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Feedback:
We welcome feedback from readers. If you wish to  
comment on Bulletin please email: bulletin@westlothian.gov.uk 
or call 01506 282006. Alternatively, write to Bulletin, Corporate 
Communications, West Lothian Civic Centre,  
Howden South Road, Livingston, EH54 6FF. 

Bulletin contents
 Page 4 - 5: Shop Local this 

Christmas – Festive events in West 
Lothian 

 Page 6: Bulletin special offers with 
Visit WL vouchers, Win a Christmas 
Tree, Beecraigs scoops top award

 Page 7: Investment in libraries 
-  West Calder, Broxburn and 
Stoneyburn’s new pop up library, 
National Entitlement Cards  are 
changing

 Page 8: Local residents thanked 
for recycling efforts

 Page 9 - 12: Investing in our 
children’s future special feature 
including West Lothian’s best ever 
exam results and over £100m 
investment in education.

 Page 9 - 12: Choose Fairtrade 
this Christmas, Red Riding Hood 

pantomime at Howden Park Centre, 
Have your special day at Linlithgow 
Burgh Halls, Healthy Reading 
programme

 Page 14 - 15: Update on 
programme to build 1,000 new 
council homes across West Lothian. 

 Page 16 - 17: West Lothian is 
Winter Ready.

 Page 18: Capito employ 1,000th 
Stepsn2work young person, Local 
Development Plan helps West 
Lothian grow, Scottish Government 
to increase higher Council Tax bands.

 Page 19: Blaeberryhill play park 
sets sail for opening, Council funds 
21 extra police officers, Braving the 
shave for charity.

 Page 20: Get fit with Xcite.

2 westlothian.gov.uk

Contact West Lothian Council

Livingston-based FlexMedical Solutions is determined to 
deliver best-in-class levels of service to the growing life 
sciences sector. 
Set up in March 2015 by Kevin Fallon and Murray Whyte, 
they provide manufacturing and development services 
to organisations for the research, development and 
manufacture of medical devices.
Executive councillor for development and transport, 
and Chair of the West Lothian Enterprise Sub Group, 
Cathy Muldoon said: “It was fantastic to visit FlexMedical 
Solutions at their new premises and to discover what they 
are doing in more detail.  This company demonstrates 
clearly what can be achieved through having vision, 
enterprise and a determination to succeed.  

“On behalf of the Enterprise Sub Group I would like to wish 
them every success in the future.”
Kevin Fallon from FlexMedical added: “We are delighted 
to have been supported by the West Lothian Economic 
Growth Plan (WLEGP), which has provided a much 
appreciated grant to help us grow our business in 
Livingston.  
“We are committed to providing excellent services and we 
will use our significant experience in the field of medical 
device design, development and manufacture to benefit 
our customers.”
The WLEGP was set up as a response to the closure of 
VION in January 2013, to support business growth in West 
Lothian and to help attract investment in the area.  

FlexMedical receive WLEGP 
boost for business growth
FlexMedical Solutions has been awarded £35,000 from the West Lothian Economic 
Growth Plan to help it to move into new premises and create eight new jobs.

For general enquiries: 
The council’s Customer Information Services (CIS) centres offer face-to-face 
advice, information and assistance on council services, including: council tax 
and benefits; housing; concessionary travel; and waste and recycling.
CIS centres in Armadale, Bathgate, Broxburn, Carmondean Connected 
(self-service kiosk only), Livingston Arrochar House and Whitburn also offer 
payment facilities for rent, council tax and service accounts.
The council’s Customer Service Centre (CSC) lines are open from Monday - 
Friday, 8am to 10.30pm. Thereafter a number of staff are on-site to deal with 
emergency calls. The CSC lines are also open from 10.30pm on Friday to 8am 
on Monday for emergency calls relating to noise, homelessness, repairs to 
council houses, roads, street lighting and environmental health.
Call the CSC on: 01506 280000
Email: customer.service@westlothian.gov.uk
Visit: www.westlothian.gov.uk
There are other direct numbers for specialised services as follows:

 Antisocial Behaviour 01506 282000 or contact the Police on 101
 Gas servicing 01506 280000  
 NETS and Land Services 0800 616446 
 Pupil Placement 01506 280000, select option 4 
 Council Tax and Benefits 01506 280000, select option 2 
 Social Care Emergency Team (SCET) 01506 281028 

 or 281029
 Crisis Care Team 01506 418784
 Textphone for hard of hearing 01506 454427
 Homelessness 0800 0323 450

If you have an emergency, and need to contact the council outwith normal 
business hours ( between 10.30pm and 8am) then please dial 01506 280000. 
Other useful contacts: 
West Lothian Advice Shop, Bathgate Partnership Centre  
Call: 01506 283000 Email: advice.shop@westlothian.gov.uk  
Visit: www.westlothian.gov.uk/adviceshop
Citizens Advice Bureau 
Call: Advice Line 01506 432977, Appointment Line: 01506 435132, 
Email: enquiries@cabwestlothian.org.uk  
Visit: www.cabwestlothian.org.uk
West Lothian Credit Union 
Call: 01506 436666  
Email: info@westlothiancreditunion.co.uk  
Visit: www.westlothiancreditunion.co.uk
Information is available in Braille, tape, large print and  
community languages. Please contact the interpretation and translation 
service on 01506 280000.
Text phones offer the opportunity for people with a hearing impairment to 
access the council. The text phone number is 01506 591652.  A loop system is 
also available in all offices.

Armadale Community Centre is set to be redeveloped 
into a partnership centre to provide a new home for 
council and community services in the town.
It was also agreed to seek additional external funding to 
develop the youth space project in the current council 
building at The Cross in Armadale. 
Leader of West Lothian Council John McGinty said:  “The 
approval for the proposals for a new partnership centre in 
Armadale to move forward is a significant step forward.  
The council has a proven track record in delivering joined-
up services for local communities. 
“The proposals, which represent an investment of almost 
£1 million, will ensure the building is multi-functional, 
modern and fit-for-purpose.  
 “West Lothian Council is committed to providing our 
local communities with excellent services and to looking 

for new and innovative ways to improve the way we plan, 
manage and deliver services to ensure the best value for 
council tax payers.”
It is proposed that there would be a small extension to 
the front of the community centre for additional meeting 
space and a larger extension to the rear to accommodate 
early years’ provision.  The ground floor would be 
reconfigured to accommodate the council’s Customer 
Information Services (CIS) office and Housing Service.  

New partnership centre 
approved for Armadale
Armadale is set to receive a new 
£1 million partnership centre.

FlexMedical’s Murray Whyte, Councillor Cathy Muldoon, Kevin Fallon from 
FlexMedical and Alice Mitchell, the council’s Economic Development Manager.

For more information on locating and growing in West Lothian, please call  
Jim Henderson on 01506 283084 or email: jim.henderson@westlothian.gov.uk

Work is ALSO currently underway for new 
partnerships centres in Blackburn, East 
Calder and Linlithgow, with all three due to be 
completed in 2017.
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New Whitehill Service 
Centre on the way
Work has started on a new £18.3 million state-of-
the-art home for seven key council services.

A special ground-cutting event 
was held at the site of the new 
Whitehill Service Centre in 
Bathgate, which will be home 
to around 800 council staff 
from teams including Roads 
& Transportation; Recycling 
& Waste Services; NETs, Land 
and Countryside Services; 
Fleet & Community Transport; 
Public Transportation; Facilities 
Management; InPrint and 
Operational Services support 
staff.  
The new facility at Inchmuir Road 
will also include a new waste 

transfer facility, commercial 
recycling centre and the 
undercover store which will hold 
30,000 tonnes of salt.   
Council Leader John McGinty and 
Chief Executive Graham Hope 
joined staff from the services 
involved for a special  
ground-cutting ceremony to 
mark the start of the project.
Councillor McGinty said: 
“It is fantastic that work is 
underway on the new Whitehill 
Service Centre at Whitehill 
Industrial Estate.  The council is 

modernising the way services are 
organised and delivered in order 
to provide the best value for 
Council Tax payers.  
“Co-locating services is a 
fantastic way to create savings 
and allow the council to work 
smarter through modern  
energy-efficient buildings and 

better working practices.”
Whitehill Service Centre will 
enable the council to further 
improve recycling rates and the 
quality of materials within the 
new Transfer Facility, which is 
expected to handle more than 
100,000 tonnes per year to handle 
the predicted growth in the  

West Lothian population over the 
next 25 years. 
The site will also house a new 
Commercial Recycling Centre, 
which has been designed to 
improve the access for businesses 
to recycle, allowing them to 
dispose of materials responsibly 
on a ‘pay as you throw’ basis.

Councillor Tom Conn cuts the ribbon on the new Beecraigs 
bike trail for West Lothian Clarion cyclists. 

Show your skills at Beecraigs bike trail
An exciting new Mountain Bike Skills area has opened at Beecraigs Country Park.

Executive councillor for the 
environment Tom Conn opened 
the new Mountain Bike Skills 
(MBS) area at West Lothian’s 
largest country park, which 
offers kilometres of paths for 
visitors as well as dedicated 
mountain bike trails.
The £80,000 project was funded by 
Sportscotland’s Commonwealth 
Games Legacy 2014 Active Places 
Fund, Avondale Environmental 
Ltd and West Lothian Council via 
the Landfill Communities Fund 
administered by LandTrust.
The skills area, situated near 
the Lochside car park, is free for 

anyone to use  365 days of the year 
with visitors being able to enjoy 
a range of features to help them 
boost fitness levels, hone their 
skills and have fun, before heading 
out to enjoy the features of the 
parks network of cycle trails. 
Councillor Tom Conn said: “I 
was delighted to open the new 
mountain bike skills area at 
Beecraigs Country Park.  
“West Lothian Council is 
committed to improving the health 
and wellbeing of our residents,  and 
this new free facility will encourage 
local people, cycling clubs, and 
mountain bikers from further 

afield, to visit and enjoy Beecraigs 
Country Park.”
John Gheel, Sportscotland’s 
Commonwealth Games Legacy 
2014, Active Places Fund, added: 
“It is fantastic that two years 
after the Commonwealth Games 
the legacy of encouraging 
people of all abilities to 
participate in sport continues.” 
Stephen Rees of LandTrust 
added: “We are delighted to have 
been able to contribute to such a 
fantastic local facility. It was good 
to see it being well received and 
ridden by enthusiastic riders.”

Howden Park Centre in Livingston 
hosted the vibrant event, which 
celebrated West Lothian’s lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) community. 
The event saw numerous 
highlights including the vibrant 
Pride March from West Lothian 
College to West Lothian  
Civic Centre.
A touching one-minute silence was 
held in tribute to those affected 
by the tragic shooting in a gay 
nightclub in Orlando, followed by 
one minute of noise to celebrate 
equality and diversity.
After the ceremony, the guests 
marched back to Howden 
Park Centre for live music, 
entertainment, face-painting 
and a variety of information 
stalls from many LGBT voluntary 
organisations and charities 
including LGBT Youth Scotland. 

