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MINUTE of MEETING of the COMMUNITY PLANNING PARTNERSHIP BOARD of 
WEST LOTHIAN COUNCIL held within COUNCIL CHAMBERS, WEST LOTHIAN 
CIVIC CENTRE, on 22 AUGUST 2016. 
 
Present –  
Councillor Cathy Muldoon (Chair)    West Lothian Council 
Councillor Dave King (sub for Cllr T Boyle)  West Lothian Council 
Councillor John McGinty     West Lothian Council 
Councillor David Tait     West Lothian Council 
Graham Hope, Chief Executive    West Lothian Council 
Eddie Ritchie       Scottish Fire & Rescue 
Superintendent Bryan Rogers    Police Scotland 
Mhairi Harrington      West Lothian College 
Dr Margaret Douglas     NHS Lothian 
William Howie      Dept of Work & Pensions 
Grant McDougall      Skills Development Scotland 
Bridget Paterson      Voluntary Sector Gateway WL 
 
In Attendance -  
Graeme Struthers      West Lothian Council 
Jim Forrest       West Lothian Council 
Donald Forrest      West Lothian Council 
Alistair Shaw       West Lothian Council 
Susan Gordon      West Lothian Council 
 
Apologies – 
Councillor Tony Boyle     West Lothian Council 
Councillor Tom Conn     West Lothian Council 
Dr Alison McCallum      NHS Lothian 
George Eckton      SESTran 
Gary Laing       Scottish Fire & Rescue 
John Reid       Dept of Work & Pensions 
 

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 No declarations of interest were made. 
 

2. MINUTE 

 The Board approved the Minute of its meeting held on 9 May 2016. The 
Minute was thereafter signed by the Chair. 

 

3. MINUTE OF MEETING OF THE COMMUNITY PLANNING STEERING 
GROUP  

 The Board noted the Minute of the Community Planning Steering Group 
held on 8 August 2016. 

 

4. MINUTES OF THEMATIC FORUMS - 
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 a) The Board noted the Minute of the Community Safety Board held 
on 21 March 2016; and 

 b) The Board noted the Minute of the Economic Partnership Forum 
held on 8 June 2016. 

 

5. SOA PERFORMANCE REPORTING - 

 a) The Board noted the Economic Thematic Report; and 

 b) The Board noted the SOA Exceptions Report. 
 

6. PLACEMAKING IN FAULDHOUSE 

 The Board considered a report (copies of which had been circulated) by 
the Head of Planning, Economic Development and Regeneration 
providing a progress report on the charrette in Fauldhouse. 

 The report recalled that in February 2016 the CPP Board were informed 
of the successful application to the Scottish Government’s Charrette 
Mainstreaming Programme 2015-16 to carry out a charrette in 
Fauldhouse. 

 Following the approval of the charrette being awarded to consultants PAS 
it was agreed with the Charrette Steering Group that the charrette would 
be known as Fauldhouse Focus and would run from 11 to 14 May 2016. A 
series of events and workshops then took place over the four day period 
with a total of 108 school pupils and over 100 local people contributing 
their views during the event. 

 Then four weeks after the charrette had taken place, feedback sessions 
were held throughout the day in Fauldhouse Partnership Centre, 
Fauldhouse Community Development Trust and the village green, where 
information was provided to the local community on the progress already 
made on some projects along with displays showing how some other 
suggestions could take shape and which included the following :-. 

  Better pedestrian access to the railway station and bus/cycle 
access; 

  Pedestrian priority in the centre 

  Options for developing vacant shops and sites 

  Better access to social housing 

  Support for new businesses 

 The feedback sessions provided another opportunity for the community to 
have their say on the options that they thought would best shape the 
future of Fauldhouse with a total of 74 people engaging with the 
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consultants at this time. 

 The Board continued to be advised that a full report on the charrette was 
being prepared by the consultants and would be presented to a future 
meeting of the Board. 

 The Board were asked to note :- 

 1. All community engagement associated with the charrette had now 
been carried out; and 

 2. A full report detailing the findings from the charrette was being 
prepared by the consultants. 

 Decision 

 To note the content of the report 
 

7. VOLUNTARY SECTOR GATEWAY WEST LOTHIAN - UPDATE 

 The Board considered a report (copies of which had been circulated) by 
the Chief Executive of the Voluntary Sector Gateway providing an update 
on progress related to the role of the West Lothian Third Sector Interface 
(TSI), Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian (VSGWL) in relation to 
representing third sector interests in the Community Planning Partnership 
(CPP).  

