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Summary

The Ecology and Biodiversity Team sent out links to the online questionnaire to 32 contacts from June to August
2023, of which 16 completed and returned questionnaires.

Of the 16 respondents to date, there has been a good mix of national organisations, NGOs and local community
organisations, covering many different aspects from policy and education to surveying and practical projects. We
shall seek to continue to collate information from other organisations as we move forward, to build up a better
picture of all that is happening for biodiversity in the area.

87% of respondents expressed an interest in being part of a wider Nature or Biodiversity Partnership for West
Lothian.

Current inputs to biodiversity in West Lothian include: advice/ information (on fish passage/river restoration,
organic farming, West Lothian Local Biodiversity and Geodiversity Sites, peatland); monitoring (rivers/fish, river
pollution, geodiversity sites, LBS’s, local wildlife in general, birds of prey, Skolie Burn SSSI); practical conservation
projects (rivers and river corridors, geodiversity sites, tree/woodland planting); responding to planning applications
(rivers/fish, birds, all notable/protected/priority species, badgers); education/ awareness-raising (birds / habitats,
rivers/fish, badgers, woodland/trees, geodiversity, responsible access).

53% of respondents focus on particular habitats in their work — the most prevalent being burn or river, then
woodland and springs or ponds; followed by hedgerow, bog and semi-natural grassland.

50% of respondents focus their work on particular species/ groups — the most widespread being birds (protected
species, priority species, birds of prey), followed by aquatic (river) species and also protected species such as badger,
water vole, toad, red squirrel and priority engagement species such as bumblebees.

Top priorities for organisations vary widely, but the most uniting theme is protecting nature in its broadest sense,
education/ awareness-raising and connecting people and nature. More definite themes are: Habitat restoration/
quality, collaboration/ partnership working, habitat connectivity/ habitat creation, reducing impact of invasive
species and humans, and data collection/ monitoring. Specific focuses include: the water environment/ fish,
woodland/ trees, food/ farming, peatland, geology, badgers, birds of prey.

47% of respondents are actively managing or monitoring protected sites in West Lothian. NatureScot monitors the
condition of SSSIs, TWIC has a programme of surveying LBS’s and L&B GeoConservation does some monitoring of
LGS’s. Other groups are involved in maintaining LBS’s and three of the SSSls.

53% of respondents are actively managing / monitoring other areas for biodiversity, including waterways, bogs and
bings, and also species that occur across sites including raptors and badgers.

Much of this work is not funded and is done on a voluntary basis. Where money is available, funding comes from
grant sources (Lottery, NatureScot), payment for services (WLC), crowdfunding and donations.

62% of respondents are already working in partnership with other organisations in the area, including West Lothian
Council (esp the Ranger Service), Scottish Wildlife Trust, NatureScot, private landowners and community groups.

The most pressing challenges / barriers vary according to the organisation but can be grouped very generally into
themes of funding, resources (mostly people) and communications. Potential solutions to these challenges were
identified as: joining up with other partners and working collaboratively, facilitation of more sustainable land use (to
protect/ enhance biodiversity), reducing invasive species, better communications and more training/mentoring.

Ideas for how different organisations can contribute to Nature Networks include an ambitious river/waterways
project (as rivers form natural networks across the area), ensuring developers create space for rivers and waterways
in new developments, promoting sustainable land use in various forms (e.g. habitat diversity, agroecology, organic
farming), linking larger orgs with dedicated community groups, providing advice, sharing data and linking up
different community groups.



Questionnaire responses

1) With regards to biodiversity, please tell us what input you currently have in West Lothian
(Advice / education / practical work / projects / monitoring, etc)

e The Forth Rivers Trust was a primary partner in RiverLife: Almond & Avon project. The Trust supported
West Lothian Council in meeting its regulatory responsibilities concerning the barriers to fish migration it
owned along the River Almond. Currently supporting West Lothian Council with the development of the
Bathgate Meadows project, to include improving greenspace, active travel, the Bathgate water and
biodiversity. Advice - work closely with WLC to support and advise on fish passage, river restoration,
engaging communities with rivers and monitoring. Learning opportunities —includes Fish in the Class -
supporting schools to learn about their local rivers and the pressures they face; geography lessons in local
high schools on how river processes change the landscape; and quality engagement activities with all
sectors of society. Conservation - practical conservation projects to restore and improve rivers for wildlife
and communities; mini projects with community groups include willow bank protection, weir removal,
riparian tree planting and more. Monitoring - Electrofishing, habitat recording and invertebrate
monitoring of the river; currently working with WLC to install a fish counter at Mid Calder weir to help
monitor the recovery of salmon and sea trout in the Almond.

