people from the area, local schools, stakeholder 

groups and to encourage a collaborative design process. 

• Conduct consultation with the public and with groups who and some directly on site. 

• Create a significant and meaningful public artwork, for permanent display and installation 

that conveys the feeling of the space in agreement with stakeholders. 

• Working closely with appropriate consultants, throughout the design phase to refine the 

final proposal for delivery. 

• Work to suggest suitable use of colours, textures and materials to propose for use on site.  

• Define the usability of the space, considering accessibly for all ages and abilities and also 

considering future uses for civic events, commemorating, group gatherings, appropriate 

musical interventions etc. 

• Select fabricators and materials that will resist, potential vandalism, weather and outdoor 

wear and tear. 
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• Designing should include concepts of Common Ground and local distinctiveness - in 

sensitivity towards local context, the fingerprints of place, custom, tradition and memory. 

• Create a maintenance plan for the site for future care, which may involve community 

participation and tending. 

 

Location:  Map of Calderwood Development Areas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image 1: 

Red Arrow 

shows the 

location of the 

Cosmic Park 

Green Space in 

relation to the 

whole 

development. 

Image 2: 

Cosmic Park – 

Green/ Open 

Space  



4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The site is an 

approximate Oval 

in shape and is 

36m in diameter 

in one direction,  

and 32m in the 

other. 

 

Image 3: 

Blue arrow shows 

location of the 

Cosmic Park in 

drone photo of 

the development. 
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Total Cosmic Park Project Budget: £72,000 Total and is non-negotiable 

 

• The total project budget is £72,000.00 is exclusive of VAT and is non-negotiable. This 

includes all fees for all preliminary design, consultation, participation art workshops, art 

materials, constructions/installation costs associated with the project and any required 

planning applications.   

• The project anticipated breakdown is as follows, this can be reallocated in 

agreement with the artist upon the development of the public engagement plan and project 

design methodology: 

i. Artist retaining Fee for future meetings with advisory group and lead officer for the 

life of the project: £1000 

ii. Artist design time: £5700 (20 Full Days @ £285/ day for an 8 hour day Or it can be a 

combination of full and half days at the given rate i.e. or 30 Half Days for 4 hours a day, or 

any combination as appropriate) – this will also include the 3 early conceptual approaches, 

refined to the final designs to be approved prior to delivery on site. Visual reports are 

anticipated from the artist to enable them to share the development of stage of the work 

via pdf. etc. although additional design platforms/ maquettes are encouraged as may be 

appropriate. 

iii. Art Work delivery – all art materials for fabrications, delivery time for painting and 

workshops:  

1. Engagement workshop series, materials and time: £3350 earmarked as a minimum 

of 10 full days of artist public activities at £270 per day for 8 hour days i.e. £2700 for artist 

time and an additional £650 of the budget apportioned for art materials and all marketing 

and communications, ‘give-aways’ to participants or other materials associated with the 

engagement workshop  

2. All associated fees and costs for Engineers drawings, associated planning application, 

all preparatory ground works, Fabrication costs, installation and landscaping: £58,300 

• Earmarked allocations estimated as: 

• Engineers drawings £2700 

• Planning application: £400 

• Preparatory ground works and final sustainable low maintenance landscaping: £8000 

• Artwork fabrication and installation, all associated fees including transportation and 

/ hire/storage/fencing fees, as may be required: £46,900 

3. Project interpretation booklet/leaflet, as both limited print edition (minimum 100 printed 

copies) and in a digital download format: £1500 - budget includes printing and time 

allocation 

4. Launch event hospitality or other costs: £500 
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5. Contingency: £1650 (to be allocated as may be needed and by prior agreement with 

the advisory group). 

Total Budget:  £72,000.00 +VAT 

 

Anticipated Project Timescales: 
• Consultation participation / inspiration phase: July – September, 2026 
• Design phase                  October – November, 2026  
• Fabrication through to Installation Phase:  December,2026 – March, 2027 
• Completion and Launch:                 April, 2027 

 
Timescales can be flexible/negotiated by prior agreement in writing with the selected 

candidate and the project partnership.  

