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West Lothian Local Development Plan 2 Evidence Report

Schedule 2. Biodiversity and West Lothian’s Nature Network

Information Town and Country Planning (Scotland) (Act) 1997, as amended:

required by the

Act and NPF4 e Section 15(5)(a) ‘the principal physical, cultural, economic, social, built heritage
regarding the and environmental characteristics of the district’

issue addressed
in this section Other statutory requirements:

e SEA (Environmental Report)

e Biodiversity Duty Report

e Habitats Regulation Appraisal (HRA)
e Forest and Woodland Strategy

National Planning Policy 4 (adopted 13 February 2023)

e Policy 3 Biodiversity - LDPs should protect, conserve, restore and enhance
biodiversity in line with the mitigation hierarchy. They should also promote nature
recovery and nature restoration across the development plan area, including by:
facilitating the creation of nature networks and strengthening connections
between them to support improved ecological connectivity; restoring degraded
habitats or creating new habitats; and incorporating measures to increase
biodiversity, including populations of priority species.

This schedule aims not to repeat the content of other topics covered by the LDP2
Evidence Report. Other schedules which should be read alongside this schedule on
Biodiversity:

e 1 -Climate Change

e 3 -The Water Environment and Flooding

e 4 -Blue and Green infrastructure and Open Space
e 5- Natural places and soils

e 6 - Forestry, woodland and trees

e 7-Greenbelt

Links to e Scottish Government, Draft Scottish Biodiversity Strategy to 2045
Evidence e Scottish Government, Scotland’s Land Use Strategy 2021-2026
referenced in e Scottish Government, Scottish Climate Change Plan 2018-32

this schedule e Scottish Government, Scotland’s Forestry Strategy (2019-2029)
e Scottish Government, Scottish National Adaptation Plan 2024-29



https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-2045-tackling-nature-emergency-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2021/03/scotlands-third-land-use-strategy-2021-2026-getting-best-land/documents/consultation-lus3-consultation-analysis-sg-response/consultation-lus3-consultation-analysis-sg-response/govscot%3Adocument/consultation-lus3-consultation-analysis-sg-response.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/12/securing-green-recovery-path-net-zero-update-climate-change-plan-20182032/documents/update-climate-change-plan-2018-2032-securing-green-recovery-path-net-zero/update-climate-change-plan-2018-2032-securing-green-recovery-path-net-zero/govscot%3Adocument/update-climate-change-plan-2018-2032-securing-green-recovery-path-net-zero.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-forestry-strategy-20192029/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-national-adaptation-plan-2024-2029-2/pages/6/

e |IN PREPARATION - Working Together for Nature - West Lothian's Biodiversity
Action Plan 2025-35

e Scottish Government, Habitat Map of Scotland | Scotland's environment web

e SEPA, Environmental data | Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA)

e SEPA, Flood maps | Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA)

e West Lothian Council, Baseline digital habitat map of West Lothian

e West Lothian Council, West Lothian Baseline Biodiversity Report (2023)

e West Lothian Biodiversity Duty Report (needs uploading/link)

o NatureScot, Scottish Biodiversity List

e West Lothian Council, West Lothian Natural Capital Assessment 2023

e Records of species in West Lothian can be found in the NBN Atlas (the national
database) and from The Wildlife Information Centre (TWIC).

e West Lothian Council, mapping of protected sites in West Lothian

e NatureScot, Framework for Nature Networks in Scotland — Draft

e NatureScot, Developing with Nature guidance

e Scottish Government, Research into Approaches to Measuring Biodiversity in
Scotland

e West Lothian Council, Planning for Nature Guidance (2020)

e SEPA, River Basin Management Plan for Scotland for 2021 to 2027 (Cycle 2)

e SEPA, ‘water bodies data sheets’

Summary of Evidence

Purpose, scope and structure of this schedule

This schedule focuses on biodiversity in West Lothian. This schedule and its evidence are set out in the
following sections:

1. National biodiversity strategies, priorities and evidence
2. West Lothian Council’s Local Biodiversity Action Plan priorities and evidence
a. Habitats and Species data

b. Protected Sites

c. Invasive Non-Native Species

d. Watercourses and rivers, water pollution
e. Local Priorities

3. The West Lothian Nature Network
Securing Positive Effects for Biodiversity
5. Managing the Water Environment in West Lothian