Provost Tom Kerr  said: “The 
turnout for West Lothian’s second 
Pride event was fantastic. It is 
great to see such a large amount 
of people celebrating and showing 
support for our LGBT community.”
Council Leader John McGinty 
added: “West Lothian’s annual 
pride event is a fantastic way to 
raise awareness of the issues 
that can be faced by the LGBT 
community and promote greater 
understanding among the public 
as a whole. I am incredibly proud 
to see this event growing more 
popular by the year.”
West Lothian Pride was organised 
by West Lothian Council’s 
Community Learning and 
Development’s Youth Services 
team and supported by the 
council’s Equality Grants Scheme 
as part of an ongoing commitment 
to an equal and inclusive West 
Lothian.  

W e s t  L o t h i a n  c e l e b r at e s  P r i d e

Hundreds of brightly coloured revellers came together 
recently to celebrate West Lothian’s second Pride event.

Council Leader John McGinty and Chief Executive Graham Hope 
join council staff at the new Whitehill Service Centre site.

Depute Chief Executive Elaine Cook and 
Provost Tom Kerr with Pride revellers.



Shop Local this 
Festive period

Small Business Saturday (SBS) takes place 
this year on Saturday 3 December, with local 
shoppers urged to show their support for 
small and local independent businesses, 
such as those that can be found throughout 
West Lothian's traditional town centres and 
villages. 
With a unique selection of retailers and 
services that can't be found anywhere else, 
West Lothian's traditional town centres 
such as Armadale, Bathgate, Broxburn and 
Uphall, Linlithgow and Whitburn, as well as 

local villages, offer an alternative and more 
personal shopping and leisure experience 
than large shopping destinations. 
Shopping purchases made locally support 
your town and help to keep the High Street 
vibrant and attractive. Shopping local also 
means that more of your money stays here 
in West Lothian, in turn helping to protect 
employment in our communities. 
Independent and small traders across our 
traditional towns offer unique gifts and 
products, to help you in your choice for that 

special festive present. Local butchers, bakers 
and delicatessens provide local, good quality 
produce to cater for all tastes and help you 
create great tasting, traditional festive meals. 
The nationwide event will also coincide with 
Whitburn's festive celebrations on the first 

Saturday in December featured on these 
pages. 
Local small businesses are also being 
encouraged to register their business online 
at www.smallbusinesssaturdayuk.com

Shop Local this 
Festive period

There will be family fun, Santa’s grotto 
and street/musical entertainment right 
in the heart of the town centre, focused 
on the Steelyard and George Street. 
The event is brought to you by 
Enterprising Bathgate with  
West Lothian Council. 

There will also be the chance to take 
part in the festive parade, and enjoy the 
Christmas tree lights-on countdown 
around 4.45pm. 
Residents and visitors should also 
look out for the Winter 2016 issue of 
the Enterprising Bathgate Shop Local 

booklet. This is being circulated to 
around 15,000 homes and other facilities 
across Bathgate and the surrounding 
areas, and includes money saving/
discount vouchers for many local 
businesses and services. 
Picture courtesy of Stuart Vance West Lothian Courier

Bathgate has Christmas wrapped up

West Lothian stores and businesses are 

gearing up to participate in a nationwide 

shop local campaign.

4 Christmas in West Lothian

It's free of charge and will help promote their business. If you have any 
questions on SBS then please contact in the first instance:  
Nairn Pearson, BID & Town Centre Manager, at  
nairn.pearson@westlothian.gov.uk or call 01506 637537.

Cracking Festive  
events planned  
for WhitburnBathgate’s festive celebration takes place on 

Saturday 26 November from 1pm to 5pm. 

If you're interested in getting involved, or want to find out more, please contact Nairn Pearson, 
BID & Town Centre Manager, on Nairn.pearson@westlothian.gov.uk or call 01506 637537.

The annual festive fireworks display and carol singing at Kirkton Park will take place on  
Sunday 18 December 2016. 

Celebrating Christmas in Bathgate

Whitburn Christmas Cracker 
takes place on Saturday  
3 December from 12pm. 
The day offers a full programme of festive 
community fun for all the family, in and outside the 
Whitburn Community Education Centre at  
Manse Road.
This year sees a funfair, elves’ workshop, children's 
entertainment, festive market and stalls as well as 
food and drink. 
Around 4pm, the Santa Parade will leave the centre 
and move to the Civic Space at The Cross for the 
Christmas Tree lights switch-on around 4.30pm. 
For further details contact Whitburn Community 
Education Centre’s Management Committee. 
The event coincides again this year with Small 
Business Saturday, a nationwide campaign to help 
to promote and encourage communities to support 
their local independent and small traders. 
The campaign is being championed by the revived 
Whitburn Traders, alongside West Lothian Council 
Economic Development, who'll be encouraging 
Whitburn's town centre businesses to stay open 
to help local residents find those last minute and 
unique gift purchases. 

For more details, please contact Carole or 
Michelle at Whitburn Traders on 01501 
743533 or Nairn Pearson as featured 
above.



Broxburn’s Strathbrock Community Centre is 
hosting a performance of the pantomime Dick 
Whittington on Friday 16 December from 2.30pm. 
Doors open at 2pm and tickets cost £5.

Uphall South Church’s Christmas Fair takes place 
in the Church Hall on Saturday 3 December from 
10:30am to 12noon.

Stoneyburn Santa Parade takes place on  
Sunday 4 December, leaving from the  
Community Centre at 4pm.

Fauldhouse Santa Parade will take place on 
Wednesday 14 December with registration at the 
partnership centre at 5.15pm, where there will 
also be a range of entertainment taking place. The 
Christmas tree lights switch-on will be at 6pm.

Parades are also planned for Armadale on 
Thursday 8 December and Addiewell, with details 
to be confirmed when Bulletin went to press.

For updates on these and other festive events 
taking place around West Lothian, please follow the 
council’s Facebook and Twitter pages.

The popular event always takes place 
on the last Saturday in November, and 
features a craft fayre, charity stalls and 
entertainment. 
The Victorian theme was chosen after 
feedback from last year’s participants.
The event starts with the opening of the 
charity stalls at The Cross, farmers’ market 
at The Vennel and craft fayre at  
Linlithgow Burgh Halls. 
The Grand Torchlight Procession leaves the 
Low Port Centre at 5pm and the  

Christmas Tree Light switch-on is at 6pm. 
The latest information on the event can 
be found at www.linlithgow.info website 
or look on the Linlithgow Advent Fayre 
Facebook page.
After the success of the collection buckets 
at last year’s event, with all contributions 
going towards the cost of the wax torches, 
a Torch Ticket will be required in order 
to take part in the Grand Torchlight 
Procession this year. 
The committee believe that this will also 

speed up the distribution of torches by 
removing the need to handle cash. Tickets 
will be on sale from High Street shops in 
the coming weeks and will be priced at  
£2 per torch. 
All proceeds from the Torch Ticket will go 
towards the running costs of the event, 
which receives support from West Lothian 
Council and Linlithgow Town Centre BID.
The committee has two new members, 
Gail Boardman and Tom Pollock, and are 
always looking for people who are looking 
to get involved. Contact Martin Crook at 
mkcrook@virginmedia.com or Stewart 
Ness at stewart.ness@westlothian.gov.uk 
for more information.
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Broxburn 
& Uphall
CHRISTMAS 
EVENTS
2016
ß

S M A L L  B U S I N E S S

SATURDAY 
3RD DECEMBER

10:00am – 2:00pm
Toys sale and collections for River Kids at their base 
of The Old Scotmid Store, 63-67 East Main Street, 
Broxburn

Saturday 10th 
December 2016j j

10:00am – 2:00pm 
(last entry 1:45) 

Santa’s Grotto in Old Scotmid Store, (courtesy of River 
Kids) with face painting and balloon modeller. There 
is an entrance fee of £2.00 per child which covers 
Santa, balloon modelling and face painter.

10:00am – 2:00pm Teenage Market, Old Scotmid Store, 63-67 East Main 
Street, Broxburn

3:30pm/3:45pm 
Santa arrives outside Broxburn Library followed by  
carol service and singing with school choirs and 
Christmas Tree Lights switch on at approx.4:00 pm

5:00pm 
Switch on Christmas Tree lights at Uphall Community 
Centre followed by Carol service and hot chocolate 
and mulled wine.

5Christmas in West Lothian

Christmas around 
West Lothian

Victorian Theme for Linlithgow Advent Fayre
Preparations are well underway for the 2016 Linlithgow 
Advent Fayre on Saturday 26 November from 10am.

twitter.com/lovewestlothian
www.facebook.com/westlothiancouncil
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4 FREE ICE CREAMS WITH THE PURCHASE OF A FAMILY TICKET (4 
PEOPLE) TO HOWDEN PARK CENTRE’S CHRISTMAS PANTOMIME, RED 
RIDING HOOD AND THE WOLVES OF WINTER, 12-28 DECEMBER

A fresh take on the classic tale.  A magical family panto, full of 
songs, jokes and frosty winter fun!  

Potter Around
10% OFF ON CHRISTMAS POTTERY OR DECOPATCH.

Visit the superb Potter Around, an arts and 
crafts studio specializing in painting ceramics 
and throwing pottery as well as many other 

crafts from decopatch to jewellery, mosaics to candle making. Run on a working farm, 
this friendly studio has lots of things for people of all ages to do.

Voucher must be presented at the cafe. One free hot drink per
voucher. Valid until 31 January 2017.

Voucher can be presented before the show starts or to the usher at 
the interval. 1 voucher per family of 4. Valid until 28 December 2016.

Howden Park Centre
Come join in on all the fun in our next 
generation trampoline park with over 
80 interconnected trampolines, offering 
a trampoline experience like no other 
with 14 dedicated activity zones to 
challenge and entertain you! 

ONE FREE HOT DRINK

Voucher must be presented upon arrival. You can choose from 
baubles to plates, Christmas trees to Christmas candle holders. 
Valid until 24th December 2016.

£1 OFF ENTRY TO HOPETOUN HOUSE CHRISTMAS SHOPPING FAIR ON FRIDAY 25 NOVEMBER  
Avoid the high street crush with a day out in the glorious surroundings of Hopetoun House, with over 
60 stands offering a wide range of high quality and unusual gifts for Christmas.  Open from 10am to 

4.30pm, entry is £5 with this voucher, which includes a donation to charity. Free parking.
Hopetoun House, South Queensferry, EH30 9SL | Tel: 0131 331 2451  |www.hopetoun.co.uk  

Please take along this voucher. Photocopies will not be accepted. 
Only valid on adult entry tickets to the Christmas Shopping Fair on 
Friday 25 November.

The much-loved Beecraigs Country Park 
offers a variety of Christmas Trees for sale 
from Friday 25 November, including the 
most popular variety of Christmas Tree in 
the UK, the Nordmann Fir, as well as the 
Fraser Fir and Norway Spruce.
To win one of ten five-foot Nordmann 
Fir trees, please answer the following 
question:
Q. When do Christmas Trees go on public  
sale at Beecraigs? 
A. 25 November, B. 25 December, C. 1 April

To enter, please send your answer to 
bulletin@westlothian.gov.uk, giving 
your name, address and daytime contact 
number. You can also send them to 
Beecraigs Christmas Tree Competition, 
Corporate Communications, West Lothian 
Civic Centre, Livingston EH54 6FF.
Entries must be received by 12 noon on 
Thursday 24 November, and winners will 
be contacted that day.   Only one entry per 
household and no monetary equivalent 
available.

