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Introduction

sportscotland has undertaken national runs of the Facilities Planning Model (FPM) for sports
halls, swimming pools and synthetic grass pitches (SGPs). These use facilities information
from 2023, and 2011 census information, which provides population information for 2023 and
projections to 2033. We have included only 2033 projections, as the differences (in terms of
outputs) between the dates are not significant.

The purpose of this report is to share with the Council and Trust the main outputs of the model
for these facility types.

The outputs in this report are based on national runs of the FPM, this contains less detail than
a local run. A local FPM run contains more detail, for example: scenario testing; mapping of
demand and unmet demand; information on export and import of demand and transport mode
information. You may want to consider a local run in relation to your local planning for sport.

In addition, it is useful to compare the patterns of use predicted by the FPM with actual
throughput figures and we would suggest that this is done.

Background to FPM

The principles behind the FPM are described in the ‘Facility Planning Model’ datasheet which
is available on our website at the following link. In summary, it is a tool to provide an objective
assessment of the likely demand for sports facilities.

The demand figures used in the model for sports halls and swimming pools are based on
survey information from the Scottish Health Survey (2012-2021 data), which is then applied to
the population in the area. For participation data for under 16s, we have used Sport England’s
Active Lives data from 2017-2020, as we do not have comparable data for Scotland which
details what kind of sport under 16s are participating in.

In relation to synthetic pitches, the survey research that was undertaken to inform the FPM
was in 2007, so this is now out of date, especially given the development in the use of synthetic
surfaces.

The model takes into account the population of the area and its demographic structure.

It should be stressed that the model does not predict actual usage of facilities, as this is
determined by a wide range of factors such as management and programming. As the demand
used is derived from national surveys, this will mask regional and local variations in
participation levels.

For the three facility types considered, the FPM models for attendance in the peak period, ie
when the facilities are at their busiest. The peak periods vary between the facility types and
are based on survey information. The model also uses a distance decay function for travel
times — travel modes of walking, driving and public transport is used — this has a cut off at 30
minutes for pools and halls and 90 minutes for synthetic pitches.


https://sportscotland.org.uk/facilities/planning/facility-planning-model/

Executive Summary

e Average build dates of the three facility types are similar to the national average.

e Courts, waterspace and full size synthetic pitches per head of population are higher
than the national average.

o All of the Council area is within the driving catchment of the facility types, not all is
within a walk catchment.

e Those living in the 10% most deprived areas have better walking accessibility for the
three facility types than the Council average.

¢ Most demand is met for the facility types. Unmet demand is mainly due to people
without access to a car being outwith the walking catchment of a facility, but numbers
are low.

e The council is expected to be a net importer of visits to halls and pools, for full sized
synthetic pitches import/export is balanced.

o Most facilities are expected to be operating with their capacity. Comparing the FPM
outputs with actual throughputs is helpful for testing how comparable the demand
figures are for West Lothian.

e The FPM is a model which suggests likely patterns of demand, it does not predict
actual usage. Decisions about any changes to sports facility provision should be
taken on the basis of more detailed analysis and local engagement.



Halls

Introduction

The tables below show the FPM outputs for 2033 population projections.

The demand parameters are taken from the Scottish Health Survey, which asks a range of
guestions about sports participation. These are then adjusted to include participation that
happens in sports halls/studios etc. It is only sports centres/schools which have sports halls
of 3 courts and above that are included in the model, and we realise that activity will happen
in other facilities, so an adjustment is made to account for this.

We have included football participation information from the Scottish Health Survey in sports
hall participation, we have used a figure of 10% of the overall football participation, after
consultation with the SFA.

FPM Outputs

Supply

Table 1 - Supply 2033
Number of halls 59
Number of hall sites 25
Supply in badminton court equivalents 187.4
Supply in courts scaled with hours available in peak period 154.7
Supply in visits per week in peak period 42,224
Average year built of all sites 1993
Average year built of public sites 1993

West Lothian has 25 hall sites which contain between them a total of 59 halls. The average
year built is 1993, similar to the national average build age of 1991.