B

Part 1 — National biodiversity strategies, priorities and evidence

1.1 Biodiversity means the variety of life on Earth, which includes all plants, animals, fungi, micro-
organisms (e.g. bacteria and viruses) and it includes the genetic diversity between organisms of the
same species. Globally, biodiversity has declined substantially in the last 50 years, and in Scotland
1in 9 (11%) species (State of Nature) are currently threatened with extinction.



https://www.environment.gov.scot/our-environment/habitats-and-species/habitat-map-of-scotland/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/environmental-data/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/water/flooding/flood-maps/
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/62972/West-Lothian-Habitat-Dashboard/html/west_lothian_habitat_dashboard.html?m=1726746326613
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/60085/West-Lothian-Baseline-Biodiversity-Report-2023/pdf/West_Lothian_Baseline_Biodiversity_Report_2023_FINAL_compressed.pdf?m=1707135746970
https://www.nature.scot/doc/scottish-biodiversity-list
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/60084/West-Lothian-Natural-Capital-Assessment-Report-2023/pdf/West_Lothian_Natural_Capital_Assessment_Report_2023_FINAL_compressed.pdf
https://nbnatlas.org/
http://www.wildlifeinformation.co.uk/
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/75252/Designated-Sites-in-West-Lothian
https://www.nature.scot/doc/framework-nature-networks-scotland
https://www.nature.scot/doc/developing-nature-guidance
https://www.gov.scot/publications/research-approaches-measuring-biodiversity-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/research-approaches-measuring-biodiversity-scotland/
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/43377/PG-Planning-Guidance-Planning-for-Nature-Development-Management-and-Wildlife-Adopted-April-2020/pdf/PG_-_Planning_for_Nature_-Development_Management_and_Wildlife_-_Adopted_Version_-Pdf_Version_-_Fixed.pdf?m=637272926452730000
https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/594088/211222-final-rbmp3-scotland.pdf
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/WaterBodyDataSheets/
https://stateofnature.org.uk/countries/scotland/

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

The Scottish Biodiversity Strategy establishes a national vision for biodiversity to 2045: halting
biodiversity loss by 2030 and restoring biodiversity by 2045. Key processes involved include 30x30
(protecting 30% of Scotland’s land and 30% of sea by 2030) and Nature Networks — linking together
habitats and protected areas across local authority areas and nationally to enable species to move
and to adapt to changing circumstances and the changing climate. NPF4 identifies that LDPs should
promote nature recovery and nature restoration across the development plan area, including by
facilitating the creation of nature networks and strengthening connections between them.

Scotland’s third Land Use Strategy (2021-2026) provides a vision for how land should be used across
the country with a projected increase in urban woodlands, rooftop and rain gardens to green cities
and towns; an increase in forested land, integrated with agriculture; more habitats restored,
connected and enhanced; better-quality peatland habitats, and a wider range of wildlife thriving in
wild areas. The Land Use Strategy includes targets for tree planting rates to reach 18,000 hectares
per year by 2024-25 and 250,000 hectares of restored peatland by 2030.

The Scottish Climate Change Plan 2018-32 recognises that Scotland’s natural environment is one of
our greatest national assets, and recognises the ecosystem services provided by these natural
assets. One of the Scottish National Adaptation Plan 2024-29 outcomes is connecting nature,
recognising the impact climate change has on wildlife and habitats, that connectivity is crucial for
functioning healthy ecosystems and recognising the role of green spaces in climate resilience.

Scotland’s Forestry Strategy (2019-2029) presents a 50-year vision to expand, protect and enhance
Scotland’s forests and woodlands, to deliver greater economic, social and environmental benefits
to Scotland’s people. LDP’s are to be informed by an up to date Forestry and Woodland Strategy.

Part 2 - West Lothian Council’s Local biodiversity strategy priorities and evidence

2.1

2.2

2.3

West Lothian Council’s Local Biodiversity Action Plan, Working Together for Nature - West
Lothian's Biodiversity Action Plan 2025-35 (WLC20) outlines how our local biodiversity can
contribute to these national/global priorities, to help us manage the land to promote the
protection, enhancement and creation of habitats, to ensure connectivity throughout the area
and to facilitate a wider understanding of locally important habitats and species.

