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Summary 
 
The Ecology and Biodiversity Team sent links to the online questionnaire to 50 landowner/manager contacts from 
June to August 2023. 26 contacts completed and returned questionnaires. 
 
Of the respondents, there was a good mix of large landowners (private and public), farmers, community groups and 
council services.  Collectively, non-WLC respondents manage approx. 9000 ha in West Lothian. West Lothian Council 
owns 4,125 ha in the area. Therefore, the total amount of land represented is approx. 13,100 ha out of a total 43,170 
ha = 30% of WL as a whole. 

80% of respondents expressed an interest in being part of a wider Nature or Biodiversity Partnership for West 
Lothian. 

The most prevalent habitat existing on participants’ land is woodland, closely followed by hedgerows. And then 
grassland, spring/ponds/lochs and rivers/burns. 

Top priorities for all participating landowner/managers vary, however the biggest themes are: Managing land / 
enhancements for biodiversity, also access and recreation; safety issues; engaging with communities. 

83% of participants are already actively manging land for biodiversity. The habitats being managed are mostly 
woodlands, species-rich meadows / grassland. There is also some wetland / water management and a small amount 
of invasive species control. 

Funding for this biodiversity enhancement work comes mainly from grants or subsidies. Other methods of funding 
include in-kind support from others, using or redirecting existing budgets / resources and one participant uses profits 
from timber sales to fund biodiversity work. Significantly, several participants state that the work doesn’t require 
funding or is funded using their own money. 

65% of participants manage protected sites (or land adjacent to) – mostly SSSIs, and the Firth of Forth SPA/RAMSAR. 
Designed landscapes, scheduled monuments and ancient woodland are also managed. 

Challenges participants face:  funding / resources; balancing managing for safety/public access with biodiversity; 
priorities and competing demands; anti-social behaviour; the various designations of land putting limitations on 
what can be done; a lack of control (e.g. wider water catchment management); public perceptions / lack of 
community interest. 

Things that would help: Working with others / a coordinated approach; advice and training; funding / resource 
opportunities; overall strategy / plan; public awareness. 

43% of participants currently work in partnership with others. This can be through formal partnerships, 
collaborations with neighbours on specific projects, with supporting organisations or with community groups. 

52% of participants are aware of the requirement for local authorities to map and help implement Nature Networks 
across their area; 61% of participants are aware of how they could contribute to Nature Networks  
Ideas include: collaboration / working with others in a coordinated approach; enhancements that can be made to 
participants’ own sites; providing advice and support for others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Questionnaire responses 

1) Please can you tell us roughly how much land you currently own/manage in West Lothian (acres or ha) 
and approximately where (East, West, North, South or Central WL) ? 

  

• With others, managing 1000ha of WLC woodland 
• 0.5 acre, south (next to Livingston South railway station) (0.2 ha) 
• WLC are responsible for 1060 km of roads and 1400 km of footways and footpaths 
• 102 Local, District and Neighbourhood Parks   
• 110 Acres (44.52 ha) 
• The Woodland Trust has 17 sites in West Lothian. 13 of these sites are located in Livingston totally approximately 

106ha- North Wood, Deans Woods, Knightridge Wood, Railway Wood, East Wood, Ladywell Wood, Eliburn Wood, 
Kirkton Woods, Cousland Woods, Dedridge Woods, Murieston Woods, Bellsquarry Wood and Wilderness. One site in 
West Calder approximately 2.71ha- Hermand Beech Wood. One site in Stoneyburn approximately 28.86ha- Foulshiels 
and one site in East Whitburn approximately 35.32ha- Blaeberry Woodland. 

• Approx 59km of railway line within the West Lothian boundary, covering north, central and south of region [approx. 
59ha?] 