 

 

 

How to Apply: 

 
1. Application Process: 

There will be two stages to the application process. 
Stage One: all applicants are requested to please submit their expression of interest 
by submitting the full set of required of documents requested below, by email with 
subject heading ‘Cosmic Park Public Art Application’ to: arts@westlothian.gov.uk 
 
A. Letter indicating your interest in this project and why your skills are most 
suited to delivering the project as outlined in the brief. 
B.  A copy of your most recent CV and CV’s of all artists who intend to engage/ 
apply for the project 
C. A Sample Visual Arts Portfolio – minimum of 10 – maximum 20 labelled 
digital images collated within one full document as a pdf.  (Please do not send 20 
separate images as individual attachments to the email, these will not be accepted 
by the email.) 
D. References – 2 reference contacts regarding your work in the community and 
on public realm projects. 
E. A proposed methodology of your approach to the project. 
F. Proof of public liability insurance or an indication that you will have public 
liability insurance if you are the selected candidate. 
 
Stage Two:  Will apply to applicants that are selected for interview only. A selection 
of candidates being invited to interview will be asked to participate in a Quick Quote 

bid by direct invitation on the Public Contracts Scotland website. They will be 
requested to submit a presentation and all their original application documents by 
pdf./ digital format to upload to the Public Contract Scotland system. 

mailto:arts@westlothian.gov.uk
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If you are selected for the shortlist and interview then each selected applicant is 
asked to make a digital submission all of the requested documents and a 

presentation for evaluation through the Public Contracts Scotland (PCS) portal, in 
response to a Quick Quote (QQ) invitation.   
If selected but you do not currently have an account on PCS then please register your 
free account as a supplier so that you can receive the Quick Quote invitation, by 
accessing the website at:  https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/ 
 

A. Letter indicating your interest in this project 
B. CV 
C. Sample Portfolio Document 
D. References 
E. Proof of public liability insurance 
F. Current Disclosure Scotland check or PVG (or willingness to get this prior to the 

beginning of the project) 
 

 
2. Stage One Application Deadline: 12noon on Monday 29 June, 2026 

• Thank you for your interest in working with us, however only artists selected for 
interviews will be contacted and invited to the second stage of the application.  If 
you have not received an invitation for an interview, it means that your application 

was unsuccessful.   
• Stage Two Deadline will be for Artists selected for an interview: If invited for 

interview, you/your team will be asked to prepare a 20 minute power point 
presentation as part of your interview.  This should cover images of your past 
artworks and examples of community engagement practices and how this 
experience may be relevant to you developing our current project.  You will be asked 
to upload your full application documents and your presentation to Public Contracts 
Scotland as outlined above by 12noon Friday 3 July, 2026. 

• The selected artist will be awarded the contract through the Quick Quote category of 
Public Contract Scotland online procurement website via the link shared above. 

• Interviews will be held on: Friday 10 July, 2026 
Location for interviews: Stirling Development offices, Dunfermline, address given 
above. 
The interview panel will be made up of: 

1 representative from Stirling Developments,  
1 representative from WLC Community Arts and /1 representative from WLC 
Planning Services  
 
 
Interview Selection criteria will be:  

• Clarity and presentation of requested documentation. 
• Proof of experience of working in the public realm and public engagement activities. 

• Appropriateness of artistic style for the project as related to the brief and 
demonstrated creative approaches to design by the portfolio images. 

• A proposed methodology for: delivering the community engagement ideas for the 
project; 

https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/
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• and the technical ability to deliver a sculptural project on the canal pathway site.  
The recommended approach is to think potential ideas which can be used as starting 
points for development if you are the successful candidate - there is no expectation 
of any visual design work at the application stage.  

• Anticipated value for money and coverage of the allocated site – i.e. please provide 
an estimated budget breakdown of the allocated expenditures outlined in section 9, 
found on pages 5 & 6 of this brief. 

• General understanding and approach to the brief as presented in the letter of 
interest. 
 
 
 
 
Contact: 
For more information or to discuss the project in more detail please contact Camille 
Archer – Music and Public Art Officer via email at: arts@westlothian.gov.uk 

 
 
For more information about Public Art in West Lothian and a downloadable copy of 

this project brief please see: http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/publicart 

mailto:arts@westlothian.gov.uk
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/publicart