West Lothian Council’s Biodiversity Duty Report (2021-2023) sets out actions to protect and
promote biodiversity in West Lothian, including the role of the LDP in implementation.

Habitat Data

Mapping of all the habitats in West Lothian was carried out in 2022 to inform the LBAP. A baseline
digital habitat map of West Lothian is available to be used for strategic biodiversity planning.



https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/62972/West-Lothian-Habitat-Dashboard/html/west_lothian_habitat_dashboard.html?m=1726746326613
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/62972/West-Lothian-Habitat-Dashboard/html/west_lothian_habitat_dashboard.html?m=1726746326613

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

Proportion of Habitat Types (1% or more) Across West
Lothian
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In West Lothian:

e the most common habitat type is improved grassland which currently covers 26% of the area,
compared to semi-natural grassland which covers approx 16% of the area. ‘Improved grassland’
typically doesn’t support so many species and as grassland species continue to decline,

e the total woodland is 21% for West Lothian. This is above Scotland’s average, which is 18.5%
coverage, although still much lower than Europe at 38%; and,

e private gardens currently take up 4.3% of the whole of West Lothian and therefore present a
significant opportunity to support wildlife in urban areas.

The baseline habitat mapping also reveals the prevalence of low-biodiversity habitats across the
area, with improved grassland, amenity grassland, arable and conifer woodland (forestry)
collectively covering 50% of West Lothian.

The West Lothian Baseline Biodiversity Report (2023) assesses all the habitats, their condition, their
significance and their biodiversity value. The aim of this baseline assessment is to allow for strategic
planning for, and monitoring of, changes in biodiversity resulting from projects, developments, land
use changes and management practices. In addition to helping inform planning decisions, it will also
allow a direct comparison of the baseline before and after these changes to allow WLC to
demonstrate the effect operations have on biodiversity at any level.

This biodiversity baseline assessment can be used to inform strategic planning, land management
initiatives, performance monitoring and funding opportunities, specifically the Local Development

Plan 2, Climate Change Action Plan and Adaptation Plan.

Table 1: Comparison of habitat areas in 1994 and 2023

West Lothian ! Habitat Area (ha) % Cover 1994 | Area (ha) % Cover 2023
Types 1994 2023

42,504 100% 43,170 100%
Woodland and Scrub 6,741 14.0% 9,054 21.0%




Grassland and Marsh 17,757 36.0% 17,408 40.3%
Tall Herb and Fen 299 0.6% 3 0.0%
Heathland 1,399 3.0% 176 0.4%
Mires and peatlands 2,201 4.0% 2,303 5.3%
Swamp 70 0.1% 3 0.0%
Open Water 500 1.0% 603 1.4%
Coastland 273 0.5% 281 0.6%
Rock and spoil 316 0.6% 372 0.9%
Miscellaneous (cultivated | 13,296 27.0%

land etc)

Arable 4,986 11.5%
Urban unsurveyed areas 5,611 13.2%

Miscellaneous (amenity 7,819 18.1%
grassland, built up area,

infrastructure, gardens,

other)

Unclassified (under 164 0.4%
development)

Source : West Lothian phase 1 habitat survey 1994; West Lothian Baseline Habitat Map by WSP /
NCS 2023)
Footnote: West Lothian represents approximately 0.5% of the land area of Scotland.

2.8 The current Scottish Biodiversity List national priority habitats known to be present in West

Lothian are:
Habitat name UK Hab Status
code
Other lowland mixed deciduous woodland wlf7 Conservation action needed
Lowland meadows g3a Conservation action needed
Lowland dry acid grassland gla Conservation action needed
Lowland heathland h1b5 Conservation action needed /
Avoid negative impacts
Upland heathland h1b6 Conservation action needed /
Avoid negative impacts
Blanket bog (degraded) f1a5/6 Conservation Action needed
/ Avoid negative impacts
Lowland raised bog (degraded) f1b5/6 Conservation action needed
Lowland fen f2a Conservation action needed
Purple moor grass and rough pasture f2b Conservation action needed
Wood pasture and parkland Conservation action needed
*Upland oak woodland wila Conservation action needed /
Avoid negative impacts
*Upland ash woodland wilb6 Conservation action needed /
Avoid negative impacts
*Upland birch woodland wle Conservation action needed
*Lowland calcareous grassland g2a5 Conservation action needed /
Avoid negative impacts



https://www.nature.scot/doc/scottish-biodiversity-list

*Coastal saltmarsh t2a Avoid negative impacts

*Eutrophic standing waters rla Conservation action needed /
Avoid negative impacts