• Around 3 acres between Bathgate/Blackburn (1.21 ha) 
• 1.5 acres Auldcathie District Park (0.61 ha) 
• 200 acres central W L, Bathgate urban fringe  (80.9 ha) 
• 65 acres (26.3 ha) 
• As a consultant along with colleagues we work on behalf of many clients in West Lothian. We will have upwards of 100 

clients in West Lothian covering Arable to Moorland 
• Easter Breich Community Wood is owned by the community of West Calder, Seafield and Polbeth (Central WL?) it 

comprises around 80 acres of mixed species woodland planted around 25 years ago.  (32.37 ha) 
• 56ha across 3 HES Properties in Care: - 1 in the north, 2 in central area 
• 35 acres, West West Lothian (14.16 ha) 
• 238 ha Fauldhouse Forest; 242 ha Polkemmet Forest; 145 ha West Benhar Forest; 367 ha Woodmuir Forest; 91 ha 

Westfield Forest; 91 ha Selm Muir Forest; 754 ha Camilty Forest 
• NHS Lothian has 28ha across 22 sites in West Lothian these range from large spaces like St Johns Hospital to small 

officer and health centres 
• 45 acres north  (18.21 ha)  
• About 25 acres near Torphichen  (10.11 ha) 
• 665 hectares farmed. Approximately 425 hectares owned, with the other 240 hectares leased. West side of Livingston 

and around West Calder 
• 80ha or so in the north - House of the Binns 
• 6000 acres North East  (2428.11 ha) 
• 18 acres between Polbeth and West Calder (7.28 ha) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2)  Can you give us an idea of which habitats already exist on your land?  
 

 

Other:  Ornamental climbers; Loch = waterbody greater in area than the BAP pond definition; The above ticks relate to habitats which may be 
adjacent to our land [roads/paths] and not on it; Urban gardens; Parkland - veteran trees 
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3) What are your current top 5 priorities for managing your land?  

Priority One 

Safety 
Safety of site users and neighbouring properties and infrastructure; Safety critical vegetation management to 
support a safe and reliable railway; Safe access for (human) park users into, and around, park; Safety of staff 
looking after it and people using it; safety for members of public visiting; Preventing Surface defects / pot-holes / 
ensuring a smooth running surface 

Food 
Food production; Promoting Food Production; Crop harvest; Grazing cattle and producing silage; Timber 
Production - Taking Timber Volume to Market 

Recreation 
Amenity and recreation; Maintain access via the core path; Access 

Wellbeing 
Community Wellbeing; Organic wherever possible; Reduction of diffuse pollution 

Ancient woodland/trees 
Ancient woodland preservation - planting more native hardwood trees; Ancient/veteran trees; 

Other 
Wildlife; Profit; Historic environments (Scheduled Monuments, Battlefields, Gardens & Designed Landscape) and 
landscape; BIGGER GREENSPACE 

Priority Two 

Biodiversity 
Improving and enhancing biodiversity and resilience; To protect and enhance biodiversity and ecological habitats 
within the rail corridor; Maintaining and improving habitats; Protect the wide variety of species which live in the 
wood; Habitat for wild animals and birds etc; Biodiversity; Conservation management - Working with communities 
(e.g. black moss) and volunteers 

Production 
Soil fertility; Growing Cereal & Oilseed Crops; Crop rotation; timber production; Restocking to Achieve Government 
Targets 

Specific taxa 
Pollinator insects; Encourage the survival of Great Crested Newt a Uk priority species and a EPA 

Recreation / access 
Amenity/recreation; Recreation, community & visitor usage; Public access 

H&S 
No health and safety issues; Maintaining a high Skid resistance 

Other 
BETTER GREENSPACES; Reducing food poverty; Avoiding complaints; supporting members of public to learn about 
ways to look after and improve habitats and biodiversity 



Priority Three 

Biodiversity 
maintain/enhance biodiversity; Increasing biodiversity; Grassland management for biodiversity and amenity; 
maintaining and managing land in a way that is beneficial for biodiversity; Safe haven for wildlife 