Country Parks have Christmas covered

The Certificate of Excellence Award is given to 
outstanding hospitality businesses that have received 
praise and recognition in reviews by TripAdvisor 
travellers.
Winners of the award range from one-room bed and 
breakfasts to 6000-room hotels, from bakeries to 
Michelin star restaurants and hidden attractions to 
world-renowned parks and museums, with businesses 
meeting a strict criteria to qualify.
Executive councillor for culture and leisure Dave King 
commented: “It is fantastic news that Beecraigs Country 
Park has held on to its prestigious TripAdvisor Award for 
a third year. Beecraigs Country Park is much-loved by 
local people and very popular as a visitor attraction. 
“I would like to congratulate all of the staff who look after 
Beecraigs Country Park and its visitors on achieving this 
fantastic recognition for excellent service and facilities.” 

There’s a whole lot of festive fun taking place at West Lothian’s three 
country parks this year!   Beecraigs, Almondell & Calderwood and Polkemmet 
have a variety of Christmas-themed items for sale for those looking for 
Christmas gifts.

The Christmas Tree order line is now open at Beecraigs.   
Call 01506 848 943 to book your tree and stand.
Norway Spruce, Fraser Fir and Nordmann Fir are on sale from 
Friday 25 November until Tuesday 20 December, while stocks last.    
The public sales area is open weekdays between 1pm and 3.30pm, 
and weekends between 10am and 3.30pm.  

The popular Christmas Crafts events 
return this year to all three Country 
Parks: Sunday 4 December at 
Beecraigs Country Park,  
Saturday 10 December at 
Polkemmet Country Park and 
Sunday 11 December at Almondell & 
Calderwood Country Park.
Christmas Deer Walks at Beecraigs 
also return this year but there are 
only a few places left on Saturday  
17 December, so if you missed a place 
last year, be sure to book soon.

Enjoy your Country Parks this Winter
Don't let the winter weather stop you enjoying our great outdoors!  
There are miles of woodland walks and trails to explore on foot, cycle or horse within 
West Lothian's three superb Country Parks.  Other activities include the golf course 
and driving range at Polkemmet or enjoy a short stay in your caravan or motorhome at 
Beecraigs.  Glamping at Beecraigs is a great winter alternative, visit www.beecraigs.com  
for more about the new warm and cosy Little Lodges. 

Win a Real Christmas Tree!

Come along and choose 
your own Christmas 
Tree at Beecraigs

Come along and choose 
your own Christmas 
Tree at Beecraigs

West Lothian Council’s Parks & Woodland team are offering 10 lucky 
Bulletin readers the opportunity to win a real Christmas Tree this year

Third Certificate of 
Excellence for Beecraigs 

Countryside 
Christmas Events - 
Booking Essential!

More details and information at:
Almondell & Calderwood Country 
Park 01506 882254; Beecraigs 
Country Park 01506 844516 (option 
1); Polkemmet Country Park 01501 
743905. www.beecraigs.com

Beecraigs Country Park has held on to its 
highly prestigious TripAdvisor Certificate of 
Excellence Award for the third year. 

More information about the activities and facilities at 
West Lothian’s three country parks IS available at:  
www.westlothian.gov.uk/countryside-and-wildlife

Councillor Dave King celebrates with Beecraigs staff.

Howden Park Centre, Livingston EH54 6AE, 
Tel: 01506777 666  | www.howdenparkcentre.co.uk

3 Kingsthrorne Park, Livingston, EH54 5DB  
Tel:01506 537966 | www.jumpstations.co.uk

Overton Farm, Kirknewton, EH27 8DD | Tel: 01506 238961 | www.potteraround.co.uk



Are you over 60 Years old?

The West Lothian Council National 
Entitlement Card is Changing

Do you still have one 
of these?

You should now have  
received the new style card 

The new  style card has the mygovscot 
logo - replacing the OneScotland logo

The new style “Over 60’s” card no 
longer has a ‘valid to’ date

If you have not received your new style card:
You should attend any of our Customer Information Service offices or 

Libraries with proof of address.  

Staff will update your details and a new style card will be ordered. 
The old style card will no longer be accepted after 31 December 2016.

Further information can be found at: www.westlothian.gov.uk/NEC
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of these?

You should now have  
received the new style card 

The new  style card has the mygovscot 
logo - replacing the OneScotland logo

The new style “Over 60’s” card no 
longer has a ‘valid to’ date

If you have not received your new style card:
You should attend any of our Customer Information Service offices or 

Libraries with proof of address.  

Staff will update your details and a new style card will be ordered. 
The old style card will no longer be accepted after 31 December 2016.

Further information can be found at: www.westlothian.gov.uk/NEC
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West Calder Library opened 
following £500,000 modernisation 
The refurbished West Calder Library has re-opened following an 
investment of more than half a million pounds.

Depute Leader of West Lothian 
Council Cathy Muldoon was 
joined by members of West 
Calder community recently to 
celebrate the official opening of 
the refurbished Library, which 
is also home to the Customer 
Information Service and the Breich 
Valley Housing Office. 
Pupils from Parkhead Primary 
School and library visitors enjoyed 
a fun afternoon of entertainment 
to mark the occasion, including a 
visit from author and illustrators 

Lynn McNicol and Laura Jackson, 
the team behind the Badger the 
Mystical Mutt series of illustrated 
children’s books.
Councillor Muldoon said: “I’m 
thrilled to have been invited 
to officially open the newly 
refurbished Library, CIS and Breich 
Valley Housing Office.  This is a 
significant investment in West 
Calder of more than £500,000 
which will provide a modern  
state-of-the-art facility which will 
serve the local community  

well into the future. 
“West Lothian Council is 
committed to retaining library 
services and we are one of the few 
local authorities to keep all of our 
libraries open.  
“Our aim is to make the best use 
of Council Tax payers’ money by 
joining up services. I hope that as 
many people as possible will visit 
West Calder Library and discover 
the wide-range of activities which 
are available on their doorstep.”

Library pops-up in Stoneyburn
A new pop-up library has 
been officially opened in the 
newly refurbished Stoneyburn 
Community Centre.

Depute Leader of West Lothian 
Council Cathy Muldoon joined 
with P1 children from Our Lady’s 
and Stoneyburn Primary Schools 
to officially opened the new 
service.
Stoneyburn is West Lothian 
Council’s second pop-up library, 
with the first in Winchburgh 
proving to be very popular. 

Library members will be able to 
visit the new pop-up service for 
books and information. 
Councillor Muldoon said: “West 
Lothian Council is committed to 
retaining an active library service 
and we are one of the few local 
authorities to keep all of our 
libraries open.   

“The service brings the library 
service closer to the local 
community.  An added benefit 
is that new people will visit 
the library and who may not 
be aware of the full range of 
excellent activities on offer for 
all age groups at Stoneyburn 
Community Centre.”

Broxburn library on the move after £400,000 investment
The changes are part of West Lothian Council’s 
programme of investing in and integrating local services 
to meet the future needs of customers, and will deliver a 
bright, new modern facility for the local community.
Work on the project started in July and is due to be 
completed in November. The project is being completed 
in phases to limit disruption, with all services open 
throughout the project. The library will move at the end 
of December.

With books, free computer access, adult reading groups, Bookbug 
sessions for families, children’s activities and much more, there’s 
something for everyone.
Libraries are located at Armadale Community Centre, Bathgate 
Partnership Centre, Blackburn Connected, Blackridge’s Craig Inn Centre, 
Broxburn Library, East Calder Library, Fauldhouse Partnership Centre, 
Linlithgow Library, Pumpherston and Uphall Station Community Primary 
School, West Calder Library, as well as Almondbank Centre, Carmondean 
Connected and the Lanthorn Community Centre in Livingston.
There’s also the West Lothian College Library in Livingston and the Local 
History Library in Linlithgow, and pop-up libraries at Stoneyburn and 
Winchburgh Community Centres.
Residents can also access the online library 24/7 to download ebooks, 
digital talking books, digital magazines and access to a range of online 
resources.  Simply register with your library barcode, create an account 
and start downloading.  New for kids, Comicsplus and Ziptales.

For more information about West Lothian libraries visit:  
www.westlothian.gov.uk/libraries

West Lothian Council has 14 community libraries 
across the area, providing a variety of services 
for people of all ages.

Broxburn Library and Community 
Museum are set to relocate to 
Strathbrock Partnership Centre 
in a move that will bring key 
community services under one 
roof in the town. 

More than just books at your local library

Councillor Cathy 
Muldoon, front,  

re-opens West Calder 
Library.
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Q. Why are we changing to slim 
bins?
A. The changes are designed to 
encourage residents to put less waste 
into landfill (grey) bins and recycle 
more as landfill costs are rising.  Last 
year West Lothian Council spent over 
£3.8million sending grey bin waste for 
disposal in landfill sites.

A number of Scottish councils have 
already made similar changes to 
either the size of bins or the frequency 
of collections. Edinburgh and Perth 
and Kinross councils have already 
introduced smaller bins, and others 
have three- or four- weekly collections.
 
Q. I won’t be able to cope with 
a smaller bin. Can I get a larger 
one?
A. Most West Lothian families who 
have received the slim bins are finding 
they can manage if they use all the 
other recycling collections correctly.
If a household genuinely requires extra 
capacity then residents can make a 
request to the council.  Waste Services 
will arrange a visit with one of our 
recycling advisors to provide advice 
on the options available.  Where 
medical requirements necessitate 
additional grey bin capacity, a request 
can be made via St John’s Hospital for 
assessment. 

Q. Can I apply for a larger blue, 
brown or food waste caddy?
A. Yes. West Lothian Council can 
provide larger blue or brown bins, 
and/or food waste caddies, free of 
charge if you contact us (see below).

Q. Do I need to do anything to 
receive my slim bin?
A. Householders do not need to do 
anything other than present their bins 
for collection as normal. 
The week after you receive your new 
bin, put out both your old grey bin and 
your new slim grey bin to be emptied 
on your collection day.  Once this has 
happened, please return your new 
slim bin to your property but leave 
your old grey bin out so that we can 
remove it.  
If your original grey bin is emptied but 
not removed, please leave it out as we 
will come back to collect it. Original 
bins will not be emptied as part of our 
regular collections after this time, so 
please do not refill it and contact us 
using the details below if it has not 
been collected within 7 days of being 
emptied. 

Q. How can I dispose of 
additional waste or recycling?
A. West Lothian Council provides 
six Community Recycling Centres 
at Blackburn, Broxburn, Whitburn, 
Linlithgow and both Deans and 
Oakbank in Livingston, where 
residents can take household items to 
be recycled or disposed of.  
The council also offers a collection 
service for bulky household items, 
with up to three free uplifts a year.

Q. What about glass recycling?
A. We have increased the number of 
glass recycling facilities from 36 to just 
under 200.