*Ponds Conservation action needed

*Rivers r2a Conservation action needed

*Hedgerows h2a Watching brief only

*Arable field margins cla5/6/7 Conservation action needed

*Open Mosaic Habitats on Previously ula Watching brief only

Developed Land (OMHPDL)

*Traditional orchards Watching brief only

*Wet woodland wild Conservation action needed /
Avoid negative impacts

*Not picked up in habitat mapping, but known to be present

2.9 The council has also carried out a West Lothian Natural Capital Assessment (2023) to quantify the
benefits that each habitat provides. This assessment used the baseline habitat map to model
eleven ecosystem services:

carbon storage and sequestration,

air purification,

noise regulation,

local climate (urban heat) regulation,

pollination capacity,

water flow regulation,

water quality (sediment yield and nutrient deposition) regulation,
food production,

timber production, and

accessible nature.

2.10 For every ecosystem service, the current capacity of the natural environment to deliver that service
was mapped. These ‘heat maps’ show broadly which habitats/areas are currently giving the most
benefit for each function e.g. which areas best regulate water flow, have the ability to store the
most carbon (over the long term), to sequester the most carbon (year on year), etc.

2.11 In summary:

West Lothian land is identified, on average, to be a source of yearly carbon emissions at a rate
of -0.33 tCO2e/ha/yr. This is mainly due to emissions associated with agriculture and degraded
bog habitats, which are not currently offset by the presence of good condition semi-natural
habitats. This is a good reason to improve the condition of habitats across the area.

The land owned by WLC, in comparison, sequesters (takes in) carbon across the whole
landholding with an average of 2.4 tCO2e/ha/yr; this is because woodland is common on WLC
ground and emissions from farming and degraded peat habitats are much less common on
council land.

For West Lothian as a whole, the presence of large areas of deep peat in blanket and raised
bogs in the south and west mean there is significant capacity for long-term carbon storage
within the soil of West Lothian.



e Woodlands are shown as important for the provision of many ecosystem services (carbon
sequestration, air quality, local climate and noise regulation, pollination, water flow and
quality). These also lie mostly to the south and west of the region.

e The gardens and open spaces of West Lothian’s urban settlements currently have the greatest
capacity for pollination services, highlighting their potential to support insect pollinators.

e Demand for air purification, noise regulation, local climate regulation and accessible nature is
greatest in urban areas close to major roads (e.g. Livingston and Whitburn), as these contain
large populations with potentially poor health, that would benefit from pollution reduction
and noise abatement. These are good reasons to especially improve the quantity and quality
of habitats in urban areas.

Species Data
2.12 Records of species in West Lothian can be found in the NBN Atlas (the national database) and from

The Wildlife Information Centre (TWIC). The Scottish Government produces an up-to-date list of
national Priority species and habitats, in the Scottish Biodiversity List.

Protected Sites

2.13 Protected sites characterise the most biodiverse sites in West Lothian and account for 16% of the
land coverage. West Lothian Council landholdings comprise 51% protected land. Protected sites are
also the most able to mitigate and adapt to climate change, as they are the least degraded and
hence will be the most resilient areas (if adequately connected). West Lothian Council’s LBAP has
the aim of by 2030, 30% of land in West Lothian is protected, resulting in increased conservation
areas and improved environmental sustainability (An increase of 14%).