Access  
Provide the wood as an educational resource for the community in particular to encourage interest in biodiversity; 
Enable- The sites should be welcoming and provide access for all where possible and appropriate; Education; 
Access; Public Engagement 

Healthy habitat management 
Maintaining Soil Organic Matter; Creation and maintenance of connecting terrestrial habitat mosaics including 
grass margins, wetland; WELL-MANAGED, MAINTAINED AND COORDINATED 

Climate adaptation 
To increase the adaptation and resilience of the lineside to climate change; Maintaining drainage / Flood 
management 

Pest control 
Predator insects; Companion planting 

Other 
Income from timber; Working with weather; Existing furniture/ features are in good order/ well maintained; 
Reducing weedkiller use; Roads and Civil Engineering Infrastructure to Facilitate Harvesting 

Priority Four 

Biodiversity and habitat creation / management 
Green network and biodiversity opportunities are introduced/improved; Introducing wild flower - uncut areas; 
Woodland and tree management for biodiversity, safety and amenity; increasing biodiversity; Improving 
biodiversity; Encouraging all species found in the woodland; Maintaining habitats; Creation and maintenance of a 
network of 100 ponds for breeding; Bees; Increasing numbers of wading birds 

Sustainability 
Sustainable composting; Sustainable, long-term and affordable; Working with nature 

Engagement with others 
Inspire- the site should be a resource for the local community for education of nature and informal recreation; 
engage with community; To build better partnerships with adjacent landowners and communities; WELL-USED 
HEALTHY GREENSPACES; Education – schools, colleges, secondary schools 

Other 
Woodland management including tree thinning to encourage healthy growth; Deer Management; Ensuring safe 
roads and footways / various traffic measures; Charitable Income 

Priority Five 

Habitat restoration/conservation 
Establishment of a wildlife meadow and reinstating old pond; Encourage and improve habitat for key species such 
as curlew, lapwing; Conservation 



Public engagement 
Providing opportunities for community involvement and engagement through volunteering and events; Provision 
of adequate space for pedestrians / cyclists; Dealing with the public 

Maintenance 
Any new features can be maintained and/or sustainable; maintain/ enhance value 

INNS / disease management 
Dealing with signs of invasive species Japanese Knotweed; removing dead and diseased trees (ash) 

Habitat creation 
Woodland Creation; Hedgerow creation 

Other  
To promote the principles of a circular economy in the management of the lineside; Birds; Water quality; Keeping it 
looking good; Pursuing development projects; Farm income; Surveys – badger setts, bat boxes, NVCs on meadows 
that we manage, butterfly orchid survey, NBMP survey, volunteers doing Skolie Burn NVC and Calderwood Fen 

 

4) Are you currently actively managing any areas for biodiversity? 

20 (83.4%): Yes 

4 (16.6%): No 
 

4a) If ‘yes’ please can you tell us which habitats, what the objectives are and briefly what you’re doing in terms 
of management? And also how you’re currently funding this work? (to give us a picture of what support 
already exists). 

Management 

The majority of the sites are woodlands and each woodland has their own management plan with short term 
objectives covering a 5 year cycle that feed into the long-term policy for the site. The long-term intention is to 
maintain these woodlands as a diverse mix of native species. This may include the removal of non-native conifers 
and replacing them with native broadleaves. This will be achieved through natural regeneration of species but also 
planting native broadleaves in gaps if needed to retain a suitable under storey. Where trees have to be removed 
along housing and roadside boundaries, due to safety and/or management objectives, the intention is replace edge 
trees with smaller stature species that reduce the conflict with neighbouring land uses. An increase in native tree 
species will help and support healthy ground flora communities and the retention of more standing and fallen 
deadwood will further improve the habitat for biodiversity and its potential for wildlife observation and 
educational use.  

I am currently managing 2 small forested areas, and a food production garden with 80 fruit trees and 350 raised 
beds.  

Wildlife eco zone working in partnership with Winchburgh Academy. 

