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3 July 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To Whom it may concern. 
 
I am delighted to provide this letter of endorsement for the " pride of Bathgate" the 
Bathgate Band. 
 
This brass band has been entertaining Bathgate Bairns since the 1830's - indeed they 
performed in front of Queen Victoria when she visited Linlithgow way back in 1842 - 
that's how long they have been in existence!  
 
The band has nurtured generations of players including my grandfather and great 
uncle who - after experiencing the horrors of the Somme in 1916 - returned to be key 
members of Bathgate Band. 
 
All bands of course need spaces to practice - Bathgate Band has had many rehearsal 
venues but are in real need of a permanent hall where their instruments can be stored 
securely, where they can practice in comfort and safety - basically a place to call home 
befitting of their stature within the Community and the brass band world. 
 
As an elected Councillor here in Bathgate for thirteen years and as someone who 
knows how valued Bathgate Band is and how well the Committee run their affairs I 
fully endorse their bid for these premises. 
 
Yours sincerely 
  

 
Councillor Harry Cartmill  
Bathgate Ward    

Councillor Harry Cartmill 
Bathgate Ward 

 
West Lothian Civic Centre 
Howden South Road 
Livingston 
West Lothian 
EH54 6FF 
 
Tel. No. 01506 281748 
E-mail harry.cartmill@westlothian.gov.uk 

 











 

 

Kirsteen Sullivan MP 

Member of Parliament for Bathgate and Linlithgow 

House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA 

Tel: 020 7219 7962  

Constituency Office: 

62 Hopetoun Street, Bathgate, West Lothian, EH48 4PD Tel: 01506 901970 

 Email: kirsteen.sullivan.mp@parliament.uk 

9 July 2025 
 
Emailed to derek.brown@bathgateband.org.uk 
 
Derek Brown 
Bathgate Band 
Bathgate 
 
Dear Derek 
 
Thank you for contacting me regarding your project proposal for a Bathgate Music Hub. 
 
I think the concept is an excellent idea and a Hub would build on the rich musical heritage for 
which Bathgate is known, the Bathgate Band being an example of that heritage. 
 
While I cannot comment on the business viability, as you have advised a full business case is 
in preparation, I do support the idea of ensuring that Bathgate’s strong musical traditions will 
continue to thrive in the future; central to this is ensuring access to learning opportunities and 
spaces for budding musicians to come together. 
 
Whilst supporting our musical heritage, the community benefits in establishing a Hub would 
be considerable, especially around mental health and well-being.  Activities, such as music, 
promote social inclusion and foster a sense of community, both of which are important to 
enhancing quality of life.  
 
I wish you every success with your project and would be grateful for future updates on 
progress. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Kirsteen 
 
Kirsteen Sullivan MP 
 





Dear Sir/Madam 

 

I feel compelled to write to you in the hope that you take notice of a recent request from 
The Bathgate Band in securing the Bathgate West Nursery building as a much needed 
Music Hub for the community. I write as a busy professional musician whose first spark 
of interest, at the tender age of 8 year old, was welcomed and nurtured by the good 
people at the band back in the 1980’s. 

 

As a young girl (youngest of three) from a very working class family (my father was a 
carpenter/joiner and my mother was a carer for the elderly) living in social housing in 
Bruce Road, aspiration was high yet my parents were continually beset by all kinds of 
financial restrictions. My father happened to be working alongside a colleague whose 
hobby was brass banding and the rest, they say, is history. Within two years, my whole 
family was involved in the band - all three children learning brass instruments while both 
parents became committee members and helped with fundraising and day to day 
running. We were given instruments on loan and paid a tiny fee to be members of the 
junior band - an absolute lifeline to a family who struggled financially and an introduction 
to likeminded people who became lifelong friends. The old adage that it takes a 
community to bring up a child is no truer in my case. As a teenager working through GCSE 
and Higher exams, my financially strapped parents, again, turned to the band where I had 
the great privilege of having help with Maths, Chemistry , English and French all from 
members or their extended family within the band.  

 

To say my formative years in the band were my key to social mobility would be a gross 
understatement. It has enabled world travel and many exciting opportunities including 
performing in some of the world’s most famous concert halls, theatres and recorded 
many sound tracks for TV and blockbuster films. In the last year alone, I have been a guest 
principal trumpet in orchestras such as the London Symphony Orchestra and the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra and, currently, engaged by the Jamie Lloyd Company to perform 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s ‘Evita’ starring Rachel Zegler.  