2.14 Mapping is available for all the protected sites in West Lothian includes:

e Statutory (legally) protected sites: including 16 Sites of Special Scientific Interest, 1 National
Nature Reserve, and 2 Special Areas of Conservation, 1 Special Protection Area and 1 Ramsar
(European designated sites); there is also one Local Nature Reserve and a small part of the
Pentland Hills Regional Park lies within the West Lothian boundary.

e Non-statutory Local Nature Conservation Sites, upheld through the Local Development Plan.
These are called Local Biodiversity Sites and Local Geodiversity Sites, of which there are
approx. 172.


https://nbnatlas.org/
http://www.wildlifeinformation.co.uk/
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/75252/Designated-Sites-in-West-Lothian

Figure 1: International and National Natural Heritage Designations in West Lothian

» =

Key:

Designated Sites
I]lm]] Fensar St

- ml Protection Arss
== [smomntyPS
7 ﬁu nzl ms«mh

Mafianal Nature Hesene
[NNR}

Sites of National Importance

-

Invasive Non-Native Species




2.15

Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) as a group are one of the main drivers of biodiversity loss. The
INNS species known to be present in West Lothian include: Mink and Signal crayfish found in rivers
and burns, Himalayan balsam, Japanese knotweed and Giant hogweed found mainly on riverbanks,
Rhododendron ponticum in woodland, Grey squirrel in woodland and urban areas and New Zealand
pigmyweed in ponds. This is one known case of Pond Apple Snail (imported non-native species) in
a Beecraigs pond.

2.16 The Council is currently working with the Forth Rivers Trust (FRT) to map, monitor and control

2.17

invasive species along water courses.
Local Priorities

West Lothian Council’s Local Biodiversity Action Plan, Working Together for Nature - West
Lothian's Biodiversity Action Plan 2025-35 sets out the following cross cutting goals:

e By 2030, 30% of land in West Lothian is protected, resulting in increased conservation areas
and improved environmental sustainability (An increase of 14%)

e The condition of all protected areas achieves ‘favourable’ status by 2035 through adaptive
management, ensuring the long-term preservation and health of critical habitats.

e Nature-rich sites are effectively connected and buffered from external pressures, enhancing
ecosystem resilience and biodiversity and contributing to Nature Networks.

e Ecologically functional Nature Networks are created and enhanced across West Lothian
resulting in more resilient and interconnected ecosystems, through the mapping of quality
habitats and connections between them, improved connectivity on the ground, and effective
partnership working.

e More comprehensive and accurate species data are recorded leading to better-informed
conservation measures, through increased submission of species records to TWIC and NBN
Atlas by ecologists and also local groups and individuals.

e Understanding and management of ecosystems is improved, supporting more effective nature
restoration, through long-term monitoring and research on habitats and species, along with
their dynamics.

e More networking opportunities are provided to exchange best practice, foster collaboration
among stakeholders and to promote and manage healthier and more resilient ecosystems.

e Wildlife crime is reduced or eliminated as a result of increased awareness and the observance
of good practice.

e Point source and diffuse pollution are significantly reduced across the area through
collaborative efforts, leading to cleaner and healthier ecosystems.

e Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) are effectively monitored, removed, and their spread is
prevented, resulting in the protection and restoration of native ecosystems

e INNS and diseases are contained and prevented from spreading through habitats (woodland,
water courses, and water bodies in particular) via effective promotion and implementation of
biosecurity measures, with heightened awareness ensuring widespread community
participation.

e Increased public awareness and opportunities to take action through volunteering and support
of voluntary groups, leading to greater health and well-being, sense of community and better
understanding of nature.

e The Biodiversity Action Plan and Nature Network mapping are not only used to bring
stakeholders together and to plan at a local level, but also to influence upward — helping to

9



inform policy at a national level, in order to align local best practice with national schemes,
and also to support funding.

2.18 The LBAP sets out a vision for West Lothian in 2035, with a route map for different ecosystem groups

(aquatic, bog and heath, grassland, farmland, woody, urban, geodiversity, soils and bings)

Part 3 - West Lothian Nature Network

3.1

NPF4 requires Local Development Plans to facilitate the creation of nature networks and strengthen
connections between them to support improved ecological connectivity. The West Lothian Nature
Network Methodology explains the approach to be taken by the Council to identifying the existing
West Lothian Nature Network, and options available for identifying opportunities to improve
ecological connectivity within the network.

Part 4 - Securing Positive Effects for Biodiversity

4.1

4.2

NPP4 policy 3b requires development proposals to “contribute to the enhancement of biodiversity,
including where relevant, restoring degraded habitats and building and strengthening nature
networks and the connections between them. Proposals should also integrate nature-based
solutions, where possible”.