Thanks for helping save more  
than £200,000 BY RECYCLING MORE 
West Lothian residents thanked for increased recycling 
efforts since introduction of slim bins 

WEST LOTHIAN

Around 62,000 of West Lothian residents have 
already received their slim bins, with recycling 
rising significantly in these areas.
The area is on target to send 586 more lorries 
of food waste and 536 more lorries of blue bin 
waste to recycling facilities every year once the 
service is fully rolled out.
This has the potential to save more than  
£2 million in landfill costs, ensuring money for 
vital services remains in West Lothian.
The successful introduction of the slim bins has 
also enabled the council to protect fortnightly 
collections of landfill waste.
Executive councillor for the environment Tom 
Conn said: “The policy change was introduced 
to encourage householders to recycle more; 
and so far the results are very encouraging.  
“Reducing the size of the grey bin will result in 
savings of £238,000 each year, which makes 
sure that West Lothian’s council tax payers’ 

money isn’t being spent on unnecessary 
landfill charges. 
“I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone for recycling more. We aim to make 
best use of Council Tax Payers’ money by 
helping and encouraging householders to 
direct their waste away from landfill by using 
their alternative recycling options available.”
The remaining 14,000 properties in 
communities such as Howden, Ladywell, 
Broxburn, Dechmount and Uphall will receive 
their new slim bins by the end of November, 
to minimise disruption over the busy Festive 
period.
A number of Scottish councils have already 
made similar changes to either the size of 
bins or the frequency of collections. City of 
Edinburgh and Angus have already introduced 
smaller bins, with Falkirk moving to collections 
of landfill waste every four weeks.

 Household recycling rates 
will increase by up to 10%

 Money is spent supporting 
vital services and not landfill 
costs

 The current frequency of grey 
and blue collections will stay 
the  same

 The current bins will be 
recycled and the funds used 

to support the change
 The introduction of the 

new bins will be supported 
by a recycling awareness 
information campaign.

1000
tons

1000
tons

1000
tons

1000
tons

1000
tons

1000
tons

1000
tons

1000
tons

1000
tons

1000
tons

1000
tons

1000
tons

Benefits of a smaller bin
Reducing the capacity of grey bins will bring a 
number of potential benefits, including:

Up to an extra 7,000 tonnes of grey bin 
(landfill) waste will be recycled each year 
in West Lothian

Your slim bin questions answered

Jobs will be created to meet 
the expected increase in 

materials being recycled

For more information visit  
www.westlothian.gov.uk or follow us on our 
social media channels for more information

Community Recycling Centres are open from 9am to 7pm, seven 
days a week from June to September and 10am to 5pm, seven days a 
week from October to May. Last entry is 15 minutes before closing

For more information, visit www.westlothian.gov.uk/slimbins, 
email: customer.service@westlothian.gov.uk  
or call: 01506 280000.

Your blue bin is emptied every 2 weeks: All materials 
must be clean, empty and dry.  Include: Card, cardboard, 
paper, empty plastic bags, aerosols, clean plastic bottles and 
lids, tins, plastic trays, tubs, and lids.  No thanks: nappies, 
polystyrene, crisp and sweet packets, foil lined plastics, textiles, 
cling film, food waste or glass.

Your food waste caddy is emptied every week: You can line your caddy with any type of plastic bag 
(eg bread bags, frozen vegetable bags), any type of liner or newspapers.  Cooked and 
uncooked food waste is welcome.  Please do not place liquid or oils in the caddy.   
Apart from bags used to line the caddy, no other types of packaging should be included.

www.westlothian.gov.uk/slimbins



Hard work by pupils across West Lothian saw 
them surpass last year’s figures to record West 
Lothian’s most successful set of Higher results 
in 2016. 
This is the third consecutive year that exam 
results in West Lothian have risen. 
Since 2012, the number of pupils achieving 
one or more Higher has risen by an amazing 
17%, with 62% of students now achieving one 
or more Higher.
The number of pupils achieving three or more 
Highers has also increased by an impressive 
14% to 40%, with those achieving five or more 
Highers now up to 22%, a fantastic rise of 9%.   
Executive councillor for education Lawrence 
Fitzpatrick said: “Congratulations to all the 
students on their hard work in their Nationals 
and Highers, and thank you to all the families, 
carers and teachers who have supported 
them.

“It’s fantastic to see exam results continuing to 
improve in West Lothian, with our best ever set 
of results again this year. 
“Progress is also being made to help our 
lowest performing pupils achieve more than 
ever before as well.”
Armadale Academy was West Lothian’s 
most improved school, showing major 
increases in Higher pass rates, with Broxburn 
Academy, Whitburn Academy and Livingston’s 
Inveralmond Community High School, The 
James Young High School and St Margaret’s 
Academy all showing significant rises.  Pupils 
are also sitting more National 4 and 5 exams 
too, with average increases to 3.23 and 3.99 
respectively. A total of 884 additional courses 
such as HNC and HND courses at West 
Lothian College and the council’s innovative 
Foundation Apprenticeship scheme were also 
undertaken by local pupils.   
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Local pupils have been celebrating West Lothian’s 
most successful ever exam year.

Thirty three pupils at 
Linlithgow Academy 
achieved five or more 
Highers at A, including 
5 with five or more 
Highers at A band 1

Pupils 
achieving 
one or more 
Higher 

Pupils 
achieving 
three or 
more  
Highers

Pupils 
achieving 
five or more 
Highers

Total  
Highers  
sat  78.2%

Pupils 
achieving 
positive 
destinations 

17% 14%

93% 9%

Brief overview of key results

4476 Higher
pass rate

UP UP

UP
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West Lothian has one of the best school 
estates in Scotland, thanks to ongoing 
investment by West Lothian Council.
Improving the learning environment for 
local children across West Lothian is a key 
priority for the council, providing the best 
possible platform for education.
Since 2012, West Lothian Council has 
invested £27.2 million in projects to 
improve the school estate, such as the 
new £7.5 million Southdale Primary 
featured here.
A further £11.6 million has been spent 
on planned improvement to secondary, 
primary, nursery and special schools 
around West Lothian, such as the  
£1.3 million refurbishment of  

Kirknewton Primary below.
Executive councillor for education 
Lawrence Fitzpatrick said: “It’s vital 
we provide our young people with the 
best possible start in life. Investing in 
education infrastructure is a key priority 
as we seek to help our young people to 
achieve their full potential. We have one 
of the best school estates in the country, 
which is down to ongoing investment 
in school infrastructure all over West 
Lothian to ensure our schools are 
continually maintained and improved. 
“Money invested on giving future 
generations the best possible start in life 
is good use of taxpayers money, even in 
times of austerity.”

Over £100 million invested 
in our children’s future
West Lothian Council has invested over £65 million in education infrastructure since 
2012, with a further £40 million of future works planned over the next two years.

The stunning new Southdale 
Primary School in Armadale 
has opened to provide quality 
education for Armadale’s growing 
population.
West Lothian Council has invested 
£7.5 million to build the impressive 
new school, with construction work 
completed on time and on budget.
Executive councillor for education 
Lawrence Fitzpatrick and vice-chair 
David Dodds visited the new school 
to mark the first day, together with 
West Lothian Council’s Depute 
Chief Executive Elaine Cook and 
Head of Service for Education 
Donna McMaster.
Executive councillor for education 
Lawrence Fitzpatrick said: “It’s 
fantastic to see the new Southdale 
Primary school welcoming the first 

ever set of pupils to the school.
“For the parents and carers of our 
Primary one pupils, the first day at 
school is a momentous and proud 
day, and I’m delighted that their 
children have been able to arrive 
for their first day at the fantastic 
Southdale Primary School. 
“The project from start to finish 
was a complex one, but ultimately 
it is about delivering a fantastic 
educational facility for our pupils 
and generations to come.”
The school has been constructed 
in phases, with the first phase 
including classrooms, GP rooms, 
nursery facilities, gym, dining and 
additional accommodation sized to 
suit more classes in order to  
future-proof the school. 
The eco-friendly school has been 

designed to save energy with solar 
panels being put on the roof and 
greatly increased insulation to 
keep the school weatherproof. 
The building has been designed 
to ensure the school can continue 
to grow to suit local housing 
developments, allowing the school 
to extend in pairs of classrooms.
Southdale’s new Head Teacher 
Geraldine Armstrong said: “It is a 
privilege to be the Head Teacher at 
Southdale Primary School, and it 
was fantastic to welcome our first 
group of children to the school.
“This is a very exciting time for 
parents, children, staff and the 
local community. My staff team will 
endeavour to deliver the highest 
standards of education in this new 
state-of-the-art building.” 

New £7.5 million Southdale Primary opens its doors
West Lothian’s newest primary school has welcomed the 
first ever intake of local children.

£1.8 million on energy efficient projects such 
as biomass boilers

The official re-opening of 
Kirknewton Primary was held 
recently, after pupils spent a year 
sharing with East Calder Primary to 
allow the large-scale improvement 
programme to safely take place.
The special event featured music 
and speeches, before the unveiling 
of a plaque to commemorate 
the occasion. Extensive upgrade 
work has taken place in the 1920s 
built school, including; creating 
a new general purpose space; 
disabled access improvements; 
new doors, flooring and decoration 
throughout and installing new 
electrical and heating systems.
Executive councillor for culture 
and leisure Dave King, who 
was nominated to carry out the 
official opening in the absence of 
Councillor Fitzpatrick, said: “I’m 

delighted to be able to officially 
re-open Kirknewton Primary 
School following the £1.35 million 
refurbishment.
“It’s vital we ensure that our 
children have the right learning 
environment, and this major 
investment will ensure Kirknewton 
has the modern school facilities 
it deserves for the future.” 
Kirknewton Head Teacher Eileen 
Brown said: “It’s great to be back 
in Kirknewton at the heart of our 
community, and the children are 
all settling back into the  
school well.”
The project was managed by West 
Lothian Council’s Construction and 
Design team through an external 
design team with Livingston-based 
Maxi Construction appointed to 
carry out the works.

Kirknewton Primary back 
home after £1.35m refurb
Pupils at Kirknewton Primary have been celebrating 
being back in their home village following a  
£1.35 million refurbishment of their school.

West Lothian council has also invested heavily in other key 
areas of education infrastructure since 2012, including:
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£16.7 million on upgrading essential 
broadband and Information Communications 
Technology (ICT) network for schools 

£1.3 million to improve school kitchen 
facilities

Pupils and staff on the first day at Southdale Primary.

Kirknewton pupils with Head Teacher Eileen Brown and Councillor Dave King.
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West Lothian Council has financed 
a major programme of works, 
including an extension with two 
additional classrooms, new gym 
hall, general purpose room and 
support for learning base. 
A further six classrooms are 
planned in the next phase of the 
development.
The revamp has also included 
a new access road, a new main 
entrance and reception area, 
and additional playground and 
external teaching space.

Executive councillor for education 
Lawrence Fitzpatrick officially 
opened the extension recently.
They were welcomed by a special 
event put on by talented  
St. Anthony’s pupils.
Councillor Fitzpatrick, himself a 
former pupil of St. Anthony’s, said: 
“I was delighted to declare this  
£3 million extension to St. 
Anthony’s Primary in Armadale 
open. The additional space will 
help the school grow and ensure 
it can cater for the increasing 
demand as the town of Armadale 

continues to expand.”  
St. Anthony’s headteacher 
James McCrory added: “The new 
extension and other works have 
given a huge boost to the whole 
community at St Anthony’s.
“The additional and improved 
spaces inside the school and out 
will allow us to deliver more 
varied educational opportunities 
for our pupils.”
The project has been organised 
by West Lothian Council’s 
Construction Services Team, and 
delivered by Hadden Construction. 

St. Anthony’s extension opens
A £3 million investment has helped to transform the learning 
environment at St. Anthony’s Primary in Armadale.