This equates to 10 courts per 10,000 population. The national average is 7 courts per 10,000
population, the figures for Midlothian and Falkirk are 3 and 6 courts per 10,000 population
respectively.

The location of these and their walking and driving catchments (based on 20-minute walk and
drive times) are shown in figures 1 and 2 below. All the council area is within the drive
catchment of a range of sports halls. Not all the area is within a walking catchment, although
there is likely to be access to smaller hall spaces (these outputs relate to centres with at least
a 3 court hall on site).



Figure 1 — Sports halls - locations and number of facilities within 20-minute walking catchment
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Figure 2 — Sports halls - locations and number of facilities within 20-minute driving catchment
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Demand

Table 2 - Demand 2033

Population 196,707
Visits demanded per week in peak period 18,576
Demand in courts with comfort factor included 85.1
% of demand in the 10% most deprived LSOAs nationally 5.2%

2033 population is predicted to result in a peak period demand of around 19,000 visits to
sports halls.

Of that demand, around 5% is expected to be from people living in the 10% most deprived
LSOAs. This compares with the national average of 10% of demand coming from people in
the 10% most deprived LSOAs. The figures for Midlothian and Falkirk are 3% and 6%
respectively.

The location of sports halls relative to the deprivation indices is shown in Figure 3 below.

Figure 3 Sports hall locations and Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation LSOAs
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Accessibility

Table 3 - Accessibility 2033

% of population without access to a car 24.4%
% of total population within a 20-minute walk of a hall 69.6%
% of 10% most deprived population within a 20-minute walk of a hall 80.8%
% of demand satisfied when travelled:

by car 74.3%
on foot 16.2%
by public transport 9.5%

In relation to how easily people can access halls, around 24% of the Council area population
does not have access to a car. The national figure is 30%, the figures for Midlothian and Falkirk
are similar to West Lothian at just over 20%.

70% of people living in West Lothian can walk to a 3-court hall in 20 minutes or less, greater
to the national figure of around 60%. The figures for Midlothian and Falkirk are 22% and
64% respectively.

Of those living in the 10% most deprived areas, 81% are within a 20-minute walk of a 3-court
hall. The national figure is 75% and the figures for Midlothian and Falkirk are 0% and 55%
respectively.

Most demand is predicted to be satisfied by car travel (74%), similar to the national average.
The amount of car/foot/public transport travel is predicted to be similar for West Lothian and
Falkirk, for Midlothian slightly more car based travel is predicted.

Satisfied Demand

Table 4 - Satisfied Demand 2033

Number of visits met per week in peak period 17,538
% of demand satisfied 94.4%
Number of visits retained per week in peak period 17,038
Demand retained as a % of satisfied demand 97.1%
Number of visits exported per week in peak period 500

Demand exported as a % of satisfied demand 2.9%

The model predicts that over 90% of demand in the peak period is met. The national average
is 88%, the figures for Midlothian and Falkirk are 81%and 93% respectively.

Almost all of the demand from people living in West Lothian is predicted to be met by sports
halls in the Council area (97%)).



Unmet Demand

Table 5 - Unmet Demand 2033

Number of visits unmet per week in peak period 1,038
Unmet demand as a % of total demand 5.6%
Equivalent in courts with comfort factor included 4.8
% of unmet demand due to:

Facility too far away: 99.9%
Without access to a car 96.0%
With access to a car 3.9%
Lack of facility capacity: 0.1%
Without access to a car 0.1%
With access to a car 0.0%
% of 10% most deprived demand unmet 7.2%

The model predicts around 6% of demand is unmet at council level, the national average is
12% and for Midlothian and Falkirk the figures are 20% and 7% respectively.

Of that unmet demand, almost all (99%) is because people live too far away from a sports
hall, and of that, again almost all (96%) is people who don’t have access to a car.