 The Board were advised that the TSI operating in West Lothian was the 
Voluntary Sector Gateway who was a member of the Community 
Planning Partnership Board. The VSGWL received funding from the 
Scottish Government Third Sector Unit, West Lothian Council and from 
external funders. 

 The role of the Third Sector Interface, the VSGWL, was to :- 

  Provide a “broker” role for volunteers and organisations in West 
Lothian; 

  Be the organisation that “knows the experts” rather than trying to 
be the expert on everything; 

  Deliver the VSGWL Social Enterprise outcomes through a 
contracted partnership with WLSEN; 

  To build capacity in the Third Sector through support for thematic 
networks, provision of learning events, expert led training and the 
brokering of peer to peer support; and 

  Facilitating genuine Third Sector representation within Community 
Planning. 

 The TSI would be well managed, governed and effective. 
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 Since the last briefing, on 16 January 2016, the VSGWL Board had made 
significant progress with the council having provided dedicated officer 
support and the Board having appointed a Change Manager using funds 
provided by the Scottish Government. 

 A list of achievements over the past few months was summarised in the 
report. The next steps were also detailed in the report and included 
matters such as the open and transparent recruitment of Board Members, 
building capacity in the third sector through the development of themed 
workshops and the development of EFQM and evaluation. 

 The Chief Executive of the VSGWL concluded by wishing to record a note 
of thanks to the council and the CPP Board for the support that had been 
provided to the VSGWL in recent months and since her own appointment 
in June this year. 

 It was recommended that the Board :- 

 1. Note the significant changes made in and by the VSGWL since 
January 2016; 

 2. Note the planned direction of travel; and 

 3. Consider how their organisation could support the continued 
development of the third sector interface. 

 Decision 

 1) To note the contents of the report; and 

 2) To welcome the progress being made by the VSGWL in developing 
collaborative working across the sector and with partners. 

 

8. WEST LOTHIAN LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN  

 The Board considered a report (copies of which had been circulated) by 
the Head of Planning, Economic Development and Regeneration 
providing an update on progress on the preparation of the West Lothian 
Local Development Plan (LDP). 

 The Board were advised that the preparation of a development plan was a 
statutory requirement under the terms of the Planning, etc (Scotland) Act 
2006. The development plan set out how places should change and what 
they could be like in the future. It also set out what type of development 
should take place and where and which areas should not be developed. 

 The current development plan for West Lothian comprised the Strategic 
Development Plan for Edinburgh and South East Scotland (SDP), 
approved by Scottish Ministers in June 2013 and the West Lothian Local 
Plan (WLLP), adopted by West Lothian Council in January 2009. The plan 
was also supported by a range of supplementary guidance. 
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 The WLLP was in the process of being replaced by the West Lothian 
Local Development Plan (LDP) and the proposed plan was published for 
consultation in October 2015 and set out where new developments were 
proposed and the policies that would guide decision-making on planning 
applications. The LDP would cover a ten year period from 2014 to 2024. 

 The LDP proposed plan was published for a 6 week consultation period 
and resulted in 728 submissions being received. In preparing the council’s 
response to the representations the council was required to group the 
representations by issue and respond to these in a standard format 
known as a Schedule 4. The Schedule 4 contained a summary of all 
unresolved issues/representations received to the LDP, details of any 
modifications sought by the respondent, the council’s response to these 
and any changes that the council would be prepared to support to the 
LDP, a copy of the Schedule 4’s was attached to the report.  

 In addition the council had received requests for new sites to be included 
in the LDP which had not been previously intimated to the council.  And 
the council had received a number of requests for re-consideration of 
sites that were submitted back in 2014 however it was not proposed to 
alter the LDP to include these sites. 

 A key consideration for the LDP had been the approach to Linlithgow. The 
Proposed Plan allocated a number of sites in the town for development 
following a sequential approach. These allocations and the approach to 
the development of the town had attracted the most comment as had 
proposed residential development sites in Broxburn and Livingston. The 
proposed response to these submissions was set out in the relevant 
Schedule 4’s. In all cases it was proposed to maintain the approach set 
out in the LDP which was considered to be robust and defendable and 
therefore not make any substantive changes to the LDP or the spatial 
strategy. 

 In order to assist in the Examination process and the preparation of 
Schedule 4’s, a number of Position Statements had been prepared which 
set out the background and justification for the council’s position in 
relation to major land use issues such as housing land, countryside belts 
and landscape protection and education. A summary of each of these was 
provided for in the report. 

 The LDP was also supported by a draft Action Programme which set out 
the proposals in the LDP together with responsible authority and 
anticipated timeframe for delivery. The Action Programme was a live 
document which would be updated every two years. 