e We don't have any direct input on biodiversity specifically, but we do offer advice, information and
certification and inspection services for organic farms through our wholly-owned subsidiary body, Soil
Association Certification. This applies both to existing Soil Association organic licensees and to any farmer
or land manager thinking about converting to organic farming in the West Lothian area. There is strong
evidence linking organic farming approaches with improvements in biodiversity, including this study by
IFOAM (International Federation of Organic Movements) Europe
https://read.organicseurope.bio/publication/organic-farming-and-biodiversity/ which supports the EU
Organic Action Plan statement that organic farms deliver 30% more biodiversity.

e Inthe past we have contributed to and funded several Trout in the classroom projects working with local
schools and FRT. We have been involved in drain marking in the Linlithgow area to help prevent toxic
substances being deposited in the drain system. We perform frequent litter picks around and in our
waterways. We clear specific blockages in the burns and River to aid and abet the passage of migratory
fish and access to potential REDDS. We have initiated major clearing projects around the burns, gaining
funding and hiring heavy lifting contractors to improve burn clearances. We carry our water quality tests
and insect counts on specific river sites. We assist FRT on activities such as electrofishing and monitoring
the health of the fish population eg eel counts. We monitor planning applications which might in turn
affect the health and welfare of our "corridor for nature" and where necessary make representations. We
make continual improvements to afford easier access to some of the more "challenging" parts of the River
Avon including bridges, steps and seating. We monitor pollution events and report them to SEPA.
Monitoring fish catches, and returns (nearly 100% in the case of all species bearing in mind we look after a
Cat 3 river). Assist in regional wide species count projects and River improvement projects.

e NatureScot is Scotland's nature agency. We bring our passion, inspiration and expertise to tackling the
twin crises of nature's devastating decline and the climate emergency. We understand nature's value to
everyone, on land and at sea. This drives our nature positive purpose: to protect our wildlife and habitats,
and restore and regenerate our biodiversity. NatureScot, working with partners, communities and
businesses, will lead national efforts to stop nature's decline by 2030. Then we push further to regenerate
and restore the abundance and variety of Scotland’s nature by 2045. This is how nature will make an
essential contribution to achieving net zero carbon emissions and building resilience to the impacts of
climate change that we all experience, right now. We are working for a healthy world for everyone to
enjoy, and a foundation for Scotland's transformation to a wellbeing economy. NatureScot believes that a
nature-rich future, where everyone is involved, will make us all happier, healthier, wealthier and more
equal.

e RSPB Scotland comment on forestry and planning casework where there may be an impact on designated
sites and/or protected/priority species. We also input into annual West Lothian Local Biodiversity Site
assessments. Our face-to-face engagement teams also attend public events in West Lothian where
possible.


https://read.organicseurope.bio/publication/organic-farming-and-biodiversity/

Focused on Local Geodiversity Sites, our group provides advice, promotion and a small amount of practical
work and monitoring of sites in West Lothian. In answer to the following two questions, it is worth noting
that geodiversity sites aren't just important in their own right, but they help create a range of habitats for
a range of species in West Lothian. Appropriate management of this geodiversity is worthwhile in
maintaining and extending these habitats, for example clear rock faces, scree piles, marshy areas.

TWIC is the Local Environmental Records Centre for SE/central Scotland. We collate species, habitat and
designated sites data for our area (including West Lothian) and supply high quality ecological data to a
wide range of organisations and people to support environmental decision making and conservation. We
also encourage a greater appreciation and understanding of wildlife in our area by running ID workshops,
a conference and by attending public events. Through TWIC's SLA with West Lothian Council we supply
weekly planning application screening reports which flags potential biodiversity constraints, supply
notable & protected species data for West Lothian area and manage the Local Biodiversity Sites System on
the Council's behalf. The latter includes coordinating a programme of LBS surveys. We are part of the
West Lothian Biodiversity Partnership.