While walking catchments are better (in percentage terms — see table 3 above) for those in
high SIMD areas, unmet demand is slightly greater (in percentage terms) for these areas as
compared with the Council average.

Figures 4 below shows patterns of reachable unmet demand. This is at very low levels
across the Council area, less than 1 badminton court equivalent.

Figure 4 — Reachable unmet demand expressed in courts
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Used Capacity

Table 6 - Used Capacity 2033

Number of visits used of capacity per week in peak period 19,488
% of overall capacity of halls used 46.2%
% of visits made by walkers 14.6%
% of visits made by road 85.4%
Number of visits imported per week in peak period 2,450
Demand imported as a % of used capacity 12.6%
Number of visits retained per week in peak period 17,038
Demand retained as a % of used capacity 87.4%
Difference between visits imported and exported 1,950

At council level it’s predicted that around 50% of hall capacity is used in the peak period. The

national average is 59% and for Midlothian and Stirling the figures are 100% and 72%

respectively.

Table 4 above indicates that some people (500 in the peak period per week) will travel
outwith the council area to sports halls, similarly the model also predicts that some people

(2,450 in the peak period per week) will travel into the council area from surrounding areas.
This is a difference of 1,950 visits — ie the model predicts that there is a net import of visits to

sports halls in the Council area.
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Table 7 - Annual Throughput & Percentage Utilised

Capacity Hours Throughput

Total council area 1,355,172 46
Individual Sites (projected annual th'put)

ARMADALE ACADEMY 38 71,791 52
ARMADALE COMMUNITY EDUCATION CENTRE 46 36,998 52
BATHGATE ACADEMY 33 31,956 25
BEATLIE SCHOOL (ASN) 33 16,238 54
BLACKBURN PARTNERSHIP CENTRE 46 71,308 100
BROXBURN ACADEMY 25 17,778 27
DEANS COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL 34 77,111 47
FAULDHOUSE PARTNERSHIP CENTRE 45 61,176 96
INVERALMOND COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL 34 57,906 52
LINLITHGOW ACADEMY 32 49,800 63
OUR LADY OF LOURDES RC PRIMARY SCHOOL 45 44,959 71
ST KENTIGERN'S RC ACADEMY 21 15,235 28
ST MARGARET'S ACADEMY 37 36,941 41
STONEYBURN COMMUNITY CENTRE 45 20,516 32
THE JAMES YOUNG HIGH SCHOOL 40 60,786 58
WEST CALDER HIGH SCHOOL 37 27,855 78
WEST LOTHIAN COLLEGE 32 20,006 39
WHITBURN ACADEMY 33 39,414 39
WHITBURN COMMUNITY CENTRE 45 44,838 47
XCITE BATHGATE 46 115,281 38
XCITE BROXBURN SPORTS CENTRE 38 110,093 38
XCITE CRAIGSWOOD 46 89,076 49
XCITE EAST CALDER 37 57,911 80
XCITE LINLITHGOW LEISURE CENTRE 46 74,408 33
Kﬁ:;gﬁgﬁggﬁi@i@:&gﬁT AND WELLBEING HUB 43 105,792 37

At council level used capacity in the peak period is predicted to be around 50%. There are
variations suggested between the halls in terms of how busy they may be at peak times.
Most halls are predicted to be operating with their capacity at peak times. One is predicted to
be full at peak times (Blackburn partnership centre) and 2 at 80% or over capacity
(Fauldhouse partnership centre and Xcite East Calder). The maximum peak period hours is
46, so some additional capacity could be created at Xcite East Calder by increasing opening
times.

11



Conclusion

Average date of build is 1993, slightly newer than the Scottish average of 1991.
Courts per head of population (10 per 10,000) is greater than the national average of
7 per 10,000.

All of the council area is within the drivetime of a 3-court sports hall, but not everyone
can walk to one.