Planted a wildflower area. Attempting to encourage wild flowers for diversity and colour appeal.  

WLC Tree and Woodland Action Plan to be prepared by March 2025 This will sit under the following umbrella plans 
- West Lothian Forest and Woodland Strategy (due to be updated as per NPF4), WL LBAP, WLC Climate Change 
Plan, WLC Openspace Plan. Restructuring forests and woodland - 



Longterm Forest Plan (LTFP) Beecraigs (270ha) has and will provide more open ground, especially associated with 
watercourses, small ponds, more diverse tree and shrub species, recovery of understorey and ground flora. WIAT 
woodland and access plans for Almondell (32ha) included restructuring of woodland, new planting, invasive R 
ponticum, snowberry removal. Calderwood (70ha) removal of invasives, retention of veteran trees. Polkemmet 
(30ha) parks will include removal of invasive species, new planting. LTFP Livingston woods (220ha) plus going to be 
WIAT plans for each area. Blaeberryhill Park - restructuring woodland, potential new planting. Maintenance of 
other woods to ensure they establish successfully. Wild deer management - policy and practice. Improvement work 
on the ground but also education and engagement to help with public support and longer term sustainability of 
projects 

Meadow areas cut annually to provide foraging/shelter and nectar rich feeding grounds for small mammals, birds 
and insects. Grass and vegetation areas left uncut for biodiversity enhancement. Amenity grassland, shrub/bushes 
and hedges cut according to Grounds Maintenance Standards to allow access and keep park tidy also provide 
limited biodiversity value. Ponds and raingardens enhanced with vegetation for enhanced biodiversity value. 
Vegetation generally left unmanaged. 

One particular example is Bents & Balgreen AECS. This is a full farm plan including, wader grazed grassland, 
wetland management, lowland bog management, and summer cover crops. Watercourses were all fenced off to 
remove livestock from burns and to improved habitats.  

Riverfly project, Big butterfly count, Bird watch, Lothian amphibian and reptile survey of pond.  

Several wild flower areas, several uncut areas. Reducing weed killer around headstones in Kirk yards. 

Grassland management to increase species diversity and habitat structure. Woodland management to increase 
habitat structure. Hedgerow planting on boundaries with community. Water quality management on SSSI and 
moving condition assessment. Coordination with SEPA. Resourcing. INNS and unfavourable species control (eg 
Himalayan balsam, rosebay willowherb). Coordinated through HES staff with the community. Ongoing.  

To meet UKWAS requirements a total of 15% of our land holdings (nationally) are managed specifically for 
biodiversity with Long term retentions, Natural Reserves and Minimum Intervention areas designated and set 
aside. These areas are a mixture of coniferous and native broadleaved forest which are left unmanaged to act as 
habitat islands, form connective corridors and allow for natural ecological succession to take place. Within these 
areas productive forestry operations should not take place and only interventions such as statutory plant health 
notices and INNS control will take place.  

Create 6 acre wildflower meadow in area currently not used for sheep pasture - yet to be funded. Reinstate old 
curling pond in the area planned for the wildflower to encourage insects and waterfowl.  

Planted woodland (hardwoods mostly and ancient trees. Meadow for wildflowers. Light grazing at latter part of 
season. Grazing all summer. Leaving standing and fallen deadwood for insects, fungus and birds.  

We have previously taken advantage of various schemes to create and enhance woodlands. This is mainly 
alongside watercourses. 

Managing our ancient/veteran trees in Parkland. Planning to survey them, remove threats, create a new cohort to 
replace them. We havent yet looked in detail, but may also have plans to restore species rich grassland on the site - 
dependent on tenure. 

AECS schemes x 3 covering 3500 acres funded by SGRPID 

Small areas of wildflowers for pollinators. Woodlands for trees, fungi and birds. Wetland for invertebrates and 
amphibians. No evidence of reptiles. We have deer and rabbits on site. We grow organically to reduce our impact 
on the habitat and wildlife. We prevent the site from being developed.  