Guidance is provided for local applications in Nature Scot’s Developing with Nature guidance and
in West Lothian Council’s Planning for Nature Guidance (2020). There is currently no guidance for
major developments or those subject to an EIA. A biodiversity metric suitable for use in supporting
delivery of NPF4 Policy 3b is under preparation by Nature Scot, as recommended by Research into
Approaches to Measuring Biodiversity in Scotland.

Part 5 - Managing the Water Environment in West Lothian

51

5.2

53

54

The Water Environment is an important part of West Lothian’s Nature Network. Most of West
Lothian’s watercourses have protected status and will form the backbone of the nature network.

The national SEPA River Basin Management Plan for Scotland for 2021 to 2027 (Cycle 2) sets out a
plan for Scotland’s water environment. RBMPs set out how SEPA, the Scottish Government and local
authorities and public bodies can enhance the environmental quality of rivers, lochs, estuaries,
coastal waters and groundwater, delivering greater benefits for the environment, and safeguarding
them for future generations. Cycle 4 of RBMP covering the period 2027 — 2033 is due to be published
in 2027.

West Lothian is located within the “Forth Area Advisory Group” in the Forth Area of the “Scotland
River Basin District”. SEPA also retain ‘water bodies data sheets’ for areas of significant water bodies
in West Lothian which can help inform decisions in allocating sites for development and developing
the nature network.

The data sheets contain information on the current status of the water body in terms of ecology,
targets for its future status, and pressures and measures on its potential future status as well as
work to identify pressures and to develop and implement measures to mitigate their impacts. These
will continue over subsequent river basin cycles.

10


https://www2.sepa.org.uk/WaterBodyDataSheets/

5.5 Water bodies in West Lothian are:

5.6

5.7

5.8

5.9

River Avon (Source to
Jawhills)

River Avon (Logie Water
Confluence to Estuary)

River Avon (Jawhills to Logie
Water Confluence)

Union Canal (Falkirk Wheel to
Greenbank)

River Carron (Avon Burn to
Bonny Water Confluences)

Upper Forth Estuary Water of
Leith (Harperrig Reservoir to
Poets Burn Confluence)
Boghead Burn/Bog
Burn/Couston Water

Breich Water / Darmead Linn
Brox Burn (by Wester
Tartraven to Ryal Burn
Confluence)

Brox Burn (Ryal Burn

Harperrig Reservoir
Linhouse Water / Camilty
Water / Green Burn
Linlithgow Sand and Gravel
Lower Forth Estuary

Middle Forth Estuary
Pardovan Burn (Bridgend to
Estuary)

Pardovan Burn / Haugh Burn
/ Riccarton Burn / Source to

d/s Bridgend)
River Almond (Source to
Foulshiels Burn Confluences)

Confluence to River Almond)
Cobbinshaw Reservoir
Drainage ditch upstream to

Union Canal (Craigton to
Murray Burn)
Union Canal (Greenbank to

Kirk Bridge) Cobbinshaw River Carron (Carron Valley
Union Canal (Kirk Bridge to Drumtassie Burn Reservoir to Avon Burn
Park Farm) Foulshiels & Bickerton Burns. | Confluences)
Union Canal (Park Farm to Foulshiels Burn & Bickerton River Carron (Source to
Craigton) Burns Carron Valley Reservoir)
Foulshiels Burn to Breich
Water

Data on key pressures is available from RBMP3 (sepa.org.uk) including data on current state of the
water environment in West Lothian. The Water Environment Hub data may highlight pressures in
the water environment which the Local Development Plan could help address through identification
of opportunities to improve the water environment in West Lothian’s Nature Network, blue green
infrastructure mapping and through proposed development.

The Water Classification Hub (sepa.org.uk) provides detail on the current classification of
waterbodies including surface waters and ground waters. Water body data sheets are available for
areas of significant water bodies in West Lothian.

In terms of surface water, most of West Lothian’s rivers are rated poor or moderate in terms of their
pre-heavily modified water body use and physical modification and overall ecological water quality.
In terms of ground water, most of West Lothian’s rivers are rated poor in terms of their chemical
status.

In respect of main watercourses throughout West Lothian most of these have protected sites
(mainly Local Biodiversity Sites) along them and they therefore will form the backbone of West

Lothian’s strategic Nature Network.