 

As a professional musician, I have always had the great privilege of being able to teach in 
various educational settings, although lately this has mostly been in the independent 
sector due to huge cut backs in music education. It disturbs me that my eight year old 
self would not be given the chance to learn an instrument these days as I know my 
parents would be too financially stretched. This is why it is of the greatest importance that 
the Bathgate Band can continue to serve the community - as it always has done - and to 



provide a great service for the young and the old. We live in a very diverse and 
multicultural society. Music has the ability to unite communities for a common cause 
and we need only look at Darren Barenboim’s West Eastern Divan Orchestra - Israeli and 
Arab musicians uniting to create world class music - as a stellar example. Here is the 
link: https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/West%E2%80%93Eastern_Divan_Orchestra 

 

Yours faithfully 

Angela Whelan 

 











 
Scottish Brass Band Association 

Incorporating National Youth Brass Bands of Scotland 
Supporting bands in Scotland since 1895 
Registered	Charity	Number	SC033163	
Patron	Professor	John	Wallace	CBE 

 
 

  

 

  

     

en     
Ann Murray 
Telephone +44(0)1224 896450 
Mobile +44(0)7799 604125 
e.mail: sbbavp@gmail.com 

Julie Nicoll 
Treasurer 
Mobile +44(0)7917 798655 
e.mail: sbbatreasurer@gmail.com 

 

Tom Allan 
Secretary & Registrar 
71 Tantallon Drive 
Paisley 
Renfrewshire 
PA2 9HS 
Telephone +44(0)1505 814502 
Mobile +44(0)07881 920361 
e.mail: sbbasecretary@gmail.com 

President  
& Events Manager 
Carrie Boax 
Telephone +44(0)1563 537998 
Mobile +44(0)7769260912 
e.mail: sbbapresident@gmail.com 

Supported by Creative Scotland 

 

Bathgate	Music	Hub 

To	whom	it	may	concern	 

I	am	writing,	on	behalf	of	“The	Scottish	Brass	Band	Association”	(SBBA),	to	add	
my	support	to	the	proposal	by	Bathgate	Band	to	create	Bathgate	Music	Hub	as	a	
shared	music	learning	&	collaboration	space	in	the	now	vacant	Bathgate	West	
Nursing	building.	

Bathgate	Band	is	a	truly	community	based	charitable	organisation	who	work	
extremely	hard	throughout	the	year	to	deliver	community	focused	events.	The	
committee	are	dedicated	to	the	improvement	of	the	band	and	work	tirelessly	to	
promote	music	across	the	community,	and	I	know	that	the	hub	will	be	a	multi-
purpose	space	used	to	nurture	a	diverse	range	of	musical	groups.			

Bathgate Band is one of the country’s premier organisations and has a strong standing 
in the brass band community throughout Scotland and beyond. Their commitment, 
especially to young musicians, is well documented with workshop sessions and youth 
ensemble support. 

The	band	is	a	great	example	of	how	music	making	within	the	community	can	
impact	on	both	young	and	old,	ensuring	that	they	have	the	best	experience	while	
enjoying	music	making.	

As	the	President	for	the	SBBA	it	is	evident	the	benefits	that	this	project	will	have	
by	enabling	music	groups	to	have	a	space	to	further	their	musical	journey	and	to	
collaborate	with	others.	 

Bathgate	Band	deserve	every	encouragement	and	support	as	they	aim	to	raise	the	
musical	profile	within	our	great	movement	and	the	community	in	general. 

I	would	have	no	hesitation	in	strongly	recommending	them	in	their	application	
for	this	project. 

Yours	sincerely,	 

Carrie	Boax	
SBBA	
President	 

 

 

John Boax 
Education Officer 
Telephone 01563 537998 
mobile 07966 486088 
e.mail: sbbaeducation@gmail.com 

Nigel Martin 
Press Officer 
e.mail: sbbapr@gmail.com 



 

Bathgate Music Hub Community Asset Transfer 

 

I am writing in support of Bathgate Band regarding their current bid for an asset transfer of the 

former Bathgate West Nursery estate in order to establish a permanent base in the town for the 

band and to develop a music hub for the wider area.  