We would like to turn part of our wetland into a pond to increase biodiversity and be an educational resource. 
Our plan is to maintain this naturally wild wood and do minimum to encourage biodiversity through a minimum of 
interference 

Tree planting/ woodland management at Beecraigs, Oakbank, Witchcraig, Almondell and Little Boghead; meadow 
creation/ management at Beecraigs, Hillhouse, Almondell, Blackridge, Skolie Burn, Little Boghead ; INNS control at 
Beecraigs, Almondell, Polkemmet; Fen management at Almondell; bird boxes and hedgehog releases at Almondell; 
Pond / river erosion management at Polkemmet. Little Boghead; Heathland management and hedgehog release at 
Witchcraig; working with community groups in Bathgate, Livingston, Blackridge and Country Parks; Bog restoration 
at Black Moss and Easter Inch Moss;  bulb planting / litter picking at Black Moss; badger sett surveys; noting 
invasive species / interesting plants / animals on iRecord / iNaturalist / BirdNet 

Funding 

Grants / subsidies or grant-funded projects 
The Woodland Trust is a charity with the majority of funding is from donations. External funding grants can also be 
accessed from schemes such as WIATs, Landfill funds etc.; rest purchased from funds raised through grant 
applications; West Lothian Council; The Riverfly project has funded the training of a small group of volunteers and 
provided equipment such as waders…; various schemes to create and enhance woodlands; AECS schemes x 3 
covering 3500 acres funded by SGRPID; AECS funding now penalises farmers for applying for capital options 
meaning further improvements become more inaccessible. 

Within existing funds/ budgets / resourcing 
No direct budget - part of existing Grounds Maintenance programme; Ongoing resourcing internally; None of this is 
specifically funded; within existing budgets 

No / minimal funding  
Funding not really required; We are managing for biodiversity with tiny pots of funding here and there, but mostly 
do it from our own pockets; No funding 

In-kind support 
Our funding comes from local support…; Some seeds supplied by NatureScot; All other activities are volunteer led 
and undertaken by the community; 

Profits  
Funding is provided internally with budgets formed using the profit derived from timber sales 

 

 

    5) Do you manage any ‘protected sites’? If ‘yes’ please tell us which one(s) 

15 (62.5%): No 

 9 (37.5%): Yes 

 Protected sites managed: 

• Foushiels is a Local Biodiversity Site, North Wood is an Area of Landscape Value, Tree Preservation Orders 
on large sections of sites in Livingston 

• Several SSSIs adjacent to our boundary and SPAs within connectivity distance 
• Calderwood ASNW SSSI 
• Hermand Birchwood (Associated Lowland Bog) 



• Linlithgow Loch SSSI and Local Wildlife Site - Scheduled Monuments x 3; Linlithgow Palace, Peel & Royal 
Park, Cairnpapple Hill, & Torphichen Preceptory Carprie 

• less than 1% of Cobbinshaw Moss SSSI 
• Listed ancient forest 
• Firth of Forth SPA, Firth of Forth RAMSAR, Firth of Forth SSSI, Philpstoun Muir SSSI, Hopetoun Designed 

Landscape and Scheduled monuments such as shale bings, Abercorn Fort 
• Many council-owned sites e.g. Calderwood SSSI, Black Moss LBS, etc….  

 

5) Do you face any challenges or barriers with regards to managing land for biodiversity? If so, please can 
you let us know what these are. 

