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NB: The graphic on page 10 indicating appropriate colours for external elevations was replaced in September 2024 
to remedy discrepancies identified between some of the reference codes and the originally published colour 
swatches. This version of the guidance is otherwise as adopted and published in May 2020.
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The colour palette should reflect the context of the area. Where shopfronts and signs are within a historic 
street, a ‘traditional’ colour palette and finish should be used. Rich, dark colours with a matt finish often 
look very good, leaving window displays and lettering to provide accents.   

Whatever the context, colour schemes should be subtle and blend harmoniously with the surrounding 
built environment. Where the upper storeys of a building are painted, the shop frontage should be painted 
to match that colour in order to give the building a unified frontage. This means that corporate 
organisations should not assume that their corporate colour scheme will be acceptable and variations 
may be required. 

In order to guide those owners/occupiers wishing to paint the shop front of commercial premises, a palette 
of suggested colours that are considered appropriate in Conservation Areas is provided below. 

NB. These graphics were replaced in September 2024 to remedy discrepancies identified between 
some of the reference codes and corresponding colour swatches. It is also important to be 
aware that the displayed colour will be dependent on your browser and on monitor settings and that 
the reference codes are therefore held to be definitive and as defined at BritishStandardColour.com  

BS 4800 colour palette 

RAL colour palette 

https://www.britishstandardcolour.com/
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