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New West Calder High School

COMMUNITY LIAISON GROUP 

Initial meeting held Tuesday 13th September 2016, 6.30pm at West Calder High School

Hosts:

C McCorriston
-
Head of Planning & Economic Development, WLC

K Cooper

-
Director, NORR Architects

A Lyttle


-
Construction Manager, Morrison Construction Scotland (MCS)
T Irving


-
Principal Planner, WLC 

P Kettrick

-
Asset Manager, WLC

R Strachan

-
Briefing Liaison Officer, WLC

G Cargill

-
Education Development Officer, WLC

Attendees:

Cllr C Muldoon
-
Deputy Leader of the Council, Labour - Ward 6

Cllr D Dodds
-
Labour Councillor – Ward 6

Head Teacher, West Calder High School

Depute Head Teacher, West Calder High School
Head Girl, West Calder High School

Head Boy, West Calder High School

Head Teacher, Parkhead Primary School

Community Regeneration Officer, WLC

WESLO Housing Management 
Polbeth Community Council
Addiewell & Loganlea Community Council

Mid Calder Community Council

Polbeth & West Calder Community garden

West Calder & Harburn Community Development Trust

West Calder Football Club

15 Local Residents
1. Introductions & Group Purpose

C McCorriston welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked everyone for attending. Explained that future meetings would be held bi-monthly chaired by either the Head of Planning and Economic Development or Head of Education. The Project Team introduced themselves.

C McCorriston gave a brief explanation of the new West Calder High School project and the requirement to form the Community Liaison Group. This group will provide the Community with a forum to ask questions and be kept informed of progress. 
The remit for the group can be viewed via the following link: WCHS Community Liaison Group Remit 
2. Project Background

Paul Kettrick, provided an outline of the project and background to the process gone through to date and the next stages. Following link to presentation: Community Liaison Group Presentation
Design and Layout
K Cooper – presentation of school providing inspired design and teaching spaces. 
Community Council Presentation 13 9 16

Construction & Programme
A Lyttle – presented background, history and experience of Morrison Construction Scotland. WCHS – CLG 1

Programme Update 
- utilities diversions have now commenced
- the main construction start/site set up will begin on 3rd October 2016
- grouting of the area to stabilise the ground starts mid October to complete late December
- the sub-structure works will take 6 months
- steel erection begins in April 2017.
- October 2017 - the building will be wind and watertight to enable work to begin internally

Community Benefits – Morrison Construction have Project Skills Co-ordinators who arrange and deliver their community benefits, some of which are listed below: 
- working closely with schools
- deliver support days
- apprentice scheme
- work placement days for under 16s
- work placements for over 16s
- education site visits
- creating of full time jobs
On the current access road and bridge project they have employed a local person who is working on site as well as  providing a number of week long placement opportunities for work experience.


3. Future Meeting and Minutes
The next is scheduled for Thursday 10th November 2016 at 6.30pm. This will be held in West Calder High School.
Minutes/Notes from the meeting will be published on the web-site: http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/new-wchs




4. AOCB & Questions
Questions were invited from the floor:

Q - how many car parking spaces? 
A - 135 spaces including disabled and drop off.

Q - Is there Disabled Access given the sloping site and main internal access stair referred to in presentation?
A – yes – the building will be fully accessible and meet with standard. There are level entrances to the main, community and pupil entrances and lifts to changes in levels internally.

Q – who will own the building? Reference to Edinburgh Council issues with PPP schools and lack of clarity of who owns the schools and is responsible for the defects.
A – West Lothian Council will own the building and it will be looked after by a Facilities Management company. Existing kitchen/catering, caretaking and cleaning services will be provided in the same way as the existing school. 
During construction the quality of the build will be closely monitored by both Council Clerk of Works, External Clerk of Works, and in addition Independent testers are appointed to ensure the construction is carried out to a high standard.

Q – what will be available on the Community side? Will it have an adverse effect on the current community centre?
A – it is planned that the sports facilities (Games Hall, Gymnasium, Fitness Suite, Swimming Pool and 3G pitch) will all be available for use by the community. 