• Funding / resources 
Available funding opportunities that can be ringfenced for biodiversity enhancement or management; the 
need to provide income from appropriate sites in order to fund others / other work such as access; 
Economics; Difficulty of accessing funding through Agri Environment Climate Scheme due to budget 
restraints; We are a small charity with very limited income; Resourcing both in terms of staff time, financial 
resources; finding funding to do important work (managing removal of unsafe ash trees); funding in general; 
funding if available; Yes. Lack of funding; When working in some rural locations, we may sometimes have 
sites adjacent to [tree belts, rivers, grass verges, etc] - any necessity to manage adjacent land or introduce 
measures of any kind will of course have a financial implication; People-power – staff and volunteers;  

• Balancing safety / public access with biodiversity 
Reaching a balance between safety critical vegetation management and managing the lineside as an asset 
for biodiversity, including incorporation of biodiversity enhancement measures; Balancing with key 
objectives for most WLC owned sites of public access and recreation; Public sporadic use. A more 
coordinated approach would be useful; Pedestrian disturbance / high levels of footfall;   

• Priorities / competing demands 
Staff time to change the way we are working; competing priorities- a lot to do in the summer but limited 
staff time; Yes, I am in an industrial estate and my main concern is production, so there are limitations to 
what I can do; Capacity of operational teams, competing demands to maximise space for health care 
services; Biodiversity and conservation are rarely seen as a priority or an emergency; Competition for land 
use, Conflicting land use, Urban sprawl; Time resource 

• Anti-social behaviour 
litter and flytipping, vandalism and fires, illegal tree felling; fire raising, illegal 4x4 vehicle access; 
Irresponsible Public Access; Tree-tubes being damaged / removed 

• Various designations 
The overlapping heritage protections present additional challenges in managing land for biodiversity and 
generally works may require additional consents (eg tree planting, fencing or reseeding/ overseeding 
grassland) in addition to SSSI OCR or planning etc; advocating for alternative approaches/ priorities within a 
context of the protected historic environment; Forced designation; People – perceptions when changing 
management e.g. people don’t like messiness of nature, some species favoured over others (e.g. swans) 

• Public perception 
Opposing expectations from customers - some want areas left uncut and others want all cut, particularly 
grassland/shrubs; The public's wish for very neat and tidy cemeteries; public perception of 'unkept' areas; 
Lack of community interest and knowledge;  

• Lack of control 
Processes & functions not necessarily within our control. Eg the catchment management of inputs into the 



water quality of the SSSI; First attempt at wild flowers were smothered by broad-leaved dock - we are 
having difficulty controlling. We have no water supply so dependent on rainwater. 

• Machinery 
Access to appropriate machinery, and training people to use them, inc spraying tickets; Transport of 
machinery to sites 

• Advice 
Good advice; Lack of expert knowledge. 

• Other 
- invasive species- rhododendron ponticum, japanese knotweed and various garden escapees;  
- Limited availability of land for offsetting;  
- Identifying adjacent landowners to partner with for opportunities;  
- Not yet known for this particular site, as we are about to launch a new approach to nature conservation 

which will increase the amount of work we do to conserve nature on our sites. At this point we may 
become more aware of such blockers. 

- Management of green waste 

 

6) Are there specific things that you know would help you to manage your land for biodiversity? 

• Working with others 
consistent messaging across organisations where possible and appropriate pooling resources with other 
organisations to save time and money funding; Awareness of ongoing conservation projects that we could 
tie into and ensure our lineside has similar management objectives, to create a connective corridor; 
Opportunities for partnership; A structured approach in conjunction with West Lothian Council as your open 
space strategy is insufficient as it includes graveyards and having to book and pay for golf courses, bowling, 
tennis and football pitches; Catchment wide coordinated effort on a multi-agency and landowner 
engagement approach (both domestic and adjacent land management). Specifically on SSSI water quality; It 
would be great to join up with any neighbours or other landowners in the area who have an interest in 
managing land for veteran and ancient trees; Achievable biodiversity actions that will have an impact at a 
local and regional scale 

• Advice / training 
We would like assistance with dealing with Japanese Knotweed. We have undertaken training for members 
of the group improving tree survey skills to assist with identifying diseases or aged trees which need to be 
dealt with; Professional advice; I would need some additional learning to identify key areas of improvement; 
Greater understanding of permaculture and what is involved; training; Yes. Free or funded training for both 
staff and volunteers, Expert knowledge/advice; 