Projects including tree planting, wee forests, woodland planting and hedge planting. Potential projects,
including improving / creating habitat for Great Crested Newts. Monitoring of Wee Forests — including
science days.

I monitor and record local wildlife. Advise Bathgate Community Council on Biodiversity issues
| currently monitor all bird of prey species nesting in and using West Lothian

Practical projects

Advice/project support for peatland

Restoring Skolie Burn Meadow including surveys and maintaining the meadow

Scottish Badgers monitors planning applications for compliance with legislation and guidance relating to
badgers. We also have active members carrying out surveys and promoting the organisation.



2) Does your work predominantly focus on any particular habitat(s)?

53% of respondents (8/15) focus on particular habitats...
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Other: All, planning is fundamentally about land use

3) Does your work predominantly focus on any particular species?

50% of respondents focus on particular species / groups:

e Any river-based species; Trout, sea trout and salmon and consequently insects life and all aquatic

creatures.

e All birds of prey, including owls and ravens; Birds
e Protected species; Central Scotland Conservation Priorities - Corn Bunting, Yellowhammer, Grey

Partridge, Taiga Bean Goose, Swift, Puffin, Hen harrier, Black Grouse, Curlew, Lapwing, White-tailed

eagle, Snipe, Redshank, Red Squirrel. Central Scotland Engagement Priorities - House Sparrow,
Greenfinch, Bumblebees, Hedgehog, Water Vole, Toad

e Badgers

80%



4) What are your current top priorities, as an organisation?
Priority One

Protection 3

Protecting Nature by expanding and modernising protected areas, improving and regulating wildlife
management, and delivering effective advice on development on land and at sea; Protecting Nature; Protection
of the natural environment

Nature enhancement 3
Nature restoration; Every farmer can find a resilient and profitable pathway to agroecological farming, bringing
trees and abundant nature back into our farmed countryside; Habitat creation (all habitats)

Improving the water environment 2
Water quality improvements; The welfare and survival of all aquatic creatures, with particular interest in Brown
Trout, Sea trout and Salmon

Partnership working 2

Delivering conservation at greater scale, through deeper collaborations; By working in partnership, drawing
together the collective knowledge of biodiversity for our region to the benefit of Scotland’s nature and
landscapes

Monitoring / recording 2
Track and monitor the population and breeding success of birds of prey, report to NatureScot annually; Survey
and record the presence of badgers

Other
Promote local geodiversity sites so that people are aware of the important and special range of local
geodiversity; Local Development Plan 2 - resourcing and preparing

Priority Two

Education / awareness-raising 5

Enabling more, and more diverse, people to act for nature; Education; Inspiring people to record wildlife; Help
monitor and maintain / enhance Local Geodiversity Sites, including for biodiversity; Provide expert advice to the
public on all badger matters

Restoring nature 3

Restoring Nature through a new Scottish biodiversity strategy, climate change plan and legislation, regenerating
peatlands, aiding nature’s recovery and transforming farming and crofting; Restoring Nature; Barrier easement
for fish passage

Other

Urban tree canopy; The condition of and water quality in the River Avon and its burns; Habitat connectivity;
Forests, new and old, are managed regeneratively to increase their benefits for the climate, nature and people;
Work with environmental consultants on windfarm surveys and reports, to reduce potential impact of
windfarms; Development Planning & Environment team remit - strategic planning



Priority Three

Connecting people and nature 5

Valuing Nature by connecting people and nature, driving better decisions and greater investment based on
nature’s benefits and helping grow the skills and jobs nature needs and can provide; Valuing nature; Provide
training for our members and professionals; Providing support and opportunities for recorders and wildlife
observers to develop their knowledge and skills through our training and events programme; Being a bolder and
more influential campaigning organisation, and becoming more relevant to the world we’re trying to change

Woodland creation 2
Riparian tree planting; Small scale woodland planting and management in peri-urban

Other

Habitat quality; The state of the insect and invertebrate life in and around the river, potential Trout food!; Every
child has at least one healthy and sustainable meal every day, setting the habits of a lifetime; Reduce persecution
of raptors

Priority Four

Improvement of habitats 2
Greenspace improvements; Work with others landowners to improve habitat for all species

Addressing drivers of biodiversity loss 2
Reducing impact on rivers due to development; The management and restriction of invasive species, this activity
to date has been mainly directed at plant life