Other water environment data

5.10 Data sources are available from Environmental data | Scottish Environment Protection Agency

(SEPA) which can help identify pressures in the water environment which management of the water

11


https://informatics.sepa.org.uk/RBMP3/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/data-visualisation/water-classification-hub/
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/waterbodydatasheets/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/environmental-data/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/environmental-data/

environment, or the creation of West Lothian’s nature networks and policies on blue green
infrastructure could help address.

5.11 These are:

e SEPA’s natural flood management maps and reservoir inundation maps provide a high level of
locations overview of where the implementation of the specified nature-based techniques could
be most effective.

e Recommended riparian (river bank) corridor layer — shows minimum riparian corridor widths
scaled to the width of the watercourse, which if left undeveloped increase climate resilience by
giving rivers space to adapt to changes in flood frequency and magnitude and provide a wide
range of benefits. The linear nature of riparian corridors providing opportunities to create
wildlife corridors and connect habitats and are therefore an important element of nature
networks.

e Geomorphicrisk layer: identifies sections along the river network at risk of channel adjustment.
Avoidance of development in these areas would be beneficial for climate adaptation and are
areas where the undeveloped riparian area could be included in a nature network.

e Scottish Wetland Inventory layer — identifies known wetlands

e Obstacles to fish migration (included in WFD classification) — identifies natural and artificial
obstacles to migratory fish, therefore potential opportunities to remove artificial barriers and
restore habitats

e Water Environment Fund Projects current, completed and future opportunities layer —
identifies existing or potential project locations and therefore opportunities for water
environment improvement relevant for nature networks

e Water environment classification layers — provides current baseline information and could be
used to identify opportunities to address issues and enhance nature networks

e Natural Flood Management maps — identifies areas to be protected for their role in reducing
flood risk and for opportunity mapping for nature-based solutions.

e River recovery potential - prioritise passive river restoration actions.

Summary of Stakeholder Engagement

This will summarise the steps taken by the planning authority to seek the views of all relevant stakeholders. This
will also summarise the views expressed, and explain how they have been taken account of in the Evidence Report.
(hyperlinks to records of engagement may be added where appropriate)

Statements of Agreement / Dispute

This will include statements from stakeholders highlighting their agreement or the areas they dispute.

Summary of Implications for the Proposed Plan

This will cover what the evidence means for the plan, e.g. the spatial strategy, the Delivery Programme or plan
preparation.

Based on the evidence the proposed plan will be required to:

12




Facilitate the creation of West Lothian’s Nature Network - NPF4 requires Local Development Plans to
facilitate the creation of nature networks and strengthen connections between them to support
improved ecological connectivity. The West Lothian Nature Network Methodology explains the
approach to be taken by the Council to identifying the existing West Lothian Nature Network, and
options available for identifying opportunities to improve ecological connectivity within the network.
Support and increase the protection of 30% of Scotland’s land — West Lothian Council’s LBAP has the
aim of by 2030, 30% of land in West Lothian is protected, resulting in increased conservation areas
and improved environmental sustainability (An increase of 14%). Mapping sets out national and local
designations in West Lothian. This mapping will help protect land and guide the pattern of
development in the Local Development Plan.

Protect important species and habitats - The West Lothian Baseline Biodiversity Report (2023) and
habitat mapping sets out what habitats West Lothian has, and where. This mapping helps identify
isolated or fragmented habitats and they can be joined up to ensure ecological and climate
resilience. It also shows which priority habitats need to be protected and nurtured. This will help
guide the pattern of development in the Local Development Plan.

Protect carbon and biodiversity rich environments including areas important for the 11
ecosystems services which will help West Lothian mitigate and adapt to climate change and
biodiversity loss. The council’s Natural Capital Assessment (2023) quantifies and maps the
benefits that each habitat across West Lothian provides. This mapping will help guide the pattern
of development in the Local Development Plan.

Protect land to meet national targets for tree planting rates to reach 18,000 hectares per year by
2024-25 and 250,000 hectares of restored peatland by 2030. Mapping sets out woodland and
peatland across West Lothian.

Ensure that new development secures Positive Effects for Biodiversity. LDP2 will need to require
development proposals to contribute to the enhancement of biodiversity, including where relevant,
restoring degraded habitats and building and strengthening nature networks and the connections
between them. Proposals should also integrate nature-based solutions, where possible.
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