Q – why was this site chosen? 
A – This is the only site in council ownership of appropriate scale in West Calder.

Q – how far is the school building from the nearest housing?
A – approx. 57.5m.

Q – neighbours from Hermand Gardens have not been considered. 
A – The planning process recognised concerns raised by neighbours.

Q – why was work started prior to asking for local objections?
A – only ground investigation works have been carried out on the land.

Q – how are WLC going to control traffic?
A – the new access road and bridge will be completed Dec 2016 at which point most of the construction traffic will use this for access. Until then all traffic will be via the lane to the south of the site. This is compliant with the approved traffic management plan.

Q – is Grouting hazardous?
A – No, there is no environmental impact as a result of the grouting process.  

Q – come end of December the majority of construction traffic will be using the new bridge. Until then what measures are being put in place? 

A – The lane to the south is being widened with passing places and a segregated pedestrian route.

Q – will there be signage installed?
A – yes, construction site warning signage and speed limit signage will be put in place.

Q – when widening the path past the cemetery will there be any trees felled?
A – no.

Q – the site investigations showed contaminants within the site. What has been put in place regarding these?
A – further site investigations and testing showed that no mitigation was required.

Q – there is soil relocation planned for land across the road from the cemetery. There are issues with drainage and planting and concerns that soil will be put over the drainage. 
A – a drainage impact assessment (DIA) has been carried out for this and not identified concerns regarding this.

Q – what is happening to the trees that were planted and will now be removed?
A – replanting will take place. It is a condition of planning approval that compensatory planting is carried out.

Q – topsoil – 3 potential relocation sites – will it remain there?
A – Details are contained in the current planning application in for soil relocation. 

Q – what is the work at the RHS of the railway bridge on the way in to West Calder?
A – this is a compound Network Rail have formed for the railway electrification works and not part of the project.

Q – concern from resident regarding the proximity of the school and pitch and impact of usage (lighting, noise, foul language)
A – the lighting of the pitch is designed to minimise light dispersal in addition the pitch was reoriented to move it away from the adjacent housing. A landscaped area has been introduced at the residential side of the site to reduce noise impact.

Q – project governance – there has been talk of DIA, traffic management, etc – who ensures these are followed?
A – Council regulatory services (planning, highways, environmental health etc) together with other relevant agencies will monitor compliance with all planning conditions and environmental regulations.


Q – parking around the school – will there be access from Harburn Drive?
A – No vehicular access from Harburn Drive will be encouraged. There is a drop off point at the front of the new school. 

Q – concern from residents of Harburn Drive as they have to pay for repairs and upkeep of the road and WLC have refused to adopt it.
A – This is not part of the project scope.

Q – residents have spoken with Cllr G McCarra to discuss the option of extending the Parkhead Primary school car park to form a drop off point within school grounds.
A – this is not part of the project scope. 

Q – concern regarding pupil safety as there is no pavement to the school side of the A71.
A – there will be a footpath on the new link road and a signal controlled pedestrian crossing on the A71.

Q – comment that Haddington in East Lothian have banned parents from dropping children off in a 3 street radius from their schools.
A – WLC not aware of the detail of this.  Private streets unlikely to be enforceable. 

Q – will there still be a new high school in East Calder or has this been shelved.
A – A new school in East Calder is still the approved approach but will depend on the rate and sale of housebuilding in the catchment.

Q – 500 new homes in East Calder and 500 in West Calder – will the new school cope?
A – There is sufficient capacity projected for the school to accommodate these developments. 

Q – looking at the parking area – could the spaces have been angled to drive in and reverse out to form one way system.
A – it is likely that a one way system will be adopted with the current configuration. 


5. Neighbouring Residents Representatives
Two residents came forward. There is still the option for a third representative if they would like to contact WLC through the email address at the bottom of the page.


6. Next Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 10th November 2016 at 6.30pm.
7. Information:
Latest Information: http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/new-wchs
All Enquiries to: newwestcalderhs@westlothian.gov.uk