More people (in percentage terms) from the 10% most deprived areas can walk to a
hall (81%) than the Council average (70%). Despite this, levels of unmet demand are
slightly higher in percentage terms, although overall unmet demand is low.

Most demand is expected to be met (94% of demand). Unmet demand is mainly due
to people without access to a car living outside the catchment of a hall.

The council area is a net importer of hall visits (around 2000 a week in the peak
period).

Used capacity of halls at peak periods is predicted to vary between centres, most
operate within their capacity, one is predicted to be full at peak times and 2 at a
capacity of 80% or above.

12



Pools

The tables below show the FPM outputs for 2033 population projections. The data for the
FPM run was finalised before the closure of pools in Livingston, Broxburn and Armadale.
The data will be updated for the next national run in 2025.

FPM Outputs

Supply

Number of pools 21
Number of pool sites 17
Supply in sgm of water 4,405
Supply in sgm of water scaled with hours available in peak 3438
period '
Supply in visits per week in peak period 29,811
Average year built of all sites 1993
Average year built of public sites 1993

West Lothian has 21 swimming pools at 17 sites (this includes pools in Livingston, Broxburn
and Armadale which are now closed). The average year built is 1993, similar to the national
average build age of 1990.

This equates to non-commercial waterspace of 23sgm per 1,000 population. The national
average is 14sgm of waterspace per 1,000 population, the figures for Midlothian and Falkirk
are 13 and 19sgm of waterspace per 1,000 population respectively.

The location of these and their walking and driving catchments are shown in figures 5 and 6
below. All the council area is within the drive catchment of at least pool but not all within a
walking catchment (based on 20-minute walk and drive times).

Figure 5 — Swimming Pools - locations and number of facilities within 20-minute walking catchment
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Figure 6 — Swimming Pools - locations and number of facilities within 20-minute driving catchment
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Demand

Table 9 - Demand 2033
Population 196,707
Visits demanded per week in peak period 13,488

Demand in sgm of water with comfort factor included 2,238
% of demand in the 10% most deprived LSOAs nationally 5.2%

2033 population is predicted to result in a peak period demand of around 13,500 visits per
week to swimming pools.

Of that demand, 5% is from people living in the 10% most deprived LSOAs. This compares
with the national average of 10% of demand coming from people in the 10% most deprived
LSOAs. The figures for Midlothian and Falkirk are around 5%.

The location of swimming pools relative to the deprivation indices is shown in Figure 7
below.

14



Figure 7 — Swimming Pools - locations and SIMD data
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Table 10 - Accessibility 2033
% of population without access to a car 24.4%
% of total population within a 20-minute walk of a pool 53.3%
% of 10% most deprived population within a 20-minute walk of 65.4%
a pool '
% of demand satisfied when travelled:
by car 69.4%
on foot 20.0%
by public transport 10.6%

In terms of how easily people can access pools, around 20% of the Council area population
does not have access to a car. The national figure is 30%, the figures for Midlothian and Falkirk
are also around 20%.

Around 50% of people living in West Lothian can walk to a swimming pool in 20 minutes or
less. The national figure is around 40% and the figures for Midlothian and Falkirk are 37% and
50% respectively.

Of those living in the 10% most deprived areas (which makes up around 5% of demand in this
Council area), 65% are within a 20-minute walk of a pool. The national figure is 48% and the
figures for Midlothian and Falkirk are 0% and 53% respectively.

Most demand is predicted to be satisfied by car travel (around 70%), this is similar to the

national average. The amount of car/foot/public transport travel is predicted to be similar for
West Lothian, Midlothian and Falkirk.

15



Satisfied Demand

Table 11- Satisfied Demand 2033

Number of visits met per week in peak period 12,857
% of demand satisfied 95.3%
Number of visits retained per week in peak period 12,230
Demand retained as a % of satisfied demand 95.1%
Number of visits exported per week in peak period 627

Demand exported as a % of satisfied demand 4.9%

The model predicts that 95% of peak period demand will be met, the national average is 89%.
In Midlothian and Falkirk around 90% of demand is predicted to be met.

