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Topic 
Schedule  

26. Blue and Green Infrastructure and Open 
Space 

Information 
required by the  
Act and NPF4 
regarding the  
issue addressed  
in this section 

Town and Country Planning (Scotland) (Act) 1997, as amended: 
 
Section 15(5)(a)  

• the principal physical, cultural, economic, social, built heritage and 
environmental characteristics of the district, 

• the principal purposes for which the land is used. 
Regulation 9  

• Have regard to any open space strategy. 
 
Other statutory requirements: 

• Core Paths Plan (Access Rights)  

National Planning Framework 4 (adopted 13 February 2023)  

• Policy 20 Blue and Green Infrastructure - LDPs should be informed by 
relevant, up-to date audits and/or strategies, covering the multiple 
functions and benefits of blue and green infrastructure. The spatial 
strategy should identify and protect blue and green infrastructure assets 
and networks; enhance and expand existing provision including new blue 
and/or green infrastructure. This may include retrofitting. Priorities for 
connectivity to other blue and/or green infrastructure assets, including to 
address cross-boundary needs and opportunities, should also be identified. 
LDPs should encourage the permanent or temporary use of unused or 
under-used land as green infrastructure. Where this is temporary, this 
should not prevent future development potential from being realised. LDPs 
should safeguard access rights and core paths, including active travel 
routes, and encourage new and enhanced opportunities for access linked 
to wider networks. 

This Topic Schedule aims not to repeat the content of other topics covered by 
the LDP2 Evidence Report; and this includes some of the evidence links which 
are extensive for blue and green environment topics. Other Topic Schedules 
which should be read alongside this Topic Schedule on Blue and Green 
Infrastructure include:  

• 02 - Biodiversity and West Lothian’s Nature Network 

• 03 - The Water Environment and Flood Risk 

• 04 - Natural Places and Soils 

• 05 - Forestry, Woodland and Trees 

• 06 - Countryside Belts   

• 08 - Health, Wellbeing and Inequalities  

• 15 - Play, Recreation and Sport 
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• 22 - Sustainable Transport Infrastructure  
 

Links to 
Evidence 
referenced in 
this topic 
schedule 

WLC 017 Central Scotland Green Network (CSGN) website 

WLC 018 SuDS Manual 
WLC 073 Green Infrastructure - Useful links and research 

WLC 079 Nature Networks Corridors 

WLC 107 Dynamic Coast - Webmaps 

WLC 149 Obstacles to fish passage dataset  
WLC 193 Water Resilient Places Policy  
WLC 197 Scottish Outdoor Access Code 

WLC 202 Improving Urban Waters Project webpage 

WLC 204  Sustainable Land Management resources 

WLC 206 Heritage Paths 

WLC 208 Water Bodies Data Sheets 

WLC 209 Environmental data  
WLC 210 Flood maps 

WLC 214 Local Development Plans Evidence Gathering Resource Pack for 
Planning Authorities Part One: Overview Document 

WLC 216 Recommended Riparian Corridor Layer for use in Land Use Planning 

WLC 217 Riparian Vegetation Management 

WLC 219 River Basin Management Plan for Scotland 2021 - 2027 

WLC 222 Will the river do the work? 

WLC 223 Water drainage assessment guide 

WLC 283 Biodiversity Action Plan related information and mapping 

WLC 295 Core Path Plan   
WLC 305 Draft Open Space Plan 2025-34 

WLC 310 Food Growing Strategy 2020-2025 

WLC 311 Food Growing webpage 

WLC 345 North Livingston Blue/Green Network Masterplan Report 

WLC 346 West Lothian Open Space Map 

WLC 347 Open Space Plan 2020-24 

WLC 391 Active Travel Plan 2024 - 2029 

WLC 395 West Lothian Natural Capital Assessment 

WLC 398 West Lothian place-based Green Networks  
WLC 405 Biodiversity Action Plan 2025-35 

WLC 410 RBMP3 Water Environment Hub 

WLC 411 Water Classification Hub 

WLC 418 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment - Draft  
WLC 434 Scottish Household Survey 2022: Key Findings 
WLC 447 SEPA Reservoir Flood Maps 

 