• Funding / resource opportunities and improvements 
Funding opportunities; Access to funding for Hedgerow creation without the requirement to implement a 
whole farm plan; Less bureaucratic grant schemes; As with most people more time and/or more resources 
from both internal and external sources; funding; A mandate for prioritising improving and monitoring 
biodiversity. We would ideally have a member of staff dedicated to education; More staff (e.g. about 11 
staff at East Lothian plus a volunteer coordinator to train and support volunteers); More money; Proper 
equipment 

• Strategy/ plan 
Strategic/holistic decision by council on the maintenance/management of particular areas/conditions/types 
of habitat e.g. district approach to leaving grass areas un-cut; Having an overall land management plan, in 
which biodiversity would be one element;  



• Public awareness 
Public understanding for need to change; Improved education and communication with the community and 
other stakeholders 

• Miscellaneous 
- Intricate knowledge of the lineside and the habitats and species present.  
- access to seeds, plants, trees, tools 
- Proactive policing of anti-social behaviour 
- Improved council bureaucracy / systems to make it easier to access machinery / use of machinery 

(training requirements) 
  

 

8) Are you already working in partnership with other landowners/managers in the area? 

13 (54.2%): No  

11 (45.8%): Yes 
 

 

 

8a) If ‘yes’ can you tell us briefly who your partners are and how you’re working together? 

• Community groups 
Collaboration with TCV and Ladywell Neighbourhood network on using Howden Walled garden and 
surrounding area for nature based wellbeing activity; Informal/adhoc "partnership" with some community 
groups that plant or maintain orchards/flowerbeds in parks or open space; Local community group 
engagement to help support identified actions. This results in greater understanding of the monument, 
biodiversity, helps engender a sense of respect for an area and also mental/physical wellbeing of community 
participants; Yes but not specifically for improving biodiversity. Our relevent partners include: Easter Breich 
Community Woods Group, Polbeth Hub, West Calder Hub, Local schools, Forth rivers trust, Rhyze (mushroom 
growers in Edinburgh), Edinburgh and Lothians Fungus Enthusiasts, Local moth monitoring scheme, West 
Lothian Climate Change Hub; Regeneration groups covering- Ladywell, Livingston North and Whitburn. West 
Lothian Litter Pickers- regularly help to keep our woods clean and help litter picking sessions with schools; 
WDL; Murieston Community Council is helping with funding; Friends Groups; Whitburn CDT; Harburn and 
West Calder CDT; Harburn CC; Bathgate CDT; 

• National orgs 
Also Nature Scot; We work with Nature Scot who manage SSSI next Door (Blawhorn Moss). Together we 
engage in education programmes for Primary School children at Blackridge Primary School as well as run 
nature programmes in combination at Beechbrae and Blawhorn; We are reporting data to the Riverfly and Bug 
life projects including the nitrogen content of our bordering waterways. This has already been reported as 
very high; Woodland Trust; SEPA and dealing with water quality issues; TCV, WTS and SWT for specific 
projects; 

• Local orgs 
LCV; Forth Rivers Trust; Edinburgh and Lothians Greenspace Trust 

• Formal partnerships 
West Lothian Partnership Against Rural Crime- we have regular meetings where we discuss challenges/issues 
we are facing and provide advice and support considering our own experience and roles; Local Access Forum- 
as a consultant member.  

• West Lothian Council 
Regeneration Officers; Criminal Justice team; Youth Team; Roads – active travel 



• Others 
Private farmers; Dalmeny Estate - collaborating with AECS; Police Scotland – volunteer youth group / cadets; 
“Employee Volunteering” - corporate volunteers – e.g. Lloyds 

 

9) Are you already aware of a new requirement for local authorities to map and implement Nature Networks 
across each area, to feed in to a national network? 

13 (54.2%): Yes 

11 (45.8%): No 
 

 

10) Do you already have ideas as to how you can contribute to Nature Networks across West Lothian? 