The majority (95%) of satisfied demand is met within the council area - around 5% of satisfied
demand (627 visits in the peak period per week) is predicted to be exported to other local
authority areas.

Unmet Demand

Table 12 - Unmet Demand 2033

Number of visits unmet per week in peak period 631
Unmet demand as a % of total demand 4.7%
Equivalent in sgm of water with comfort factor included 104.7
% of unmet demand due to:

Facility too far away: 99.7%
Without access to a car 91.7%
With access to a car 8.0%
Lack of facility capacity: 0.3%
Without access to a car 0.1%
With access to a car 0.2%
% of 10% most deprived demand unmet 6.4%

The model predicts that 5% of peak period demand will not be met, the national average is
11%. In Midlothian and Falkirk 7% and 6% of demand respectively is predicted to be unmet.

Of that unmet demand, almost all is because people live too far away from a pool, and of
that, most (90%) is people who don’t have access to a car.

For people living in the 10% most deprived area, 6% of demand is predicted to be unmet.
The national average is 14% and the figures for Midlothian and Falkirk are 14% and 9%.
respectively.

Figure 8 below shows patterns of reachable unmet demand. This is at low levels across the
Council area (see Figure 8 below).
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Figure 8 — Reachable unmet demand expressed in sgm of waterspace
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Used Capacity

Table 13 - Used Capacity 2033

Number of visits used of capacity per week in peak period 14,232
% of overall capacity of pools used 47.7%
% of visits made to pools by walkers 18.1%
% of visits made to pools by road 81.9%
Number of visits imported per week in peak period 2,002
Imported visits as a % of used capacity 14.1%
Number of visits retained per week in peak period 12,230
Demand retained as a % of used capacity 85.9%
Difference between visits imported and exported 1,375

At council level it is predicted that around 50% of pool capacity is used in the peak period.
The national average is 51% and for Midlothian and Falkirk the figures are 70% and 83%
respectively.

Table 11 above indicates that some people (627 visits in the peak period per week) will
travel outwith the council area to swimming pools, similarly the model also predicts that
some visits (2002) will be from people in surrounding areas. The model predicts that the
Council area is a net importer of visits — 1,375 more visits are imported to the area vs
exported from it.

17



Peak Percentage

Table 14- Annual Throughput & Percentage Utilised . Annual i
Capacity At Throughput Utlllse.d
Hours Capacity
Total council area 901,630 48
Individual Sites (projected annual th'put)
ARMADALE ACADEMY 40 30,042 44
BROXBURN ACADEMY 25 12,791 38
DEANS COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL 40 79,834 75
FAULDHOUSE PARTNERSHIP CENTRE 47 54,711 46
INVERALMOND COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL 40 14,924 42
ST KENTIGERN'S RC ACADEMY 22 9,853 53
ST MARGARET'S ACADEMY 39 61,904 57
THE JAMES YOUNG HIGH SCHOOL 40 36,536 40
WEST CALDER HIGH SCHOOL 39 38,816 55
WHITBURN ACADEMY 25 13,483 32
XCITE ARMADALE SWIMMING POOL 46 70,666 40
XCITE BATHGATE 39 130,438 68
XCITE BROXBURN SWIMMING POOL 45 60,436 29
XCITE LINLITHGOW LEISURE CENTRE 47 70,746 57
XCITE LIVINGSTON POOL 46 65,056 44
XCITE WHITBURN 40 60,309 35
ﬁllgixsggﬁiiiggang AND WELLBEING HUB 50 91,085 48

As noted at the start, the FPM work commenced in advance of 3 of the above pools closing.
At council level used capacity in the peak period is predicted to be around 50%.

There are some variations suggested between the pools, but most are predicted to have
similar levels of used capacity at peak times and operating within their capacity.