Summary of Evidence 
   

Purpose, scope and structure of this Topic Schedule    
   

https://centralscotlandgreennetwork.org/
https://www.susdrain.org/resources/SuDS_Manual.html
https://www.nature.scot/funding-and-projects/green-infrastructure-strategic-intervention/what-blue-green-infrastructure/green-infrastructure-useful-links-and-research
https://uk.planengage.com/nature-networks/page/Nature-Networks-Corridors1
https://www.dynamiccoast.com/webmaps
https://www.spatialdata.gov.scot/geonetwork/srv/api/records/d1b9b0e8-1fca-4552-918c-f338cc2bb1db
https://www.gov.scot/publications/water-resilient-places-policy-framework-surface-water-management-blue-green-infrastructure/pages/1/
https://www.outdooraccess-scotland.scot/sites/default/files/2018-05/Publication%202005%20-%20Scottish%20Outdoor%20Access%20Code.pdf
https://www.scottishwater.co.uk/Help-and-Resources/Document-Hub/Key-Publications/Urban-Waters-Improvements
https://www.scottishwater.co.uk/Help-and-Resources/Document-Hub/Key-Publications/Sustainable-Land-Management
https://scotways.com/heritage-paths/
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/WaterBodyDataSheets/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/environmental-data/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/water/flooding/flood-maps/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/land/planning/guidance-and-advice-notes/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/land/planning/guidance-and-advice-notes/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sepa.org.uk%2Fmedia%2Fpuqhuwhn%2Frecommended-riparian-corridor-note.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/151010/wat_sg_44.pdf
https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/594088/211222-final-rbmp3-scotland.pdf
https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/ifcaytdm/will-the-river-do-the-work.pdf
https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/163472/water_assessment_and_drainage_assessment_guide.pdf
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/75251/Local-Biodiversity-Action-Plan
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/corepathsplan
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/64219/Draft-Open-Space-Plan/pdf/Draft_Open_Space_Plan_V4.pdf
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/52253/West-Lothian-Food-Growing-Strategy/pdf/20210702_WLC_Food_Growing_Strategy_FINAL_LAYOUT.pdf
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/foodgrowing
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/33513/NLBGN-Masterplan-Report-Final/pdf/NLBGN_masterplan_report_FINAL_A10059415.pdf
https://westlothian.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=9d306ab99db94e6782aee1e45177ba11
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/46268/Open-Space-Plan-2020-2024/pdf/Open_Space_Plan_2020-2024_APPROVED.pdf
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/64562/Active-Travel-Plan-for-West-Lothian-2024-2029-Making-Active-Connections/pdf/2024-29_ATP_-_REPORT_-_FINAL_Rotated.pdf
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/60084/West-Lothian-Natural-Capital-Assessment-Report-2023/pdf/West_Lothian_Natural_Capital_Assessment_Report_2023_FINAL_compressed.pdf
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/4790/West-Lothian-Placed-Green-Networks-background-paper/pdf/WestLothianPlaced-basedGreenNetworksAugust2014.pdf
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/65952/Working-Together-for-Nature-A-Biodiversity-Action-Plan-for-West-Lothian-2025-35/pdf/WL_BAP_2025-35_Text_Approved_-_updated.pdf
https://informatics.sepa.org.uk/RBMP3/
https://informatics.sepa.org.uk/WaterClassificationHub/
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/64784/Background-Paper-Strategic-Flood-Risk-Assessment-November-2024/pdf/Background_Paper_-_Strategic_Flood_Risk_Assessment_November_2024.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-household-survey-2022-key-findings/documents/
https://map.sepa.org.uk/reservoirsfloodmap/Map.htm
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This Topic Schedule focuses on blue and green infrastructure. This Topic Schedule and its 
evidence are set out in the following sections:   
 

• Part 1 - Blue and Green Infrastructure Assets  

• Part 2 - Blue and Green Networks in West Lothian  

• Part 3 - Open Space, Core and Other Paths in West Lothian 

 
Part 1 – Blue and Green Infrastructure Assets and Networks  
 
1.1 West Lothian has an abundance of green and blue assets and networks, and like other forms 

of physical infrastructure, these are critical to the delivery of successful and sustainable 
places which support people’s mental and physical health.   
 

1.2 Blue infrastructure includes water environment features within the natural and built 
environments that provide a range of ecosystem services. Blue features include rivers, lochs, 
wetlands, canals, other watercourses, ponds, coastal and marine areas including beaches, 
porous paving, sustainable urban drainage systems and raingardens.  