Food provision 2
Local food system leaders are well supported nationally to scale up their impact; 30% of land and sea managed
well for nature and climate including support for nature-positive food and farming

Other
Providing high value data and services, to help ensure that decision-making is based on the best available
biodiversity data; Prevent badger persecution and crime; Shale Trail greenspace improvements

Priority Five

Data collection / management 2
Help maintain rigorous database on raptor populations via BTO SRMS scheme; Improving the appreciation of the
need for quality biodiversity data

Species protection / recovery 2
Species recovery - future of 100 most threatened species in UK and Overseas territories made more secure;
Increase public awareness of badgers and the threats they face

Water environment 2
Slowing the flow Natural Flood Management for biodiversity; The cleanliness and hygiene of our burns

Other
Accessibility; Greening Active Travel Routes



5) Are you involved in actively managing/monitoring any ‘protected sites’ (inc. Statutory sites, Local Nature
Reserves and Local Biodiversity Sites)?

47% of respondents (7/15) are actively managing or monitoring protected sites. Four of these respondents are
also involved in managing/ monitoring other sites (below).

5a) If ‘yes’, please can you tell us which one(s), how you’re involved, what the objectives are and briefly what
you’re doing in terms of management / monitoring? And how this work is currently funded? (to give us a
picture of what support already exists)

NatureScot directly manages some, advises on the management of others and monitors the condition of Sites of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Natura sites. Most of our funding comes from the Scottish Government’s
Environment and Forestry Directorate as ‘grant in aid’.

We manage and undertake biodiversity monitoring on RSPB reserves across Scotland, including within the Central
Belt, but currently have no reserves within the boundaries of West Lothian

Bathgate Nature Reserve

We have an ongoing (slow) programme of monitoring Local Geodiversity Sites and we have also been involved in
raising awareness of illegal fossil collecting at Petershill SSSI.

Reserve convenor for Tailend Moss (SSSI) SWT Reserve. Member of Easter Inch Seafield Law management group.
Friends of Little Boghead Nature Park. member - Record wildlife on site.

Skolie Burn SSSI; Restoring a flower rich meadow by means of mechanical and cattle. Funded by Grants, crowd
funding, and in the future hoping to sell some produce

Local Biodiversity Sites (LBS) - we manage the system on behalf of West Lothian Council, plus 5 other Local
Authorities in the TWIC area. This includes the organisation of survey programmes. This work is funded by the
Local Authorities. In addition, the NatureScot grant also allows us to run volunteer excursions to LBS. SSSI - Part of
the NatureScot grant allows us to include 1 site/ year in the TWIC excursion programme (at their request).



6) Are you currently involved in actively managing / monitoring any other areas for biodiversity?

53% of respondents (8/15) are involved in actively managing other areas for biodiversity. Four of these
organisations are also involved in protected sites (above).

6a) If yes, please can you tell us which habitats/sites, what the objectives are and briefly what you’re doing in
terms of management/monitoring? And how this work is currently funded?

The River Almond has been monitored by the Trust over the past 10 years for fish and will continue to be
monitored. The almond is also part of NEPS (National Electrofishing Programme for Scotland) run by Marine
Scotland (Marine Directorate now) and delivered by the Trust. Monitoring work is currently funded by the Forth
District Salmon Fishery Board and Marine Scotland. Funding for monitoring was also included in RiverLife which
has now come to an end but helped build our knowledge of the river.

[Birds of prey in] All of the Lothian and Borders regions

We manage and undertake biodiversity monitoring in RSPB reserves across Scotland including within the Central
Belt, but none actually within the boundaries of West Lothian

Bogburn Flood Lagoons -Wester Inch Ponds Record /Photograph wildlife (Bogburn Flood Lagoons former SWT
Reserve) no funding; Riddochill Moss - BTO birdtrack site no funding; Boghead House Estate - BTO Birdtrack - no
funding; Easton Bing - BTO Birdtrack - No funding; Bathgate Hills - BTO Birdtrack -No Funding

We take part in or organise Bioblitz events across our area. These sites are varied and may not be on sites that are
currently designated. Funding through NatureScot grant/ own funds/ donations.