15 (62.5%): Yes 

9 (37.5%): No 
 

 

10a) If ‘yes’, please can you give us a rough outline of your ideas here: 

• Working with others 
Collaboration across land owners and organisations is key. We have plans for restructuring different areas 
across our sites to enable more diversity through removal of dense conifers and replanting with mixed 
native species. There is opportunity to link up with neighbouring land owners to plan and organise works 
with more of a landscape-scale approach which will also be more cost-effective. An organised Nature or 
Biodiversity Partnership will help to facilitate this collaborative process; Partnering with local authorities to 
manage our lineside in line with strategic goals for nature networks; As I farm on extreme urban fringe and 
my farm is fragmented by the town. NPF4 has a health wellbeing and well designed places for people to live. 
The open space strategy is poor in my area. I feel a coordinated approach in dialogue with the council would 
be the way ahead as I witness on a daily basis the wants and needs of the area in its quest to fit in and 
engage turn over land for biodiversity and community benefit. Also this would move away from intensive 
farming and provide a carbon offset benefit; HES has comparatively small land holdings. We would be 
interested to hear of the wider Council and LBAP initiatives and how our monuments may fit into the policy 
direction and projects; By integrating our land management plan designs to incorporate and connect with 
external components of the local nature network we can maximise biodiversity benefits and ensure 
landscape scale connectivity across both our own and adjacent landholdings; GAT/Sustrans, using 
NatureScot’s blueprints 

• Enhancements on own site 
We are working on trying to provide good practice inhouse to contribute to better habitat management; 
Enhance or create planting in parks and open spaces - trees, shrubs and bulbs (and possibly meadow 
grassland if annual cutting and collecting resources available); Leave more areas of grass/vegetation uncut, 
without negatively affecting amenity of park; More wild flower areas, a natural burial area; Consider 
introduction of swales and more raingardens, where appropriate; Huge network of grass margins, 
hedgerows, reverted arable land and created species rich grassland across the entire Estate which provides 
a corridor for wildlife, biodiversity for ground nesting birds and an insect rich environment for supporting 
birds and wildlife; We can contribute ancient and veteran trees to the network in a parkland setting, and 
may also be able to contribute restoration of species rich grassland; Master planning at St Johns Hospital, 
opportunity mapping across other NHS sites 

• Advice / support 
In order to access funding in the future landowners will have to create a whole farm plan which is likely to 



include a biodiversity action plan. My colleague, Mary-Jane Lawrie, has already created these on behalf of 
many farmers. Scot Gov is also preparing habitats maps accessible to farmers drawn from SAF data. There is 
an opportunity to streamline all of this; Yes. Host workshops. Lead on workshops such as bird surveys and 
moth monitoring. Improve our site which could then be used as an example to other community spaces. 

• Other 
- All protected sites work, plus access, active travel, core path work  
- long list, but happy to have a conversation 
- Open to embracing Government Schemes where appropriate to enhance biodiversity. 
- Expensive but long-term projects for nature cum public access bridges / underpasses across M8 and 

dual carriageways especially along burn / river corridors 

 

Thank-you to all individuals and contributing organisations, including: 
 

• Andrew Graham & Sons 
• Beechbrae 
• Bughtknowes Farm 
• Cathlawhill Farm 
• Community Woods and Garden, Polbeth and West Calder 
• Easter Breich Community Wood Group 
• Forestry and Land Scotland 
• Historic Environment Scotland 
• Hopetoun Estate 
• Humbie Farm 
• Murieston Community Garden 
• Network Rail 
• National Trust for Scotland 
• NHS Lothian 
• SAC Consulting 
• West Lothian Council – Open Space 
• West Lothian Council - Cemeteries  
• West Lothian Council – Ranger Service 
• West Lothian Council – Roads and Flood Risk  
• West Lothian Foodbank Garden 
• Winchburgh Community Growing Group 
• Woodland Trust 

 