 
1.3 NPF4 defines green infrastructure as features or spaces within the natural and built 

environments which provide a range of ecosystem services. NPF4 defines other related 
terms: green networks as ‘connected areas of green infrastructure and open space, that 
together form an integrated and multi-functional network’; and green space as ‘space, other 
than agricultural land, which serves a recreational or an amenity function for the public, or 
provides aesthetic value to the public such as areas of — (a) grass, (b) trees, (c) other 
vegetation, (d) water.’     

 
1.4 An audit of the existing blue and green infrastructure assets in West Lothian has been carried 

out and is being mapped onto geographic information systems (GIS).  This includes: 
 

• Open Space (WLC 346): including urban parks, play areas, food growing, sports 
facilities, country parks, trees and woodlands, cemeteries, which overlaps with 
biodiversity/geodiversity sites, green and blue networks, and the core path network 

• Internationally, nationally and locally designated sites 

• Countryside and landscape designations, country and regional parks, designed landscapes 
and gardens 

• West Lothian broad habitat types, rivers, lochs, wetlands, canals, other water courses, 
ponds, coastal and marine areas (WLC 107) 

• Habitat data from the Central Scotland Green Network (WLC 017) (plus opportunities) 

• The Scottish Wetland Inventory (spatial data by licence from Scottish government) 

• The National Forest inventory, Native Woodland Survey, WLC Treeplotter/woodland 
datasets (Forestry Commission datasets, Scottish Forestry, West Lothian Council) 

• SEPA’s natural flood management maps and reservoir inundation maps provide high-level 
overview of locations where implementation of the specified nature-based techniques 
could be most effective (WLC 209) and (447) 
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• SEPA ‘water bodies data sheets’ (WLC 208) for areas of significant water bodies in West 
Lothian and from RBMP3 (WLC 219, WLC 410) including data on current state of the water 
environment in West Lothian  

• Riparian corridor opportunities (WLC 216) 

• Geomorphic risk layer (WLC 209) - identifies sections along the river network at risk of 
channel adjustment. Avoidance of development in these areas would be beneficial for 
climate adaptation and are areas where the undeveloped riparian area could be included 
in a nature network  

• Water Environment Fund Projects current, completed and future opportunities layer (WLC 
209) – identifies existing or potential project locations, and therefore, opportunities for 
water environment improvement relevant for nature networks 

• Water environment classification layers (WLC 411) – provides current baseline information 
and could be used to identify opportunities to address issues and enhance nature 
networks 

• Natural Flood Management maps – identifies areas to be protected for their role in 
reducing flood risk and for opportunity mapping for nature-based solutions (WLC 210) 

• River recovery potential - prioritises passive river restoration actions 

• West Lothian Council’s Natural Capital Assessment (WLC 395) - models eleven ecosystem 
services: carbon storage and sequestration, air purification, noise regulation, local climate 
(urban heat) regulation, pollination capacity, water flow regulation, water quality 
(sediment yield and nutrient deposition) regulation, food production, timber production 
and accessible nature  

• SEPA / Forestry and Land Scotland: obstacles to fish migration (WLC 149) and riparian 
vegetation enhancement opportunities (WLC 217). 
 

1.5 This audit of the existing blue and green infrastructure assets in West Lothian will:  
 

• assist in the development and delivery of West Lothian’s Nature Network and policies to 
support biodiversity as set out in Topic Schedule 2 (Biodiversity)  

• assist in the identification of pressures (such as flood risk, water quality) which the Local 
Development Plan could help address through the identification of opportunities to 
reduce flood risk and to improve the water environment as set out in Topic Schedule 3 
(The Water Environment and Flooding), and 

• for use in the assessment of proposed development sites as part of the Site Appraisal 
Methodology as set out in Topic Schedule 29.  

 
1.6 A Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA 2024 - WLC 418) has been prepared as accompanying 

evidence to the Evidence Report (Annex 3). Its primary purpose is to provide a high-level 
overview of existing and future flood risk across all sources. One of the aims of the SFRA is to 
promote natural flood management (NFM) techniques and the integration of blue / green 
infrastructure to enhance flood resilience, biodiversity, and community amenity spaces. 
Further evidence on Water Environment and Flood Risk is set out in Topic Schedule 3.  
 