18



Conclusion

e Average date of build is 1993, similar to the Scottish average of 1990.

o Waterspace per head of population (23sgm per 1,000) is greater than the national
average of 14sqm per 1,000.

e All of the council area is within the drivetime of a pool, but not everyone can walk to
one.

¢ More people (in percentage terms) from the 10% most deprived areas can walk to a
pool (65%) than the Council average (53%) - although levels of unmet demand are
similar (around 5%).

e Most demand is expected to be met (around 95% of demand). Unmet demand is
mainly due to people without access to a car living outside the catchment of a pool.

e The council area is a net importer of pool visits (around 1000 a week in the peak
period).

o Used capacity of pools at peak periods is predicted to vary between centres, but all
are predicted to be operating within their capacity at peak times.

¢ The FPM work used data containing 3 pools which have since closed, which will
change some of these outputs.

19



Synthetic Pitches

The tables below show the FPM outputs for 2033 population projections.

In relation to synthetic pitches, the survey research that was undertaken to inform the FPM
was in 2007. There has been a significant increase in the use of synthetic pitches, particularly
for football, since that time. As such, the demand parameters for these may require
amendment, comparison of the outputs with actual throughput data would be useful for

informing this. Given this, we recommend that the outputs are treated with caution.

Please note that the FPM is in relation to the use of full sized synthetic pitches only, so
excluded are pitches smaller than this, and obviously these contribute to meeting demand for

this type of pitch surface.

The sports that are considered in relation to the SGP analysis are hockey, rugby and football.

The FPM considered the following scenarios.

1. All full size SGPs, with football and rugby using 2G and 3G surfaces and hockey

using 2G and waterbased surfaces.

2. Allfull size SGPs, with football and rugby using 3G surfaces only and hockey using

2G and waterbased surfaces.

The tables below show the FPM outputs for 2033 population projections. — which have the

same outputs for the first three tables.

FPM Outputs
Supply

Table 15 - Supply 2033

Number of pitches 21
Number of pitch sites 19
Supply in pitches 21
Supply in publicly available pitches scaled with hours available 21.0
in peak period '
Supply in visits per week in peak period 15,540
Average year built all sites 2011
Average year built public sites 2011

There are 21 full size synthetic pitch surfaces within the council area, at 19 sites.

This equates to 1.1 full size pitch per 10,000 people, similar to the national average. The

figures for Midlothian and Falkirk are 0.6 and 0.9 respectively.

The data available in relation to date built and refurbished for synthetic pitches does not
have a high level of accuracy across the country, but based on the data available the

average age is similar to the national average of 2012.
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The location of these and their walking and driving catchments are shown in figures 9 and 10
below. All of the council area is within the drive catchment of a full-size synthetic pitch but not
all within a walking catchment (based on 20-minute walk and drive times).

Figure 9 — Full size synthetic pitches - Location and number within 20-minute walk catchments
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Figure 10 — Full size synthetic pitches - Location and number within 20-minute drive catchments
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Demand

Table 16 - Demand 2033

Population 196,707
Visits demanded per week in peak period 4,079
Demand in pitches 5.5
% of demand in the 10% most deprived LSOAs nationally 5.5%

2033 population is predicted to result in a peak period demand of around 4,000 visits to full
size synthetic pitches.

Of that demand, around 6% is from people living in the 10% most deprived LSOAs . This
compares with the national average of 11% of demand coming from people in the 10% most
deprived LSOAs. The figures for Midlothian and Falkirk are 3% and 6% respectively.

The location of full-size synthetic pitches relative to the deprivation indices is shown in
Figure 11 below.

Figure 11 — Full size synthetic pitch locations and Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation LSOAs
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Accessibility

Table 17 - Accessibility 2033

% of population without access to a car 24.4%
% of total population within a 20-minute walk of a pitch 55.5%
% of 10% most deprived population within a 20-minute walk

. 61.2%
from a pitch
% of demand satisfied when travelled:
by car 69.3%
on foot 28.2%
by public transport 2.5%

In terms of how easily people can access full size synthetic pitches, around 20% of the Council
area population does not have access to a car. The national figure is also 30%, the figures for
Midlothian and Falkirk are around 20%.