Pupils have already been 
enjoying the school’s brand 
new games hall, complete with 
modern changing facilities.
Vice chair of the Education 
Executive, Councillor David 
Dodds, attended a special 
event at the school to mark the 
completion of the works.  
Blackridge Head Boy Ethan 
and Depute Head Girl Megan 
compered the ceremony, which 
included music and speeches.
Councillor Dodds said: “I am 
delighted to officially open the 
new £1.3 extension to Blackridge 
Primary School.  
“The new games hall will give 
a real boost to the school, 
increasing the amount and range 
of physical activity offered for 
Blackridge pupils.”

Other works at the school have 
included improving access to 
the school through a new main 
entrance way and reception area, 
as well as improving disabled 
access.
Blackridge Head Teacher Julie 
Ross added: “The new extension 
is already making a huge 
difference to the Blackridge 
school community.  
“As well as upgrading our PE 
facilities this extension has 
provided us with a much needed 
first impression space, which 
promotes our pupils feeling of 
self-worth and value.” 
The project was managed by West 
Lothian Council’s Construction 
and Design team, with Livingston-
based Maxi Construction carrying 
out the works. 

Eric Lumsden, parent representative 
on West Lothian Council’s Education 
Executive, unveiled a plaque to mark 
the opening of the new extension at 
a special ceremony.
Invited guests were also entertained 
by the school’s primary and 
secondary choirs, and watched a 
light-hearted comedy film made by 
Pinewood pupils about the impact of 
the extension.
Eric Lumsden said: “I was delighted 
to have been invited to open the new 
extension at Pinewood School. The 
new space is fantastic, really bright 
and modern, and will be a fit-for-
purpose learning environment for 
the pupils well into the future.”
Pinewood School is co-educational 
and non-denominational and 
provides primary and secondary 
departments. The extension also 
includes a new central hub space 
and therapist room, as well as a link 
corridor connecting the extension 

to the existing school and a fantastic 
new outdoor MUGA (multi-use 
games area).
Executive councillor for education 
Lawrence Fitzpatrick added: 
“The extension is an outstanding 
design and represents the council’s 
commitment to children and young 
people, families, staff and the 
Blackburn community. The council 
is committed to ensuring our schools 
are excellent learning environments 
for all our pupils.”  
Head Teacher Pamela Greig 
commented: “When our pupils 
returned after the summer break 
they were delighted to see that our 
new extension was finished. Our 
secondary pupils described it as 
‘amazing, awesome and brilliant’.”
The project was fully-funded by  
West Lothian Council and delivered 
on time and on budget by Hub South 
East, with Morrison Construction 
carrying out the work.

Game on for £1.3 Blackridge 
Primary extension

£1.2 million extension at 
Pinewood School opened

A superb new £1.3 extension is getting young 
people active at Blackridge Primary School.

Pupils at Pinewood School in Blackburn are set to 
benefit from a fantastic new five classroom extension.

Blackridge pupils with Councillor 
David Dodds, centre,  Head Teacher 
Julie Ross, right, and invited guests.

St. Anthony’s pupils with back row left to right Deacon Ronnie Macauley and Paul Shankland from 
Hadden Construction, with Headteacher James McCrory, Councillor Lawrence Fitzpatrick, Head of 

Education James Cameron and Architect Paul Taylor, West Lothian Council. 
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Over 300 children have registered to 
take part in the seven clubs across 
West Lothian, which aimed to deliver 
nutritious meals and fun holiday 
activities during the school holidays. 
This compares favourably with results 
achieved in other areas of Scotland 
and the UK.
West Lothian Council agreed to invest 
£200,000 per year to support this 
scheme for 2016/17 and 2017/18. 
Research shows that many pupils 
suffer a ‘learning loss’ during the 
school holidays, and the scheme aims 
to provide both food and activities to 
reduce this. 
Schools were open from 11am to 
1pm, for activities such as football, 
athletics, dance, games or basketball, 
followed by a hot lunch menu for five 
weeks of the holiday period. Pupils 
from schools in the surrounding 
communities were all welcome to 
attend free of charge, as long as they 
are registered by an adult.

Part of the council’s anti-poverty 
strategy, the clubs are located in areas 
with higher levels of deprivation to 
support families who may otherwise 
struggle over the school holiday 
period.   
Executive councillor for education 
Lawrence Fitzpatrick visited the club 
at St. Ninian’s Primary in Dedridge to 
see the good work taking place first-
hand. He said: “I was delighted to visit 
St. Ninian’s to see the positive impact 
of the holiday lunch and activity club 
on local children.
“The investment of £200,000 per year 
will help a number of children whose 
learning could have previously been 
negatively impacted by the school 
holidays.
“The clubs are free to all school pupils 
from the surrounding area, and have 
been located where we believe they 
will have the maximum benefit. The 
mix of fun activities such as football 
or dance, followed by a hot lunch, 

has proved popular with children and 
parents/carers alike.
“The take-up of over 300, averaging 
at around 175 children per day, 
compares very favourably with what 
other councils have achieved across 
the UK. We will now look to study the 
results of the first year of the scheme, 
which will be taken into account for 
our planning for next year.” 
During term time West Lothian 
Council provides a free breakfast to all 
pupils in primary schools who want it. 
Breakfast is also free to those entitled 
to free school meals in secondary 
schools. Please contact your child’s 
school direct for further details of the 
breakfast club times.  
In Secondary Schools pupils entitled 
to free school meals will have a 
breakfast provision allowance 
included on their National Entitlement 
Card (NEC)/Young Scot Card. All other 
secondary pupils can purchase the 
same breakfast for 55p.

First holiday lunch clubs served up 
Children from all over West Lothian have had a feast of fun at the 
council’s first ever free holiday lunch and activity clubs.

The programme will initially see 20 
pupils from nine secondary schools 
across West Lothian meet up at 
Bathgate Academy once a week 
during the academic year 2016/17.  
The aim of the course is to help the 
pupils to gain new skills which will 
help them to gain work or training 
when they leave school.  
The programme is being delivered 
for the council by national 
education charity SkillForce 
Scotland, which uses ex-Services 

personnel as instructors.  
Executive councillor for education 
Lawrence Fitzpatrick said: “West 
Lothian Council is committed to 
helping our young people make 
the most of their opportunities 
in life and to become effective 
contributors to local communities. 
“The Stepping On programme is a 
good example of one of the ways 
in which West Lothian Council 
supports young people to gain 
the essential skills they will need 

to move forward to a positive 
destination whether it is work, 
further education or training.”
Marlyn Hosie, Scotland Director, 
SkillForce, said: “We are delighted 
to be working with West Lothian 
Council to transform the lives of 
young people in the local area.  This 
course will inspire them through 
practical learning and challenges, 
and equip them with the skills 
to succeed in education, life and 
future employment.”

The figures released by sportscotland, the national agency for 
sport, show that during the 2015/16 academic year the number 
of individual pupils attending extracurricular clubs has increased 
by 8% to over 7,700, with 26 different sports and activities on 
offer.  The number of people delivering these sessions also 
increased to 589, an increase of 9%, with 516 of these volunteers.  

In supporting the development of these volunteers, an inaugural 
coach education week was organised by the Active Schools team 
in October 2015, which saw 36 volunteers gain qualifications 
across five different sports.  

Many of these volunteers were secondary pupils and 
opportunities to support and deliver extracurricular activity in 
schools saw 139 involved in Active Schools supported sessions, 
a 20% increase on 2014/15.  As well as recruiting volunteers 
to assist in delivering Active Schools sessions, a key part of 
the programme is to build partnerships locally and develop a 
sporting pathway between schools and clubs.  In the last year, 
West Lothian has seen a 25% increase in the number of links 
between local clubs and schools with 81 local sports clubs 
involved.

West Lothian 
pupils get active 

Pupils are benefiting from new ‘Stepping On’ course
A new employability programme ‘Stepping On’ has been 

introduced for West Lothian secondary school pupils in S4 to S6.

School pupils across West Lothian 
have made more than 128, 000 
visits to Active Schools supported 
sport and physical activity sessions 
in the past year – a 3% increase on 
the previous 12 months.

Children and staff at St Ninaian’s lunch club with Depute Chief Executive 
Elaine Cook  and Councillor Lawrence Fitzpatrick.

Council Leader John McGinty, left, and Councillor Lawrence Fitzpatrick, 
front second from right, join school pupils and staff from both West Lothian 

Council and SkillForce. 



The Healthy Reading Programme has been 
developed to make it easier to access mental health 
and well-being books and web-based support. 
The resources have been recommended by Child 
and Adolescent Mental Health Services in Lothian 
for use with or by children and young people to help 
promote positive mental well-being and support 
those children and young people experiencing 
emotional distress. 
The books included in the young person's Healthy 
Reading scheme include books to support a range of 

life situations and circumstances, including anxiety/
stress, low mood, bereavement, bullying and eating 
disorders. 
The collection also includes resources for parents 
and or staff to help tackle problems, with a similar 
collection of books to support adult well-being also 
available.

13To get the latest West Lothian Council updates sent straight to your inbox  
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Christmas is the perfect time to give a gift which 
shares the joy between the person receiving it and 
the workers who produce it and their families. West 
Lothian’s Fairtrade Steering Group is encouraging 
people to pop a Fairtrade item in their basket this 
year, whether it is a gift, food or drink.
Ian Fowell from Linlithgow Fairtrade Town Group 
commented: “If everyone in West Lothian chose 
one Fairtrade product during the festive season it 
would be a fantastic gift for producers and could 
potentially change the lives of workers families 
across the world.”
Gillian Reid from Bathgate Fairtrade Town Group, 
explained: “It has really never been easier to include 
Fairtrade products at Christmas. For an extra special 
gift it is now possible to buy Fairtrade Gold, which 
makes a real difference to the lives of miners, their 
families and communities.” 

Leader of West Lothian Council and Chair of West 
Lothian Fairtrade Steering Group Councillor John 
McGinty said: “For some people Fairtrade products 
are about tea, coffee and sugar, however, there 
is a wide range of Fairtrade and ethical products 
available in our local shops.  What you put in your 
shopping basket could help to change a life in 
another country – two gifts for the price of one.”
“Christmas is a great time to start thinking about 
Fairtrade products,” added Andrina Dunlop, of 
Whitburn Fairtrade Town Steering Group. “There 
are 1,000s of very competitively priced Fairtrade and 
Ethical products available to buy locally and online.”
West Lothian has four Fairtrade Towns -  Bathgate, 
Linlithgow, Livingston and Whitburn - and a 
Fairtrade Village in Uphall and Fauldhouse & Breich 
Valley is a mini Fairtrade Zone.

Come on West Lothian, choose 
Fairtrade this Christmas

  

Linlithgow Burgh Halls, The Cross, Linlithgow, EH49 7AH 
Tel: 01506 282720
email: burgh.halls@westlothian.gov.uk
www.linlithgowburghhalls.co.uk 

have your special day in a 
landmark venue at the heart 

of historic linlithgow 
The elegant Grade A-listed Burgh Halls is perfect for couples 

looking for a unique location steeped in history, combined with 
modern facilities.