1.7 Scottish Water (SW) designates its abstractions as Drinking Water Protected Areas (DWPA) 
under Article 7 of the Water Framework Directive and provides a series of technical guides 
and precautions sheets. Under SW’s Sustainable Land Management team and resources (WLC 
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204), proposals for the blue and green network will be reviewed where within or close to a 
drinking water catchment, and to provide advice on appropriate protection measures. 
 

Part 2 – Blue and Green Networks in West Lothian 
 
2.1 One of the key features of green and blue infrastructure is that it is a network of integrated 

spaces and features, not just individual elements; and that it is ‘multi-functional’ i.e. 

• providing space for health, wellbeing, leisure and food growing 

• linking people and places by encouraging active travel 

• supporting management of the water environment as part of blue and green 
infrastructure (BGI) aims 

• providing sustainable drainage and reducing water run-off during flash flooding 

• providing habitat connectivity/ integration for species movement, increasing and 
enhancing BGI corridors as part of Nature Networks (WLC 079) 

• providing carbon storage 

• cooling urban areas during heat waves. 

2.2 The Central Scotland Green Network (CSGN - WLC 017) is one of 18 National Developments 
identified in NPF4 and is regarded by the Scottish Government as having a key role in tackling 
the challenges of climate change and biodiversity loss including by building and strengthening 
nature networks.  
 

2.3 The council prepared and consulted on draft Supplementary Guidance (SG) on West Lothian 
Place-based Green Networks (WLC 398) for LPD1. However, the terms for further guidance 
were changed by the Planning (Scotland) Act 2019; hence, the guidance was not progressed, 
but the SG provided important context for WLLDP1 Policy: ENV 8 Green Networks. This draft 
SG still provides a useful starting point and analysis of the priorities for connectivity to other 
blue and/or green infrastructure assets, addressing cross-boundary needs and opportunities, 
including:  

• West Lothian-wide – the strategically important or West Lothian wide green networks e.g.: 
coastal fringe, national cycle routes 75 & 76, river corridors, the Union Canal. 

• Settlement-wide - the settlement wide green networks, particularly within Livingston, and 
settlements within close proximity to core development areas (CDAs).  

• Local-level - more local or minor scale networks that form an important part of the wider 
green network but are perhaps more appropriately dealt with at a site or neighbourhood 
scale. 

2.4 Draft West Lothian Green Networks maps of the green networks across West Lothian were 
prepared for LDP1 (WLC 398) alongside a schedule of opportunities for greenspace, active 
travel, riparian, recreational and biodiversity improvements. The SG also identifies 
opportunities to join up Local Biodiversity and Local Geodiversity Sites with the green 
network.  
 

2.5 The Livingston North Blue Green Network - improvements to enhance the quality, 
connectivity and functionality of the ‘Greenways’ through Livingston North for the benefit of 
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local people, visitors and wildlife - have largely been completed. The Livingston North 
Blue/Green Network Masterplan Report (WLC 345) identified blue/green network 
opportunities/ improvements through 5 distinct blue/green corridors: Nell Burn, Folly Burn/ 
Peel Park, Lockshot Burn, Howden Park/ woodlands, and Almond Riverside corridor. 
 

2.6 The Council’s Local Biodiversity Action Plan (WLC 405) and related information and mapping 
(WLC 283) can guide how to manage land to promote the protection, enhancement and 
creation of habitats to ensure connectivity throughout the area. The plan sets out a vision for 
West Lothian in 2035, with a route map for each ecosystem group.  
 

2.7 The Water Environment and Water Services Act (Scotland) 2003 (WEWS) formalised the use 
of Sustainable drainage systems (SuDS). The law makes the use of SuDS obligatory when 
dealing with surface water drainage from all new developments. CIRIA (Construction Industry 
Research and Information Association) defines sustainable urban drainage as ‘a sequence of 
management practices and control structures designed to drain systems (SuDS), and surface 
water in a more sustainable fashion than some conventional techniques.’ A SuDS Manual 
(WLC 018) is available from their website. A Water and Drainage Assessment Guide (WLC 
223) is available from the SuDS Working Party to serve as guidance for developers and 
planners involved in water and drainage. The Scottish Government’s Water-resilient places 
policy framework (WLC 193) outlines how surface water is currently managed in Scotland and 
describes how to form a framework that will support delivery of water resilient places. 