Around 50% of people living in West Lothian can walk to a full-size synthetic pitch in 20
minutes or less. The national figure is around 50% and the figures for Midlothian and Falkirk
are 30% and 50% respectively.

Of those living in the 10% most deprived areas (which makes up around 5% of demand in this
Council area), around 60% are within a 20-minute walk of a full size synthetic pitch. The
national average is 64% and the figures for Midlothian and Falkirk are 0% and 39%
respectively.

Most demand is predicted to be satisfied by car travel (around 70%); this is similar to the

national average. The amount of car/foot/public transport travel is predicted to be similar for
West Lothian, Midlothian and Falkirk.
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Satisfied Demand

2033- not
2033-  sharing - ie
sharing —ie  football
Table 18 - Satisfied Demand football using 3G
using all only
pitch types
Number of visits met per week in peak period 3,943 3,982
% of total demand satisfied 96.7% 97.6%
Number of visits retained per week in peak period 3,354 3,443 \
Demand retained as a % of satisfied demand 85.1% 86.5%
Number of visits exported per week in peak period 589 539 \
Demand exported as a % of satisfied demand 14.9% 13.5%

The model predicts almost all peak period demand will be met, the national average is 94%.
In Midlothian and Falkirk around similar levels of demand is predicted to be met.

The majority (over 85%) satisfied demand is met within the council area - 15% of satisfied
demand (500-600 visits in the peak period per week) is predicted to be exported to other local
authority areas.

Unmet Demand

2033 - 2033 - not
sharing —ie sharing —ie
Table 19 - Unmet Demand football football using
using all 3G only
pitch types
Number of visits unmet per week in peak period 136 97
Unmet demand as a % of total demand 3.3% 2.4%
Equivalent in pitches 0.2 0.1
% of unmet demand due to:
Facility too far away: 70.6% 100.0%
\Without access to a car 14.8% 21.6%
With access to a car 55.8% 78.4%
Lack of facility capacity: 29.4% 0.0%
\Without access to a car 2.9% 0.0%
With access to a car 26.6% 0.0%
% of 10% most deprived demand unmet 6.4% 6.7%

The model predicts very little unmet demand, the national average is 6%. In Midlothian and
Falkirk, similar to West Lothian, the model suggests very little unmet demand.

For people living in the 10% most deprived area, 6% of demand is predicted to be unmet.
The national average is 3% and the figures for Midlothian and Falkirk are 2% and 3%.
respectively.

In both scenarios, unmet demand in visits is very low.
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Used Capacity

2033 - 2033- not
sharing —ie sharing —ie
Table 20 - Used Capacity football football using
using all 3G only
pitch types
Number of visits used of capacity per week in peak period 3,711 3,877
% of overall capacity of pitches used 23.9% 25.0%
% of visits made to pitches by walkers 30.0% 26.6%
% of visits made to pitches by road 70.0% 73.4%
Number of visits imported per week in peak period 357 434
Imported visits as a % of used capacity 9.6% 11.2%
Number of visits retained per week in peak period 3,354 3,443
Demand retained as a % of used capacity 90.4% 88.8%
Difference between visits imported and exported -232 -105

At council level it is predicted that around 20% of pitch capacity is used in the peak period.
The national average is 28% and for Midlothian and Falkirk the figures are 30% and 25%
respectively.