Sitting at Linlithgow’s picturesque Cross in the town centre, the 
iconic town house is next to Linlithgow Palace, St Michael’s Church 
and Linlithgow Loch. It has undergone a £5 million refurbishment 

to create two stylish, contemporary function rooms and a 
stunning roof terrace ideal for weddings.

The message from West Lothian Fairtrade Steering Group is: ‘Come on West 
Lothian, choose Fairtrade this Christmas’ and help to make the world a fairer place.

12 - 28 December
Howden Park Centre, Livingston
A magical family panto full of songs, jokes and frosty winter fun!   
A fresh take on the classic tale.

Box Office: 01506 777666   howdenparkcentre.co.uk

Howden Park Centre presents

The West Lothian Fairtrade steering group members 
including Council Leader John McGinty, right.

Healthy reading  
at local libraries

More information on Fairtrade in West Lothian is available on West Lothian Council’s website:  
www.westlothian.gov.uk/fairtrade 

West Lothian libraries have books 
and other resources to help children 
and young people live the healthiest, 
happiest lives they can.

For more details please visit  
www.westlothian.gov.uk/healthyreading



West Lothian Council is investing approximately 

£100 million to build 1,000 new council homes 

across all nine council ward areas.

West Lothian Council is building 
25 new homes in the Linlithgow 
council ward area. 
 At Bridgend, five new bungalows 
have been built, all specifically 
designed for tenants with mobility 
issues. They are the first council 
homes to be built in Bridgend 
since 1969.  Existing housing 
tenants are given priority in terms 
of transferring into the council’s 
new build homes. Tenants moved 
into the three new one-bedroom 
bungalows and two, two-bedroom 
bungalows at Auldhill in July. 
The site is adjacent to the 
Community Centre in Bridgend and 
building work was carried out by 
McTaggart Construction on behalf 
of West Lothian Council. 
Councillor Paul visited Bridgend 
tenants Mr and Mrs O’Neil recently 
to see their new home. 

George Paul, Executive councillor 
for services for the community, 
said: “We are delighted with the 
high quality of the new homes 
at Bridgend and delighted that 
tenants have now moved in. It was 
tremendous to meet  
Mr and Mrs O’Neil and hear the 

positive impact these new homes 
have had on their lives.”
Mr and Mrs O’Neill, who both have 
mobility issues, previously lived 
in Bridgend but Mr O’Neill now 
uses a wheelchair after suffering 
a stroke earlier this year. They 
were unable to leave their former 
house without help from their 

son or daughter.  Mrs O’Neill said: 
“Moving into our new home has 
opened up the world for us again.   
“My husband is wheelchair bound 
and is now able to go to the park 
with our grandchildren and get out 
and about.  In our previous home, 
the steps meant that we couldn’t 

leave without help. The new house 
is gorgeous and we could not be 
happier with it.” 
Director of McTaggart Construction 
Janice Russell said: “We are pleased 
to have completed our first housing 
for West Lothian Council and are 
delighted that the new tenants are 
settling in well.”

Bridgend, Linlithgow council homes unveiled 

Good progress is being made on construction of 15 new 
council homes in Linlithgow. 

Building new council homes

Tenants received the keys to their new council 
homes in Bridgend near Linlithgow recently. 

Linlithgow council 
homes on the way

                 Affordable housing is in short supply across the country  
                 and our programme is delivering much need housing  
combined with community benefits such as apprenticeships  
and employment opportunities for local people.

The new homes which consist 
of eight cottage flats and 
seven houses are located on 
land adjacent to Mill Road 
in Linlithgow Bridge. The 
development includes four 
one-bed cottage flats, four 
two-bed cottage flats, four two- 
bed houses and one three-bed 
house.
It is expected that the new 
council properties will be 
completed early next year. 
Existing council tenants are 
able to apply to transfer into the 
new homes which then frees up 

existing council housing stock 
for new tenants. 
 Linlithgow is one of West 
Lothian Council’s high priority 
areas for affordable housing. 
 Executive councillor for services 
for the community George Paul 
said: “We are very proud to be 
delivering new council homes 
in Linlithgow – the first new 
council homes in a generation.
“Our partnership with McTaggart 
Construction will provide 
attractive, well-designed 
modern homes for residents.”

Officers from West Lothian Council’s Housing, Customer and Building Services 
joined staff from McTaggart Construction onsite at Mill Road.

Find out more at: www.westlothian.gov.uk/new-1000-houses
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The project at Raw Holdings includes the 
construction of twelve cottage flats, one 
two-bedroom house and two bungalows.

The homes should be completed  
by Spring 2017.   

Building work has started in 
Fauldhouse and East Calder
A mixture of forty new cottage flats, bungalows and two, three, four and five bedroom 
houses are being built at Eastfield, Fauldhouse. 

Site clearance of 16 blocks is now 
complete and preparation is underway 
for new build council housing 
construction to begin in early 2017.

A total of 117 new homes are currently 
planned for the site, with Lovell 
Partnerships and McTaggart Construction 
carrying out the work. A masterplan has 
also been prepared to assess the entire 
development capacity of the estate, with 
consultation undertaken in October 2016.

George Paul, Executive councillor for 
services for the community, said: “I’m 
delighted to see the regeneration of the 
Deans South estate take another  
major step forward.

“Massive progress has been made to 
redevelop the estate in recent years, 
and demolishing vacant properties is a 
significant milestone in helping to bring  
the estate back to life. 

“The new council homes for rent will help 
build a brand new community for Deans 
South”

The project will also deliver community 
benefits for local businesses, who will 
work on the construction of the new 
homes. A number of apprentices will also 
be employed on the sites. 

Further progress at Deans South 
Demolition work at the Deans South estate in Livingston has been completed on 16 blocks.

New council homes 
are currently being 
developed in  
East Calder.

APSE awards are unique in that they are 
designed to recognise frontline services which 
are delivered to local communities, by local 
councils.  The 21 categories cover the vast 
majority of local government frontline service 
areas.  Each year the awards attract 100s of 
submissions with entries from across England, 
Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales.
West Lothian Council was also shortlisted in 
two further categories for Best Service Team: 
Building Cleaning and Facilities Management 
Service and Best Service Team: Parks, Grounds 
& Horticultural Service.
Chief Executive Graham Hope said: “It is great 
that West Lothian Council was shortlisted 
in the categories and fantastic that the new 
council house build programme won the Best 
Housing, Regeneration or New Build Initiative 
category.  I would like to congratulate everyone 
involved with this success.”

West Lothian Council 
wins excellence 
award for new 
council house 
build

West Lothian Council has picked 
up a prestigious accolade at the 
Association for Public Service 
Excellence (APSE) Awards in the 
Best Housing, Regeneration or New 
Build Initiative. 

Work is currently underway to 
develop new council homes in 
Fauldhouse by Lovell Partnerships, 
who began building on behalf of 
West Lothian Council earlier this 
year.   The homes are expected to be 
complete in 2017.
The new housing at Eastfield will 
deliver  much-needed affordable 
homes for West Lothian residents. 
Depute Council Leader Cathy 
Muldoon added: “Our 1,000 new 
council homes project is enormous 
and is fully focused on providing 
affordable homes for people in 
West Lothian and to meet the needs 
of our local communities.

Alistair Shaw, Head of Housing, Customer and Building Services (right) joined Colin Miller, the 
council’s Housing Strategy and Development Manager and Councillor Paul onsite at Deans South. 

Councillor Muldoon helped get work underway at the site in Fauldhouse. 



First Bus:  
www.firstgroup.com, 01324 602200
GLOW:  
https://portal.glowscotland.org.uk 
E&M Horsburgh:   
www.horsburghcoaches.com, 01506  
432251
Met Office: www.metoffice.gov.uk 
M9 and M8: Bear Scotland,  
01738 448600
NHS 24: 
www.nhs24.com or tel: 111
Ready Scotland:  
www.readyscotland.org 

Scotrail: 
www.scotrail.co.uk,  0845 601 5929
Scottish Water:  
www.scottishwater.co.uk  
0845 601 8855
SP Energy Networks:  
www.spenergynetworks.co.uk  
0800 092 9290
Traffic Scotland: 
www.trafficscotland.org 
0800 138 9903
Transport Scotland:  
www.transportscotland.gov.uk 
West Lothian Advice Shop:  
01506 283000

West Lothian Health and Social Care 
Partnership:  
www.westlothianchcp.org.uk 
West Lothian Council:  
www.westlothian.gov.uk/winter   
01506 280000 
West Lothian Food Train:  
www.thefoodtrain.co.uk   
01506 413013
West Lothian Voluntary Sector 
Gateway:  
www.voluntarysectorgateway.org  
01506 650111

SCHOOLS

Council employees and members of 
the voluntary sector have volunteered 
to help members of the community 
who are frail, vulnerable or severely 
disabled and who have no one else to 
support them in the event of severe 
weather.

The service is ready to be activated 
should this winter prove to be 
challenging. If this happens 
information will be shared via the 
local media, the council’s website and 
the email information service.

SEVERE WEATHER VOLUNTEER SERVICE

In extreme weather conditions, parents/carers should assess 
whether they consider it safe for their child to travel or walk 
to school, and alert the school of their decision at the earliest 
possible opportunity.  In November check that your child knows 
how to access the online education community GLOW. Pupils who 
can access an internet connected device at home, in libraries and 
Community Centres can access educational material via GLOW, 
Scotland’s national intranet for schools

Safety is a top priority for West Lothian Council and the decision to close a 
school or nursery to pupils is one which is not made lightly.

Helpful numbers and websites:

WASTE COLLECTIONS
During the winter please continue to present your bin as usual. Please ensure snow has been removed from the 
lid. The council will only suspend the household waste collection service in extreme situations. For example, 
where there is widespread heavy snow which makes it impossible for the bin lorries to enter residential areas.

 Take a few minutes to read the information in   
 this supplement and keep it handy.

 Consider the steps you can take to protect your   
 home and business.

 Living with severe weather is frustrating – please   
 don’t abuse council staff who are trying to help.

 Consider volunteering.
 Keep an eye on your neighbours and share    

 information.

 Sign up for the email alert: 
 www.westlothian.gov. uk/email

 Make sure that your child’s school has
 up-to-date contact details for you.

 Follow the council’s social media channels for   
 updates.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

TRAVELLING TO SCHOOL

West Lothian Council had 30,000 tonnes of salt in stock 
at the beginning of November 2016. This represents 
three times the amount that is needed for what is 
considered a ‘normal’ winter. In addition, we have 
pre-arranged contracts with suppliers to ensure that, 
in the event of a prolonged severe weather event, they 
will be ready if we need them. This Will help us to speed 
up any recovery from a severe snow situation.  Clearly 
it is not possible for support to be provided everywhere 
at the same time and therefore it is necessary to 
prioritise council resources. Please note our priority 

system for clearing roads, residential areas and 
footpaths, which can be found within this feature. 
This information is also available on the council’s 
website at www.westlothian.gov.uk/winter

The council’s website and social media sites will be 
updated regularly:

 www.westlothian.gov.uk/winter       

 www.facebook.com/westlothiancouncil 

 www.twitter.com/lovewestlothian
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PLEASE PLAN AHEAD AND BE WINTER READY

If it is necessary to suspend the 
service the council will take the 
following actions: 

 Ensure that Community 
Recycling Centres remain open.

 Advertise pre-arranged 
emergency waste collection sites 
as a matter of urgency.