 

2.8 Planning authorities have a role in granting permission for any new domestic or non-domestic 
development and must ensure appropriate consultation with Scottish Water and SEPA. West 
Lothian Council has been taking planning applications which include a SuDs requirement since 
the mid-2000s but at present there is no database or register of SuDs schemes for the council 
area. Scoping the identification and assessment of consented SuDs schemes will be 
undertaken as part of the formation of the BGI using on-line planning case files, liaison with 
SEPA and Scottish Water, GIS mapping, and as resources/ feasibility permit, assessment of 
biodiversity value, condition and potential to link to wider nature networks.  

 

2.9 National Statistics in the Scottish Household Survey: Key Findings 2022 (WLC 434) Tables - 7 
Environment include evidence on access to green and blue spaces. For West Lothian, data is 
limited to quintiles 2 and 4 so there isn’t a true picture for the most deprived areas.   

 

2.10 The data reveals that 75% of residents are within a 5-minute walk from their nearest blue or 
green space which is above the 70% average for Scotland. Reflecting the suburban and small-
town nature of West Lothian, a smaller number of residents, at 6% lower than the Scottish 
average of 10%, need to walk the further distance of 11-minutes or more to local blue or 
green space.  

 

2.11 This information is useful as a guide to assessing the standard of equality of provision across 
communities and highlights the importance of improving access by walking, wheeling and for 
the less able. It is noted that there is more information on accessibility with a table in Topic 
Schedule 15 (Play, Recreation and Sport) on accessible woodland.  
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Table 79. Walking distance to nearest blue or green space by Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivations 
(2022), excerpt for West Lothian. West Lothian = black text, Scotland = blue text. Source: Scottish 
Houshold Survey: Key Findings 2022 (WLC 174). 

 

West Lothian 
Scotland 

Quintile 1 
[20% most 
deprived] 

Quintile 2 

 

Quintile 3 

 

Quintile 4 

 

Quintile 5 
[20% least 
deprived] 

All 

In 5 minutes Undefined 
57% 

70%   

68% 

Undefined 
75% 

79% 

74% 

Undefined  

73% 

75%  

70% 

6-10 minutes Undefined 
28% 

20%  

21% 

Undefined 
15% 

16% 

16% 

Undefined 
19% 

18%  

19% 

11-minute 
walk or more 

Undefined 
13% 

7% 

10% 

Undefined 9% 6%  

10% 

Undefined  

8% 

6%  

10% 

Don’t know Undefined 2% 4%  

1% 

Undefined  

1% 

0%  

1% 

Undefined 
0% 

1%1% 

All Undefined 
100% 

100%  

100% 

Undefined  

100% 

100%   

100% 

Undefined 
100% 

100%   

100% 

Base 20  

1,660 

60  

1,830 

30  

2,180 

50  

2,200 

30 

1,770 

200  

9,640 

 

2.12 Further resources and guidance on blue and green infrastructure are available from: 
 

• NatureScot – Green Infrastructure: Useful links and research (WLC 073) 

• Scottish Water – Improving Urban Waters webpage (WLC 202)  

• SEPA – Will the river do the work? (WLC 222) A practical guide for assessing river 
recovery potential and direction when passive river restoration measures can be used 
to allow rivers to self-heal 

• SEPA – LDP Evidence Gathering Resource Pack for Planning Authorities (WLC 214) 
 

2.13 For context, here below are a few good practice examples of blue and green infrastructure in 
West Lothian.  

 

• Whitburn Town Walk Greening project – this Council project has planted 600 trees and 550 
wildflower plugs with the support of the Lothian Conservation Volunteers. 

 
• Rain Garden at Falcon Brae Park, Ladywell, Livingston – an experimental Council project 

developed a rain garden as a self-managing way to deal with poor drainage/ waterlogging 
issues in the park – and other Council parks. This is a SuDs approach which enhances 
biodiversity by creating new habitat and offers the community more variety of landscape 
and diversity of flowers and insects.  
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Part 3 - Open Space, Core and Other Paths in West Lothian 
 
3.1 West Lothian Council's Open Space Plan 2020-24 (WLC 347) provides an overall vision for 

the provision, development, regeneration and management of open spaces throughout West 
Lothian  
 

3.2 The Open Space Plan is supported by a detailed Open Space Audit and GIS mapping 
database (WLC 346) and includes urban parks, play areas, food growing, sports facilities, 
country parks, trees and woodlands, cemeteries; with some overlap to elements of green 
and blue networks and the core path network.  