Table 18 above indicates that some visits from those living in the council area (500-600 visits
in the peak period per week) will travel outwith the council area to full size pitches, similarly
the model also predicts that some people (around 400 visits) will travel into the council area
from surrounding areas, the model predicts that the Council area is an exporter of visits, but
the number is small.
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Percentage Annual Percentage
Annual Utilised ThroughputUtilised
Table 21 - Annual Throughput & UL S| Gk a7 plils  [cetpeeiny -
Percentage Utilised Capacity Surface sharing —ie _sharlng — sharing — |e_not sharing —
football using ie football football ie football
all pitch types using all using 3G using 3G
pitch types only only
Total council area 218,322 24 228,032 25
Individual Sites (projected annual th'put)
ALBYN PARK SPORTS GROUND / 3 7921 18 pas ko
ARMADALE ACADEMY 3G 11,099 25 11,256 26
BANKTON MAINS PARK 3G 10,377 24 10,818 25
BATHGATE ACADEMY 3G 11,460 26 12,198 28
BATHGATE SPORTS CENTRE 3G 9,980 23 10,226 23
BROXBURN ACADEMY 3G 9,911 23 10,301 24
DEANS COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL Sandbased 21,258 49 17,011 39
FAULDHOUSE PARTNERSHIP CENTRE 3G 8,250 19 8,304 19
INVERALMOND COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL 3G 12,965 30 15,623 36
LINLITHGOW ACADEMY Sandbased 19,242 44 18,200 12
LIVINGSTON FOOTBALL CLUB 3G 18,569 21 21,186 24
MURRAYFIELD PARK 3G 10,114 23 10,480 24
ST KENTIGERN'S RC ACADEMY 3G 10,793 25 11,146 26
ST MARGARET'S ACADEMY 3G 11,047 25 12,339 28
THE JAMES YOUNG HIGH SCHOOL 3G 9,479 22 9,860 23
WEST CALDER HIGH SCHOOL 3G 6,356 15 6,469 15
WHITBURN ACADEMY 3G 14,668 34 14,883 34
XCITE LINLITHGOW LEISURE CENTRE 3G 6,671 15 0,842 23
WELLEEING HUB (WINCHEURGH ACADEMY) | % I

At council level used capacity in the peak period is predicted to be around 20%.

There are variations suggested between the pitches, but none are predicted to be full. There
is minimal difference between the 2 scenarios — ie football using 3G surfaces only vs football

using all surfaces. This is likely due to most surfaces being 3G in the council area. As noted,

the demand information that is used is not up to date so these outputs should be treated with

caution.
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Conclusion

Average date of build is 2012, the same as the Scottish average.

Full size synthetic pitches per head of population (1.1 per 10,000) is greater than the
national average of 1 per 10,000.

All of the council area is within the drivetime of a full size synthetic pitch, but not
everyone can walk to one.

More people (as a percentage) from the 10% most deprived areas can walk to a full
size synthetic pitch (61%) than the Council average (56%).

Most demand is expected to be met (98% of demand). Unmet demand is mainly due
to people without access to a car living outside the catchment of a pitch, but the
overall numbers are low.

Import and export of demand is predicted to be fairly balanced.

Used capacity of full size synthetic pitches at peak periods is predicted to vary
between sites, all are operating within their capacity at peak times.

The survey research that was undertaken to inform the demand data used was in 2007.
There has been a significant increase in the use of synthetic pitches, particularly for
football, since that time. Accordingly, we recommend that the outputs for this facility
type are treated with caution.
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Next Steps

The above has outlined the national FPM outputs for the Council area.

The key outputs are outlined in each section and the Executive Summary at the start of this
report.

In conclusion:

1. Arethere any gaps in relation to the supply information we have used? It is appreciated
that the analysis includes 3 pools which have now closed.

2. Comparing your throughput data to what the model predicts can be useful for testing
the model in your area.

3. Can using this or a local run of the FPM help planning for sport or the Local
Development Plan?

As noted at the start, this is a model which suggests likely patterns of demand, it does not
predict actual usage. Decisions about any changes to sports facility provision should be taken
on the basis of more detailed analysis and local engagement.

Lorraine Jones

sportscotland

September 2024
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