With over 180 years of history, Bathgate Band are one of Scotland’s oldest brass bands, part of a 

unique and rich musical tradition woven into the town’s mining and industrial heritage. The band 

have worked for several years to re-establish a base in Bathgate and this asset transfer provides a 

fantastic opportunity to realise their ambition whilst retaining a much-loved community building as 

an educational hub for the benefit of the town and the wider area. 

West Lothian boasts a music scene with international status and influence. Growing up in Bathgate I 

was lucky enough to benefit from this before studying piano at the Birmingham and Utrecht 

conservatoires. Numerous studies have shown the wide range of benefits music education can 

provide, impacting people’s cognitive, social, emotional and academic development. At a time when 

our society is experiencing a loneliness crisis, music, as a universal language, has the potential to 

foster inclusivity and promote social harmony and community.  

The former Bathgate West Nursery holds a special place for many in the community whose grand-

parents may have attended when it was a school or who themselves or their children have attended 

as a nursery. This central location would bring welcome footfall into the heart of the town while 

providing a much-needed community space to support local civic events such as the annual 

procession.  

Located between two of Scotland’s main cultural centres I believe a music hub in Bathgate would 

provide an invaluable focal point to continue developing West Lothian’s own unique cultural scene 

while building links with the surrounding areas and organisations such as the Royal Conservatoire of 

Scotland in Glasgow. Live music plays a vital role in Scotland’s economy with 2.3 million music 

tourists visiting the country in 2024, generating £857m in music tourism spend and supporting 

around 7,160 FTE jobs. With its fantastic transport links and central location Bathgate is well placed 

to become a key part of Scotland’s wider music eco-system.  

Yours sincerely, 

Pauline Stafford  

Councillor (SNP) 

Bathgate Ward 8 

West lothian Council 

 

 



 
the cooperation band 

music for all 
Scottish Registered Charity SC040648 

 

Principal Conductor – Katrina Marzella-Wheeler · Band Manager – Alan Douglas · 
 Development & Communications Manager – Matt Fuller  

Email: alan.thecooperationband@gmail.com · Phone: +44 7533 853777 
www.thecooperationband.co.uk 

C/O the cooperation band 
41 Forrest Place 

Armadale 
EH48 2GZ 

 
 
Date: 31/07/2025 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
It is with great enthusiasm that I write on behalf of the cooperation band, Scotland’s 
premier brass band, to offer our full support for Bathgate Band and their outstanding 
initiative to establish the Bathgate Music Hub. 
 
Over recent years, the cooperation band has developed a close and mutually enriching 
relationship with Bathgate Band. This partnership is more than symbolic – it is practical, 
supportive, and rooted in shared values of inclusivity, musical excellence, and community 
service. 
 
A prime example of this collaboration was seen at Glasgow Pride, where members of 
Bathgate Band generously joined us to perform as part of our celebration of equality and 
diversity. Their presence and musicianship helped make the event a success, and their 
willingness to stand alongside us exemplifies the spirit of cooperation and solidarity that 
defines our bands’ relationship. 
 
Beyond this, Bathgate Band has demonstrated time and again its commitment to outreach, 
youth development, and creative vision. Their plans to convert the former Bathgate West 
Nursery into a dedicated community-focused Music Hub are not only inspiring—they are 
necessary. The Hub will provide a rehearsal and performance space not just for Bathgate 
Band, but for a wider range of ensembles and local groups. It will become a vital cultural 
resource for West Lothian, encouraging musical participation across generations. 
 



 
the cooperation band 

music for all 
Scottish Registered Charity SC040648 

 

Principal Conductor – Katrina Marzella-Wheeler · Band Manager – Alan Douglas · 
 Development & Communications Manager – Matt Fuller  

Email: alan.thecooperationband@gmail.com · Phone: +44 7533 853777 
www.thecooperationband.co.uk 

Bathgate Band’s approach aligns perfectly with our own principles. We have seen the 
dedication, work ethic, and inclusive mindset of their committee, players, and supporters. 
They are a model of how music can build bridges between people and serve as a lasting 
force for good in a community. 
 
As one of Scotland’s leading ensembles, the cooperation band is proud to be counted 
among Bathgate Band’s collaborators. We fully endorse their vision for the Bathgate Music 
Hub and encourage all stakeholders, funders, and community partners to support this 
transformative initiative. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Alan Douglas 

Band Manager 

the cooperation band 

 



 