 
3.3 In March 2026, the Council has initiated a comprehensive work programme to prepare a new 

Open Space Strategy. This will replace the previous Open Space Plan 2020–2024 and the draft 
Open Space Plan 2025–2034, neither of which will be taken forward in their current form. 
The new Strategy will form the primary and up-to-date evidence base to support the 
Proposed Local Development Plan. 

 
3.4 While a draft Open Space Plan 2025–2034 (WLC 305) was previously prepared and consulted 

upon, this document is not being progressed further. Instead, the new Open Space Strategy 
represents a more comprehensive and updated approach. The key changes from the previous 
Open Space Plan include: 

• inclusion of all open space typologies across the authority area, including country 
parks;  

• updated and consistent standards for quantity, quality and accessibility;  

• a fully refreshed and GIS-based audit of open space provision;  

• strengthened alignment with current policy priorities, including climate change, 
biodiversity and health and wellbeing; and  

• a clear delivery and implementation framework, including identification of 
deficiencies, investment priorities and developer contribution mechanisms.  

 
3.5 The Open Space Strategy is being progressed by a multidisciplinary team including GIS, 

Planning, Open Space, and Ecology and Biodiversity officers. In addition, external consultants, 
Ironside Farrar, were commissioned in April 2026 to support its preparation. The project is 
programmed for completion by August 2026 and will inform the Proposed Plan. 

 
3.6 The Strategy will provide a robust and comprehensive framework for the protection, 

enhancement and future provision of open space, green infrastructure and green networks 
across West Lothian. It will support statutory requirements and ensure that planning 
decisions are informed by a clear, consistent and defensible evidence base. It will also 
contribute to wider objectives including climate resilience, biodiversity enhancement, health 
and wellbeing, placemaking and improved access to nature. 

 
3.7 The new Open Space Strategy will establish clear and consistent standards for quantity, 

quality and accessibility across all typologies of open space, including country parks. These 
were not previously included within the Open Space Plan, as earlier work focused primarily 
on open spaces within defined settlement boundaries. The new Strategy will address this gap 
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by incorporating country parks within the audit and assessment framework, ensuring that 
appropriate standards are defined and applied across the authority area. 

 
3.8 A key component of the work is a comprehensive and updated audit of open spaces. This 

includes GIS-based mapping of all qualifying sites, assessment of their quantity, typology and 
accessibility, and analysis of provision at both settlement and authority-wide levels. Existing 
datasets are being refreshed to reflect changes in land use, site boundaries and newly 
identified spaces, as well as to identify any deficiencies in provision. Accessibility analysis will 
be also undertaken. 

 
3.9 In addition, a programme of qualitative assessment will be carried out for selected sites using 

an agreed methodology, considering factors such as condition, usability, attractiveness and 
functionality. Engagement with internal and external stakeholders, including Development 
Management, NatureScot, Sport Scotland and the West Lothian Health and Wellbeing 
Partnership, will inform the methodology, priorities and strategic direction of the Strategy. 

 
3.10 The findings of the Open Space Strategy will also directly inform the Play Sufficiency 

Assessment, particularly in relation to quantity and accessibility. The Play Sufficiency 
Assessment will remain in draft form until the Open Space Strategy is finalised, at which point 
both documents will be aligned and finalised in tandem to ensure a consistent and robust 
evidence base. 

 
3.11 Overall, this work will ensure that the Evidence Report is supported by up-to-date, 

comprehensive and clearly defined standards for all forms of open space across West Lothian. 
 

Draft Play Sufficiency Assessment / play assets 
 

3.12 The Council is not currently proposing a standalone parks or play strategy; instead, these 
elements will be embedded within the Open Space Strategy.  The Strategy will apply updated 
Fields in Trust standards, supplemented by local evidence from the Play Sufficiency 
Assessment, to establish robust and locally responsive standards for play provision.  In line 
with the Play Sufficiency Assessment, the OSS will recognise informal and semi-natural open 
spaces as integral to play provision, particularly for older children and informal recreation. 
 

