
“Embrace diversity including neuro-developmental
differences such as autism and ADHD. Don’t send
those kids away. They can be creative, inventive
and an asset to your school if provided the right
support. This goes for all flavours of diversity”
(Parent)

Presumption of
Mainstream
Parental Information

Guidance on the Presumption to provide
Education in a Mainstream setting 

2023 Report: The National Discussion on
Education
Key Aspects:

Scottish education has an inclusive ethos. Everyone
involved in the education of Scotland’s children and young
people is working towards a single, clear vision for Scottish
education - excellence and equity for every child and
young person in Scotland. 

To maintain the visibility of children and young people who have additional support
needs.

An inclusive approach affords all children and young people the
opportunity to be a part of a community, boosting their emotional
wellbeing and aiding the development of social skills. Scotland’s
inclusive approach celebrates diversity and allows all children and
young people to develop an understanding and recognition of
differences, contributing to the development of an increasingly
inclusive, empathetic and more just society. 

Deputy First Minister (2018) Guidance on the presumption to provide education in
mainstream setting. 

All our Children and All their Potential 2020

Children and young people are at the heart of education in
Scotland.

All learners are supported in inclusive learning environments
which are safe, welcoming, caring, and proactively address any
barriers to learning and inequities that exist or arise.  The voices of
the children and young people who said again that they wanted a
safe , inclusive education system that valued everyone and
celebrated all kinds of success.

The definition of ASN is very wide and all-encompassing to identify as
many potential “additional” needs as possible to ensure that all children
who require support receive this. 

When over a third of the school-age population have an “additional”
need, it no longer becomes something “additional” to the education
system and children’s experiences, it is a central feature of Scotland’s
school population.

Scotland has ground breaking, rights widening legislation for
children who face additional barriers to learning and to
fulfilling their potential.  

How all our children and young people experience their schools and
communities matters.

Showing that people who are different to them are valued, respected and included shapes
the beliefs and attitudes, which will underpin their own contribution as adults to our
communities and wider Scottish society.

The key purpose of supporting all children and young people to learn and achieve.



“Together, these four features support the delivery of inclusive learning environments
for all children and young people that enable them to reach their full potential.”

Presumption to provide education in a mainstream setting: guidance Scottish Government 2020

West Lothian Vision
For all schools to be able to provide high-quality learning experiences and environments
that meet the needs of all learners.

Continuum of support 

Stage 1 – Universal
Pupils who’s needs are met in the classroom/ELC setting. Schools will have classroom level
supports and whole school strategies which reduce barriers to learning for all.

Stage 2 – Targeted
Pupils whose needs are met by the class / ELC staff team, and also through targeted additional
school-based intervention(s) and support. Supports for stage 1 will be in place.

Stage 3 – Enhanced
Children and young people are assessed as having significant support needs, meaning their
barriers to learning are likely to last for a year or more. The nature of the intervention required is
such that an enhanced level of support is required from two or more agencies, or different parts
of the same agency. Supports for stage 1 and 2 will be in place.

Stage 4 – Intensive
The child or young person’s needs are met through intensive support, accessing an
alternative appropriate educational setting or base (which may be full-time or part-
time). Furthermore, placement at an alternative appropriate educational provision may
be within or out-with West Lothian. Supports for stage 1, 2 and 3 will be in place.

Pathway 0 - Universal supports provided in mainstream establishments
including but not exclusive to: dyslexia support, support for learning, nurture,
peer mentoring, counselling services and personal care.

Pathway 1 - Primary school lead discussions with parents at local level.
Secondary enhanced transition model is identified in collaboration with parents.

Pathway 2 - Individual Support Plans - Assessment of wellbeing for transition to
outline how needs can be met in mainstream. Professionals including Educational
Psychologists may advise as appropriate.

Pathway 3 - Considered for special placements in exceptional circumstances.
Identified for pupils at continuum stage 3, where mainstream education has been
assessed as requiring bespoke planning for specific assessment of needs at
authority level. 

CAST Process 
Cluster Assessment Support Transition (CAST)

Cluster Assessment Support Transition (CAST)

Strategic Planning

Make Informed Decisions

Sharing models of support

Robust and collaborative approach

Meetings

‘An inclusive approach
which recognises diversity
and holds the ambition
that all children and young
people are enabled to
achieve to their fullest
potential is the
cornerstone to achieve
equity and excellence in
education for all of our
children and young
people’ 

Presumption to provide education in a
mainstream setting: guidance Scottish
Government 2020.

Specialist provision is provided in exceptional circumstances only. 

Rigorous assessment for access to specialist provision is completed by a group of
professionals who know the child and have robust information to make an informed
decision as to appropriateness of placement.

For all learners to be educated in their local community alongside their peers as is their
right according to Article 28 of the UNCRC which states that children and young people
have the right to education no matter who they are.

Transition meetings -Identified Outcomes  

Link Educational Psychologist and
Inclusion and Support Service

Senior leaders from ELC, Primary &
Secondary School

Education Support Service

Present Participating Achieving Support

The Continuum of Support is West Lothian’s framework for supporting all learners to
engage in education. Everyone involved in the education of West Lothian’s children and
young people is working towards an excellence and equity for every learner.