 The report concluded that there had been extensive consultation with 
regard to the Local Development Plan at every stage of its preparation 
and the responses and inputs received had informed the Plan as it 
progressed and that the West Lothian LDP was a key land use planning 
document which would inform and direct development patterns in West 
Lothian over the next 5-10 years 
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 It was recommended that the Board :- 

 1. Note the progress on the West Lothian LDP; and 

 2. Note that following consideration by the Council Executive on 29 
June 2016 the LDP Proposed Plan was submitted for examination 
to Scottish Minister. 

 Decision 

 To note the contents of the report 
 

9. BETTER OFF - WEST LOTHIAN ANTI-POVERTY STRATEGY END OF 
YEAR REPORT 2015-16 AND PROPOSED ACTION PLAN FOR 2016-17 

 The Board considered a report (copies of which had been circulated) by 
the Head of Finance and Property Services advising of progress made 
towards alleviating poverty and mitigating the impact of welfare reform 
between April 2015 and March 2016 and the planned activity to address 
key concerns in the 2016-17 period, including child poverty, in work 
poverty and welfare reform. 

 The Board were advised that The Better Off: West Lothian Anti-Poverty 
Strategy aimed to alleviate poverty and mitigate the impact of welfare 
reform through partnership working and targeted activity to help those 
most at risk of poverty in West Lothian. The Welfare Reform and Anti-
Poverty Development Group had developed an annual action plan each 
year since the development of the strategy in 2012. The action plan 
comprised of 14 outcomes with a range of key partners delivering on 
individual action who then would report on progress on a quarterly basis. 

 Following a review of activity linked to the anti-poverty action plan, 42 
individual actions were undertaken by partners during the 2015-16 period. 
In total 88% of actions met the targets set for the period April 2015 to 
March 2016 and 12% of actions were identified as requiring further 
attention in 2016-17. Attached to the report at Appendix 1 were details of 
the actions completed in 2015-16. 

 The report then provided a summary of the actions that the development 
group had been successful in and included :- 

  Improved access to Advice Services 

  Income maximisation and money advice 

  Homeless prevention 

  Employability 

 The Head of Finance and Property Services continued to advise that five 
actions did not meet their targets for 2015-16, details of which were 
provided in the report. It was also noted that the Welfare Reform and Anti-
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Poverty Development Group aimed to consult with local communities 
about issues of importance to them however planned consultation had 
attracted a limited response. Therefore it was proposed that the 
Community Planning Partnership Resource Alignment Group take the 
lead on community consultation by assigning a lead partner to each of the 
seven priority areas of the Anti-Poverty Strategy responsible for engaging 
with communities to hold conversations and gather evidence to review the 
Anti-Poverty Strategy beyond 2017. 

 Also attached to the report at Appendix 2 was the proposed activity for 
2016-17 which would continue to have a focus on child poverty, digital 
inclusion and budgeting particularly for Universal Credit claimants. 

 The report concluded that progress had been made in several key areas 
towards alleviating poverty and mitigating the impact of welfare reform in 
West Lothian and that the work undertaken by a range of key partners 
had led to positive outcomes related to income maximisation, 
employability and homeless prevention during the period April 2015 to 
March 2016. 

 It was recommended that the Board :- 

 1. Note the content of the report and the work of the Welfare Reform 
and Anti-Poverty Development Group between April 2015 and 
March 2016; and 

 2. Agree the draft Action Plan for the period April 2016 to March 
2017. 

 Decision 

 To approve the terms of the report 
 

10. DRAFT SINGLE OUTCOME AGREEMENT ANNUAL REPORT 2015-16  

 The Board considered a report (copies of which had been circulated) by 
the Community Planning Development Officer seeking approval of the 
draft Single Outcome Agreement (SOA) Annual Report 2015-16, a copy 
of which was attached to the report. 

 The Board were advised that the Community Empowerment (Scotland) 
Act 2015 required Community Planning Partnerships (CPP) to regularly 
review whether it was making progress in improving local outcomes and 
to publish an annual progress report that was to be made available to the 
public. 

 The West Lothian CPP had always produced an annual progress report 
highlighting progress in achieving the eight outcomes contained in the 
SOA. 

 As agreed at the May meeting of the CPP a draft report for 2015-16 had 
been produced similar in format to that used previously. The report 
provided high level performance information against each outcome and 
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illustrated good examples of Community Planning in practice. 

 Following Board approval it was anticipated that the annual report would 
be widely circulated to Community Planning Partners, the voluntary sector 
and community groups and would also be uploaded to the Community 
Planning website. 

 It was recommended that the Board approve the draft SOA Annual Report 
and agree to the plans for it to be circulated. 

 Decision 

 To approve the terms of the report. 
 

 