3.13 The play asset information contained within the previous Open Space Plan will be updated 
and expanded as part of the preparation of the new Open Space Strategy. This will include 
refreshed mapping of equipped play areas, updated accessibility analysis based on current 
standards, and a broader assessment of informal and natural play spaces. These updates will 
ensure that the Strategy reflects the findings of the Play Sufficiency Assessment and provides 
a robust and up-to-date evidence base to inform the Proposed Plan. 

 
West Lothian Food Growing Strategy 

 

3.14 The West Lothian Food Growing Strategy 2020-2025 (WLC 310) is an annex to the council’s 
Open Space Plan. The strategy’s vision is that, by 2040, food growing will be embedded into 
principal council policies and everyday formal education, to have easy access to locally 
produced fresh fruit and vegetables, support for local enterprise, and easy access to land on 
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which to ‘grow your own’. It is noted in the ‘barriers to growing’ section that barriers to food 
growing include securing suitable land for sites, land contamination, soil tests and planning 
applications. See also Topic Schedule 15 where this issue is treated an informal play. 
 

3.15 Community Gardens and allotments – there are fifteen community gardens in West Lothian 
including at Armadale, Blackridge, Craigshill, East Calder, Knightsridge, Murieston, Polbeth, 
Pumpherston, Whitburn and Winchburgh. Craigshill Community Gardens is in one of the 
more deprived communities in West Lothian and is supported by the Council and Almond 
Housing Association and managed by Growing Together Project and West Lothian Youth 
Action Project.  

 
3.16 There are currently six active allotment sites in West Lothian: Harburn, Linlithgow, 2 sites in 

Livingston, Kirknewton and Winchburgh, plus Roukenglen on the border with Falkirk east of 
Linlithgow. There are also Orchards and Forest Gardens and General Community Growing, all 
listed on the Council’s Food Growing webpage (WLC 311). 
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Figure 58. Murieston Community Garden (left), Craigshill Community Gardens (middle), and 
Beechbrae labyrinth, wood and orchard at Blackridge (right). 
 
 

3.17 Greenspace Scotland provide support for various areas, i.e., strategies, plans and outcomes; 
community placemaking, as well as funding and fundraising support. Their Greenspace map 
is now subcontracted to the Ordnance Survey (OS) and includes an open-source option for 
information on the location, extent and type of greenspace across all of Scotland's towns and 
cities with a population of 3,000 or more. It categorises greenspaces into 23 different types 
including public parks, play areas, allotments, amenity greenspace and private gardens. 
Planning Services have a contract with OS mapping and will need to consider whether to seek 
further data sources such as the OS MasterMap Greenspace Layer which is behind a paywall. 
 
Core Paths and Active Travel  

 
3.18 West Lothian Council’s Core Paths Plan (WLC 295) provides a framework of routes for 

the purpose of giving the public reasonable access throughout a particular area for 
walking, cycling, horse riding and other non-motorised activities. The web-link in the 
evidence section shows maps, written statements and a list of the key paths such as the 
Union Canal Water Path and Towpath, National Cycle Route 75, River Avon Heritage Trail 
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and the Armadale Round Town Path. See the Core Paths Plan Map below – core paths in 
blue.  

 
3.19 Under the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003, a key principle is that the core paths 

networks should be ‘sufficient’ for communities across the Council’s area as access 
authority. The West Lothian Core Paths map shows that the network is strongest in urban 
areas and along dedicated long distance routes and weakest in rural areas such as the 
Bathgate and Pentland Hills.    
  

3.20 There is also a network of traditional rights of way and heritage paths (WLC 206). The Scottish 
Rights of Way and Access Society (ScotWays) has an important role in protecting and 
managing rights of way and is a standard consultee for the council. These are shown in orange 
on the map below, including two of the historic long-distance routes over the Pentlands such 
as ‘Cauldstane Slap’. 
 

 
Figure 59. Core path network (blue), traditional rights of way, heritage paths and other paths (orange). 
Source: WLC’s Core Path Plan (WLC 295). 