We are currently undertaking Wee Forest management and monitoring for 4 sites in West Lothian. These are
currently funded through NatureScot and West Lothian Council Climate Change funding. We are also working on

the Shale Trail, Uphall Station on a study to identify habitat improvements that can be made to increase the Great
Crested Newt population.

7) Are you already working in partnership with other organisations in the area?

9 (64.2%): Yes

5(35.7%): No

7a) If yes, please can you tell us briefly who your partners are and how you’re working together?
West Lothian Council, West Lothian Angling Association, Friends of Almondell and Calderwood, a number of other
local community groups. We work with these groups to deliver for rivers, encouraging stewardship of the

environment and providing learning opportunities for wider community.

River Avon Federation; FAFA; Forth Rivers Trust; Forth District Salmon Fisheries Board; Sepa (to a lesser extent);
Landowners who have Riparian rights

Current active partnership with Edinburgh and Lothian Greenspace Trust - ‘Wee Forests’



WLC - support the delivery of greenspace and biodiversity projects. Also with community groups.

WLC Ranger Service and Scottish Wildlife Trust, other organisations / projects such as the Shale Trail and the
Museum of the Scottish Shale Qil Industry

Private landowners; facilitating peatland restoration
WLC Rangers Service. Addiewell community, Council regeneration officer, Nature Scot (SNH)

We are a key member of the WLC LBS Steering Group. Partners include Scottish Wildlife Trust Lothians Group,
WLC, Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland (BSBI), Butterfly Conservation National Moth Recording Scheme,
NatureScot and RSPB. We also work with the majority of the local/ national recording schemes and societies and
local groups in the West Lothian Council area to coordinate data sharing and records verification.

Working with West Lothian Council and Nature Scot on the Wee Forest project. Working with West Lothian
Council on the Shale Trail project.

8) Do you face any challenges or barriers with regards to either connecting with people or managing/
monitoring land for biodiversity?

Our biggest issue is resource. RiverLife provided multi year funding to enact real change within communities and
the habitats within west lothian. it allowed us to deliver a lot of monitoring work whilst being pro active on the
ground to deliver benefits for the environment or giving rivers a voice. the catchment scale project was highly
successful achieving much for the benefit of biodiversity locally. we hope something similar will happen as part of
the Bathgate Meadows project but at a more local scale.

Not sure if this is applicable, but we have had some contact with West Lothian Council through our Food for Life
Scotland team. We are keen to keep that relationship going.

Challenge is mainly from landowners when trying to access their land, particularly land managed for game

We are a group of volunteers with a management team who are ageing and it is sometimes difficult to get the
manpower required to carry out some of the aforementioned activity. We used to have a more active approach to
limiting invasive species, but since Covid that has proven difficult to re energise. We have recently found massive
stands of Japanese knotweed on a section of the river. We are now actively working with FRT and FDSFB on trying
to understand the next best steps, a Pereto effect, 80/20 rule as regards priorities for our activities, given we can
agree common goals, objectives, and strategies.

funding, landownership, long term maintenance mechanisms

9) Are you aware of potential solutions to the challenges/ barriers, which would help you in your work, with
respect to protecting /enhancing biodiversity in West Lothian?

Multi partner, multi funded big projects. supporting communities and NGO's to support WLC bring in further
funding for biodiversity is a must to ensure our wild areas are protected, enhanced and created.

Nothing specific to West Lothian, but we would welcome any efforts from local authorities to address the
biodiversity crisis. Encouraging more organic or agroecological approaches to farming and land use can be part of
that.



To be honest | am not aware, personally, of any plan WLC, or FDC for that matter, bearing in mind the River Avon
forms a boundary between the two administrative bodies, have in place to effect any protection or enhancement
of biodiversity. | am not aware that whosoever is responsible for such things even know of [our] club and what we
do as an individual organisation or as Members of the RAF, River Avon federation what we get up to its regards to
trying to create or " corridor for Nature". | can only look at the spread of invasive species, the Current state of
Beecraigs county park including the reservoir and progress with the recent Linlithgow Loch study to suggest that
you may have a formidable task on your hands.

Working collaboratively with a broad partnership of organisations and communities we can make a significant
contribution towards meeting the challenges of climate change and biodiversity loss. Recent guidance on the
adoption of NPF4, Scottish Biodiversity Strategy Nature Networks and 30x30 all provide a framework for action.