 Restore the service at the
 earliest opportunity – prioritising 

food waste and grey bins.

 If the service is suspended  
updates will be provided   
via local press and the   
council’s website and social  
media channels.  

 Please share information 
 with your neighbours and follow 

the instructions.
 Continue to recycle as usual  

 – please don’t use your   
 recycling bins for landfill waste.

COUNCIL VEHICLES 
WHICH HELP KEEP 
THE COUNTY 
MOVING DURING 
WINTER 

TONNES OF 
SALT AVAILABLE 
FOR THE 
WINTER PERIOD 
2016/17

GRIT BINS 
PROVIDED BY 
WEST LOTHIAN 
COUNCIL 

The Head Teacher has responsibility 
for undertaking a risk assessment 
in the event of severe weather or 
building difficulties. There are several 
factors which may impact on this 
decision including: the building itself 
and whether there is water and power; 
access to the school; decisions of 
school transport operators; whether 
there are enough staff available to 
ensure that the school can open safely; 
and whether it is safe to send children 
home during severe weather. 
The Head Teacher takes the decision  
to close a school to pupils in 

consultation with an education 
manager. West Lothian Council will 
provide as much notice as possible 
of any school closure so that you 
can make alternative arrangements 
for your children. As soon as we 
know about school closures we will 
contact you via Group Call, provide 
information to local radio stations, 
and update the council’s websites. All 
schools have access to the text alert 
system Group Call remotely. Many 
schools can also contact parents/
carers by email.

GRIT

94 30,000 1,850

This special Bulletin supplement provides you with an overview of how West 
Lothian Council has prepared for winter.  

Executive Councillor for the Environment Tom Conn with 
council staff at Guildiehaugh Depot.

twitter.com/lovewestlothian
www.facebook.com/westlothiancouncil

wes
tlothian.gov.uk/winter

W e s t  L o t h i a n  2 016/17
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 Don’t use hot water as this could   
 freeze, increasing the risk    
 of injury to pedestrians. 

 Choose suitable clothing for the   
 task to ensure that you remain   
 warm, clearly visible to traffic   
 and make sure that your    
 footwear provides a good grip. 

 Don’t take unnecessary risks in  
 the road and be aware that  
 vehicles may find it difficult to   
 stop quickly in icy conditions. 

 If shovelling snow think about   
 where you will put it to avoid   
 shifting the problem elsewhere.   
 For example, avoid blocking   
 other footways and drainage   
 features such as gullies. 

 Use a shovel with a wide blade   
 and do not overload the shovel   
  with snow. 

 It is easier to remove fresh    
 snow before pedestrians    
 have compressed the snow into   
 compacted ice.

Park sensibly:
Abandoned cars hamper access for 
snowploughs and diggers, emergency 
vehicles, bin lorries and other road 
users.

Travel: 
Check your travel arrangements before 
starting out and leave extra time for 
your journey. Prepare your car for 
winter now.

WEST LOTHIAN  
COUNCIL’S VEHICLES  
WHICH HELP KEEP THE 
COUNTY MOVING
 22 large gritters
 12 multi-purpose gritters
 29 mini tractors
 29 skid steers with ploughs and   

 snow buckets
 2 multihogs with ploughs and   

 snow blowers

 

Clearing snow:  
There is no law preventing members 
of the public and businesses from 
clearing the snow and ice from public 
roads and footways outside their 
property. However, please take care 
when attempting to undertake any 
snow clearing so you don’t create 
any further hazards through careless 
or inconsiderate actions. If you are 
able and willing to clear roads and 
footways yourself or in a group:

In times of an extreme weather event it is not always 
possible to service and replenish grit bins due to their 
location and the deployment of resources in higher 
priority areas.

In the event that the grit bin service is suspended the 
council will provide temporary grit bags and grit heaps 
at locations across the area for use by the public. The 
locations will be advertised on the council’s website and 
social media pages.

Many shops also sell salt/grit for domestic use.

West Lothian Council has more than 1,850 grit bins.

Grit Bin Policy
West Lothian Council buys salt supplies for use on the whole of the public 
carriageway and footway network (not motorways) during the winter period. At 
present we have 30,000 tonnes of salt available for the winter period 2016/17.
In periods of an extreme weather event or periods of prolonged conditions which 
demand a high usage of salt it may be necessary to restrict the use of salt to snow 
routes (see roads and footpaths above) only.
West Lothian Council reaches a minimum stock level when there is only enough salt 
for six continuous days of salting.
Please note: Salt is less effective at minus six degrees and has minimal impact on 
ice and snow below minus 10 degrees. When snow falls heavily over a prolonged 
period it can cover and impact in the snow which reduces the effect. Heavy rain 
following a treatment of salt can wash the salt from the road.

SALT CONSERVATION

During periods of extreme weather and heavy 
continuous snowfall when roads and footways 
are affected by significant levels of lying snow, 
priority will be given to primary carriageway 
routes and primary footpath routes.  These 
routes are West Lothian Council’s ‘snow 
routes’. 

Gritters and footpath resources will be 
deployed on these specified ‘snow routes’ 
continuously until satisfactory snow clearance 
has been achieved before resources are 
deployed to any secondary routes. The 
council’s winter road and footpath policy is 
aimed at maintaining a minimum strategic 

network during periods of extreme weather 
and will provide access to key facilities and 
other transport needs.

Key note: With 1,039km of roads and around 
1,300 km of footways it is not possible to give 
all routes equal priority.

PRIMARY ROAD - SNOW ROUTES ACTIONS
These are important principal roads, major scheduled bus routes, routes to 
fire stations, hospitals, ambulance depots and local danger spots on roads 
and major industrial estates.

Gritting and/or snow ploughing 24 hours a day on all days. 
Pre-grit if required - in advance or if snow falls.

LEVEL 1 SECONDARY ROAD ROUTES ACTIONS
Other classified routes, distributor routes and connecting routes between 
centres, minor bus routes, main accesses to schools, medical centres and 
residential areas.

Gritting and/or snow ploughing during normal working hours from 8am to 
3.05pm, Monday to Friday. Pre-grit if required.

LEVEL 2 SECONDARY ROAD ROUTES ACTIONS
Residential areas, culs-de-sac and other unclassified roads. Gritting and/or snow ploughing during normal working hours 8am to 

3.05pm, Monday to Friday. Reactive treatment only.

LEVEL 3 SECONDARY ROAD ROUTES ACTIONS
Surfaced areas within schools, roads within industrial estates, routes to car 
parks and car park surfaces.

Gritting and/or snow ploughing during normal working hours 8am to 
3.05pm, Monday to Friday. Reactive treatment only.

PRIMARY FOOTPATH (SNOW ROUTES) ACTIONS
Urban shopping areas and precincts. Routes to schools, accesses to health 
centres and medical centres, hospitals, main routes to residential areas and 
bus stops.

During November and March, gritting of widespread ice/snow clearing takes 
place from 5am to 3.05pm, Monday to Friday. During December, January and 
February the service will be extended to cover weekends and public holidays 
(5am to 3.05pm). Reactive treatment only.

LEVEL 1 SECONDARY FOOTPATH ROUTES ACTIONS
Other routes to schools, residential areas and housing areas in 
general.

Gritting/snow clearing from 8am to 3.05pm, Monday to Friday. Reactive 
treatment only.

LEVEL 2 SECONDARY FOOTPATH ROUTES ACTIONS
Footway links to car parks, community centres, day centres etc and 
cycle routes.

Gritting/snow clearing from 8am to 3.05pm, Monday to Friday. Reactive 
treatment only.

ROADS AND FOOTPATHS
An extreme weather event will be considered to be where continuous snow is forecast and likely to give significant accumulations in excess 
of 10cm over a substantial proportion of the council area.  The snow will also be expected to remain in untreated areas for a prolonged 
period due to low temperatures before a natural thaw.

HOW YOU 
CAN HELP:

PREPARING YOUR HOME
Don’t leave it too late to prepare your home for winter; start preparing now. 
Check that your pipes are lagged and where you turn off the water supply 
in an emergency. Severe drops in temperatures can cause extensive issues 
with icicles. You have a legal responsibility to make your property safe. 
Know how to switch off your water supply in case a pipe bursts, switch off 
the electricity and open all the taps to drain down the system.

Council tenants should telephone  
01506 280000 for assistance.

Please ensure your medicine cabinet is sufficiently stocked with over-
the-counter remedies so that if you become unwell you are prepared. 

GP Surgeries will be closed for four consecutive days both at 
Christmas and New Year. This is due to two public holidays and 
weekend closure. 

Please give yourself plenty of time to prepare for the closure, by 
ordering medication to cover both Christmas and New Year holiday 
breaks. Regular repeat medications can be obtained in an emergency 
via your local pharmacy.

WINTER COLDS AND PRESCRIPTIONS 



The West Lothian Local 
Development Plan (LDP) sets 
out a vision for the future of how 
West Lothian should change 
and what it might be like in the 
future, providing for homes and 
jobs. 
Preparation of the LDP is a 
legal requirement, and the LDP 
will shortly to be submitted 
to the Scottish Government 

for examination. It will be 
adopted by the council once this 
statutory process is complete.
The LDP allows for over 18,000 
new homes to be built in West 
Lothian up to 2024, to meet the 
needs of a growing population 
and increased demand 
for housing. This includes 
affordable housing as well as 
private sector development.

Key areas where development 
will take place are in the 
Core Development Areas of 
Armadale,  Almond Valley/
West Livingston and Broxburn/
Uphall/Winchburgh.
The LDP was created in 
consultation with West Lothian 
communities and stakeholders, 
with over 700 submissions 
received from local residents 
and interested parties on 190 
issues. 
A West Lothian Council 
spokesperson said: “It’s vital 
we have a sound strategy for 
appropriate development going 
forward, as we look to continue 
inward investment in West 
Lothian.
“The LDP provides the platform 
for significant growth around 

West Lothian, focusing on the 
Core Development Areas but 
also helping many of our smaller 
communities such Breich and 
Fauldhouse to prosper.
“Improved infrastructure 
such as new and extended 
schools, partnership centres, 
employment land and roads 
will be required to support 
the anticipated scale of 
development including public 
transport upgrades such as a 
new rail station at Winchburgh. 
“Protection of the natural 
environment is also set out in 
the LDP with the promotion of 
green networks, sustainable 
travel and protection of open 
space.”
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Helping West Lothian grow
A new local development plan for West Lothian is set to be 
adopted by the council in 2017.

Capito has been a supporter 
of the programme since 2012 
and has taken on three young 
people from the scheme.  The 
latest recruit Tiegan Brown, 
who joined Capitol as an Admin 
Assistant recently, has been 
named as the 1,000th young 
person to benefit from the 
scheme, pipping colleague 
Connor Morrison to the title.
Leader of West Lothian Council 
John McGinty, Executive 
councillor for transport and 
development, Cathy Muldoon, 
and West Lothian Council’s 
Chief Executive Graham Hope 
visited Capito to meet Alan 
Middleton and the team at 
Capito recently.