 
 

3.21 The West Lothian Local Access Forum is a statutory, independent, advisory body set up in 
accordance with Section 25 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003. The Forum aims to 
deliver a balanced representation of members including recreational user groups (walking, 
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cycling, horse riding, people with disabilities, water sport users, etc.), landowners/managers 
(farming, estates, businesses, forestry), local community groups and public organisations 
relevant to West Lothian. The Scottish Outdoor Access Code (WLC 197), which governs 
responsible access rights and responsibilities, is a key founding document. Their views will be 
sought on blue and green infrastructure proposals.  
 

       
Figure 60. Carriber Bridge - an important link on the River Avon Heritage Trail (right) 

 
3.22 West Lothian Council approved its Active Travel Plan 2024-2029: Making Active Connections 

(WLC 391) in October 2024. Active travel is primarily defined as making journeys by walking, 
cycling and scooting and can include non-motorised water travel such as kayaking and horse-
riding.  

 
3.23 Active Travel is an approach to travel and transport that focuses on physical activity as 

opposed to motorised means. Measures include improved walking and cycling opportunities, 
working with bus operators to enhance public transport, expanding the networks of Park and 
Ride facilities, and, of Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging Points. Through these actions, the Council 
will contribute to the national target of reducing vehicle kilometres by 20% (by 2030) by 
nudging a modal shift to sustainable transport. See Topic Schedule 22 for more detail about 
the Sustainable Transport topic. 

 

3.24 Figures 63 and 64 below extracted from the Active Travel Plan Report show that in 2021 38% 
of journeys were 3 kilometres or less, rising to 50% of all journeys under the 5-kilometre mark 
in West Lothian. Figure 64 shows that modal journey share for walking and cycling has 
declined from 19% in 2019 to 11% in 2021, though there may be some COVID impact on the 
figures. To the question: How active are people in West Lothian? The study concludes: ...’as 
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with the national trends, the data represents a tangible opportunity for a significant shift to 
active travel in West Lothian, with a significant proportion of journeys covering distances 
achievable by active means.'  

 
3.25 For LDP2 formation at proposed plan and delivery stages the list of projects in Appendix F: 

Prioritisation Assessment Summary offers an important list of varying scales of infrastructure 
projects, most of which align or are complimentary to blue and green infrastructure. The 
highest scoring project is the proposal to adapt existing networks to improve the active travel 
route from Livingston Centre to Livingston North Station. There are many other proposals to 
improve connections to rail hubs and complete ‘missing links’ in the path network, thereby 
improving and creating new and better infrastructure which is not car-based and supporting 
the multi-functional blue and green infrastructure network.  

 

 
Figure 61. Scottish Household Survey 2019 and 2021, Percentage of Journeys by Road Network 
Distance (West Lothian). Source: WLC’s Active Travel Plan 2024-29 (WLC 391). 
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Figure 62. Scottish Household Survey 2019 and 2021, Modal share of all journeys (West Lothian). 
Source: WLC’s Active Travel Plan 2024-29 (WLC 391). 
 
 

Summary of Implications for the Proposed Plan 
 

Based on the evidence the proposed plan will be required to:  
 
1. Deliver the Central Scotland Green Network (CSGN) (WLC 17), one of 18 National 

Developments identified in NPF4. 
2. Deliver local blue and green networks and open space across the proposed plan area, and as 

part of new development.  
3. Ensure that new development will integrate natural flood management (NFM) techniques and 

achieve the integration of blue / green infrastructure to enhance flood resilience, biodiversity, 
and community amenity spaces. 

4. Ensure that new development will integrate and deliver open space to meet the requirements 
of the Council’s open space plan (WLC 305) and ensure any new open space is connected to 
West Lothian’s green network.  

5. Consider a specific policy requiring developer contributions towards blue and green 
infrastructure and open space.  

6. Ensure that new development will promote healthy food options as part of blue and green 
networks, in line with the West Lothian Food Growing Strategy (WLC 310). 
 

Summary of Stakeholder Engagement 
 
To be updated post April 2026 engagement  
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Statements of Agreement / Dispute 
 
To be updated post April 2026 engagement  
 

Evidence Gaps 
 
Currently there is no register of the number and location of SUDs schemes in operation in West 
Lothian. The Council believes that it would be desirable to identify SuDs schemes. The council will 
scope out how to identify them through liaison with SEPA and Scottish Water. 

 

 