More use of Councils Ecology and Biodiversity team
Answer email promptly

We would be keen to hear of potential Council venues for running ID workshops and also details of public events
where TWIC might have a presence in the West Lothian Council area - Bioblitz events, stalls etc. Mentoring for
recorders, perhaps through the recording schemes, would also be desirable to ensure that new and/or younger
naturalists and recorders are coming through.

10) Are you already aware of new requirements (via NPF4 and Scottish Biodiversity Strategy) for local
authorities to spatially plan and deliver Nature Networks across each area, to feed in to a national network?

11 (73.3%): Yes

4 (26.6%): No

10a) Do you already have ideas as to how you could contribute to a Nature Network across West Lothian?

8 (57.1%): Yes

6 (42.9%): No

10b) If yes, please can you give us a rough outline of your ideas here:

Rivers cross the whole of West Lothian and connect communities whether they know this or not. RiverLife 2.0
could be created focused on the issues which were not tackled, focusing on riparian health, supporting
greenspace improvements whilst improving rivers such as the lochshot burn, nell burns, murieston water and
more. More emphasis on developers too if they are next to rivers for them to make rivers key features of their
development. too many sites across West Lothian are pushing the river out of the development rather than
making it part of the greenspace of the new builds. ensuring planning have the push to request developers to
incorporate rivers and river improvements into the development will also help boost biodiversity locally.

We have limited capacity at Soil Association to offer a contribution at this stage, but would be open to
conversations around future land use and any information and/or advice we could provide about organic farming,
agroecology or integrating trees on farms.

Yeah come and find out what we do? Share your plans to see if it aligns with ours, explain how you tie into
organisations like Naturescot who have the power to pursue landowners to deal with invasive species but who



chose not to. Tell us your Goals, how it distils into Objectives for specific initiatives, What will be your Strategies
for improvement and what will be the first Activity you will do to make a specific change or improvement. Who
will do it, How will you measure success, What is your timescales and how will it be funded. How can we help? We
in LAC have 100 members who are passionate about our hobby and our responsibilities to the environment to
assure we leave things in a better state than we found it, for all species. We have been looking after the River
Avon, as volunteers, since 1974. At its core LAC presently are a team of 5 somewhat mature committee members,
all retired businessmen, who have a wealth of skills, experience and behaviours. We contribute to, and manage
efforts to try to improve our environment.

NatureScot will support the production of the West Lothian Council Local Biodiversity Action Plan and contribute
towards a Nature Network in the local authority by providing advice and guidance as required.

RSPB Scotland are happy to be involved in workshops and discussions on Nature Networks and the WL LBAP

Use tools such as the CSGN blueprint to identify new areas of habitat creation and expansion, connectivity etc.

Starting with getting all the groups like ours together for a meeting, | know of two other such groups, there must
be more. Encourage other communities to set up groups. Keep a register of all green land and decide which areas
can be restored for nature. Set up transition towns where all the food and services can be sourced locally, simplify
land acquisition if it is for natural or agroforestry. | could go on and on about this subject.

We may have relevant survey information. There could be work planned that could negatively impact badgers.
We can advise so the impact is positive. We might be able to direct some of our public awareness effort to events
in West Lothian promoting Nature Networks. Depending on availability, we could comment on maps and plans
produced, ensuring the contribution made by badgers to the ecology of networks is understood e.g., habitat
heterogeneity, soil health, seed dispersal, nutrient cycling.

TWIC holds the most comprehensive data on the biodiversity for the West Lothian Council region - including sites
data (such as the network of Local Biodiversity Sites), species and habitat data. We would be happy to discuss
with WLC how these data might contribute to the Council's Nature Network.

NatureScot guidance has only just been released & interim | believe.

Thank-you to all individuals and contributing organisations

e Edinburgh and Lothians Greenspace Trust

e  Forth Rivers Trust

e Green Action Trust

e Linlithgow Angling Club

e Lothian & Borders Raptor Study Group

e Lothian and Borders GeoConservation, Edinburgh Geological Society
e NatureScot

e NatureScot — Peatland Action

e RSPB Scotland

e Scottish Badgers

e Skolie Burn Community Meadow and Woodland SCIO
e Soil Association Scotland

e The Wildlife Information Centre (TWIC)

e West Lothian Council — Development Planning