Executive councillor for 
development and transport 
Cathy Muldoon commented: “It 
was fantastic to meet everyone 
at Capito and to find out about 
the business.  
“Improving the employment 
position in West Lothian 
positively impacts on the 
quality of life and the overall 
well-being of our citizens.  
West Lothian needs a strong 
local economy to flourish as 
it has a contributory link to 
the success of other outcomes 
and priorities, particularly in 
education, poverty and health.”
West Lothian Council’s 
ground-breaking StepsN2work 
programme has a range of  

schemes designed to help local 
young people aged from 16 to 
24 to get their foot on the job 
ladder. These include: Modern 
Apprenticeships and Graduate 
work experience within the 
council, as well as six-month 
paid training opportunities and 
a Wage Subsidy scheme with 
local employers.
Alan Middleton, Managing 
Director of Capito said: “I was 
delighted to welcome Connor 
and Tiegan to the team this 
year.  
“Work placements are an 

excellent way of helping people 
to develop their skills and 
abilities and can often lead to 
full-time employment with a 
business, something we have 
been able to do on a number of 
occasions in recent years.”
Tiegan added: “The best thing 
about working at Capito is the 
people I work with.  There is 
always a great atmosphere 
and everyone is very helpful.  
“Already I feel that my 
confidence has improved and 
it is allowing me to develop all 
kinds of skills.”

Livingston-based Capito 
has employed the 1,000th 
young person on West 
Lothian Council’s ground-
breaking StepsN2work 
programme.

The Scottish Government has announced 
changes to the Council Tax banding system 
from 1 April 2017, which will mean increases 
in bills for those in higher banded properties.
The additional money raised as a result of 
these increases will be pooled centrally by 
the Scottish Government, and redistributed 
for investment in schools around Scotland. 
The majority of West Lothian households 
are in Council Tax bands A to D, so around 
23% of local households are expected to be 
affected by this increase.
A West Lothian Council spokesperson said: 
“The Scottish Government decision to 
increase Council Tax in the higher property 
bands E to H will impact on a number of West 
Lothian residents from April 2017.
“Households in Band E will see their bills 
increase by 7.5%, with F, G and H bands rising 
by 12.5%, 17.5% and 22.5% respectively.
“Council Tax levels in West Lothian and 
Scottish Water’s combined water and waste 
charge for 2017/18 have still to be set. 
“Residents will be informed of their new 
Council Tax charges when the 2017/18 annual 
bills are issued in March 2017.”
A targeted relief scheme will also be 
introduced from 1 April 2017 for households in 
property bands E to H inclusive. The scheme 
will be based on household income and will 
reduce or exempt households on low incomes 
from the increases. 

Higher Council 
Tax bands set for 
increase

For more information on the Steps N2 Work programme visit:  
www.westlothian.gov.uk/positivedestinations. 

Help and support for anyone having 
problems paying their Council Tax or 
other bills is available from West Lothian 
Council’s Advice Shop by emailing  
adviceshop@westlothian.gov.uk or calling 
01506 283000.

West Lothian residents in the 
highest Council Tax bands E to H 
should expect increases in their 
bills next year.

Council Leader John McGinty, Connor Morrison, Chief 
Executive Graham Hope, Tiegan Brown, Alan Middleton and 
Councillor Cathy Muldoon.

For more infomation please visit www.westlothian.gov.uk/LDP
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A special pirate-themed family fun day 
was held to mark the special occasion, 
with Whitburn Community Centre 
management committee providing light 
refreshments along with a children’s 
face painter, bubble swords, pirate hats/
bandanas and a DJ for the day.
Executive Councillor for the Environment 
Tom Conn was joined by 105 year-old local 
resident Jessie Malcolm and Whitburn 
Gala Queen Lucy Beth Halliday to cut a 
ribbon and officially re-open the park. 
Executive councillor for the environment 
Tom Conn said: “I was delighted to 
have been invited to officially open the 
new play park following the £124,000 
refurbishment.  The children from 
Croftmalloch and St Joseph’s primary 
schools are to be congratulated on their 
imaginations as the play park is bright and 
welcoming.  
“This fantastic facility was designed with 
different age groups in mind, so there is 
something for the whole family. I would 
also like to thank the Community Centre 

Management Committee for organising 
the special family day to encourage 
everyone along to try out the new play 
park.”
The selection of new and exciting play 
equipment has something for all ages, 
including a bright river-themed toddler 
area and a pirate ship, designed for 

children to imaginative play together, as 
well as a rope bridge, rope net crossings 
and a cableway.
For older children, a new mini basketball 
court has been added next to the football 
area and there’s also a Bluetooth station, 
where people can play music from their 
smart phone as they exercise.

Pirate theme for park re-opening
Blaeberryhill Play Park in Whitburn has been re-opened following a £124,000 refurbishment.

West Lothian Council is investing 
over £750,000 towards additional 
police officers for West Lothian.

The council is contributing £765,976 in 2016/17 to 
fund 21 police officers in the Community Action 
Team and Youth Community Officers working 
with West Lothian’s secondary schools.

West Lothian Council works closely with Police 
Scotland and other community planning partners 
towards shared goals of improving outcomes for 
West Lothian’s communities.

Executive councillor for services to the 
community George Paul said: “There has been 
a great deal of work undertaken to ensure West 
Lothian remains a safe place to live and visit. 

“Council funding from the Scottish Government 
is severely restricted and has been for a number 
of years now. We have our own budget pressures 
to face and West Lothian Council has had to make 
a number of changes to services so that we can 
balance our budget. 

“It is extremely difficult but we continue to 
invest in local services that matter most to local 
people, and this is a great example of the council 
supporting a community planning partner that 
we know is highly valued by local people.  

“We contribute to the funding of 21 additional 
Police Officers to help ensure that more front 
line officers are on our streets, making our 
communities as safe as possible.”

Chief Inspector Barry Blair, Local Area 
Commander for West Lothian said: "The West 
Lothian Community Action Teams are an 
excellent example of the strong and effective 
partnership working which is ongoing across 
West Lothian and I am extremely grateful for the 
additional investment and commitment to our 
Local Policing teams from West Lothian Council.

"The funding provided means we are able 
to commit additional resources into local 
communities to tackle those issues which 
matter most to local residents and have been 
identified to the police and our partners as 
priorities in their neighbourhoods.

"Working with our Community Policing Teams, 
they will respond to emerging crime trends, 
target anti-social behaviour and work closely 
with partners to provide lasting solutions to 
longer standing problems within communities. 

"In addition to this, our Youth Community 
Officers work closely with our schools to 
build stronger links between my officers 
and our young people as well as providing 
a high-visibility presence within the school 
environment and the local area.

"As a result of this approach, we have seen 
excellent results and remain committed to 
working alongside West Lothian Council to 
ensure we provide the highest level of service 
to the public of West Lothian and that our 
communities are as safe as possible." 

Staff members Carol Lloyd, Margaret 
Mullen and Christine McKee shaved off 
all their hair as part of the Macmillan 
Brave the Shave appeal, and raised 
over £6,700 for the good cause in the 
process.
The members of staff have had friends, 
family and even colleagues who have 
either suffered, are suffering or have 
succumbed to the ravages of cancer, 
and put a lot of effort into their 

fundraising for the good cause.
Carol Lloyd said: “Because of the type 
of work MacMillan Cancer Support do, 
it’s important they get the resources 
and help that they need to carry on 
their work. Macmillan Cancer Support 
is a charity which has always been there 
for the people and families who suffer. 
“All three of us have had friends, family 
and even colleagues who have suffered 

this terrible disease and it feels great to 
be giving something back to this great 
charity. 
“We are all extremely grateful for 
the generosity and support we have 
had from employees, partners and 
customers. We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who has 
donated and to everyone who helped 
make the event so fun and enjoyable.”

Council staff for charity

Three West Lothian Council staff members have lost their 
hair to help raise thousands for charity.

Council funds 21 
extra police officers 
for West Lothian
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The development has resulted in new changing village layout, 
including new décor, cubicles and access to the pools, sauna 
and steam room. The SpaceBugs soft play area has also been 
refreshed with new kit, décor and upgrades to the internal 
structure.  Facility Manager at Xcite Broxburn, Ian McLean said: 
“This was a large programme of improvement at the pool and 

the results have made a big difference to the venue. We hope 
customers will enjoy the enhanced environment and thank 
them for their patience throughout the works.”
An upgrade is currently being carried out across the road @ 
Xcite Broxburn Sport Centre to update the changing facilities 
and this is due to be completed by the end of November.

For more information on Xcite visit:  
www.westlothianleisure.com 

• Xcite Armadale     T: 01501 229200
• Xcite Bathgate    T: 01506 237910
• Xcite Broxburn Swimming Pool  T: 01506 237930
• Xcite Broxburn Sports Centre        T: 01506 237920
• Xcite Craigswood     T: 01506 237940
• Xcite East Calder    T: 01506 883340
• Xcite Fauldhouse    T: 01501 770345 
• Xcite Linlithgow    T: 01506 237960
• Xcite Livingston    T: 01506 237970
• Xcite Whitburn     T: 01501 229210

Xcite VENUES

A splash 
@Xcite 
Broxburn After the success of the new gym extension at Xcite Linlithgow 

earlier this year, Xcite has continued to roll out their gym upgrade 
programme. Gym refurbs at Xcite Broxburn, East Calder, Fauldhouse, 
Whitburn and Xcite Craigswood in Livingston have been completed 
with new cardio Technogym equipment, additional weight benches 
and a lifting platforms. 
Fantastic new SKILLMILLS kit has also been installed at some of the 
facilities with Xcite being one of the first leisure providers in Scotland 
to have this piece of equipment available for customers. OMINA3’s 
have been installed in some areas allowing flexible functional 
training options. A new Queenax frame is also due to be installed @ 
Xcite Craigswood this November. New spin bikes are now available 
in the dedicated cycle studios @ Xcite Broxburn, Linlithgow and 
Craigswood with bike upgrades due at other venues soon. 
Xcite Craigswood’s squash courts also received some TLC with 
upgrades to the flooring and walls and new glass doors installed. The 
revamped courts are available now to book. 
Robin Strang, Xcite’s Chief Executive added:  “We continually invest 
in our facilities to ensure that customers receive the best possible 
experience. 
“We have been able to put in place what our customers wanted by 
listening to their feedback. The increase in popularity for free weights 
training has been recognised in our refurbishment programme. 
“Customers will notice a big difference.” 

Summer upgrades  
@ Xcite 
It was a busy summer of upgrades for Xcite 

leisure facilities across the county. 

Your day doesn’t have to end on the couch once 
you finish work. At Xcite there is a fantastic choice of 
activities for you to join in, from groups to individual 
exercises. Activities run throughout the day from early 
morning right through to 10.00pm at night!
Fully qualified gym instructors are on hand to motivate 
you in the gym with your own personal fitness plan, 
with regular updates and add on 1-2-1 sessions. If 
the gym is not for you why not take a dip in the pool, 
attend an aquafit class and relax in the sauna or steam 
room. Challenge your mate to a game of badminton, 
or squash or get the family involved with a game of 
doubles, Mum and Dad against the kids! 
Xcite has over 400 group fitness classes per week for 
you to come along and try. From Les Mills classes: 

Body Pump, Body Balance and lots more, to Cycle and 
Functional Training, there’s over 40 class disciplines to 
try! Gentle exercise and dance classes are also on offer 
so you can keep it simple and fun! Class Instructors 
will coach you through the session and check your 
technique enabling you get the most out of your 
workout in a safe environment. We all need a bit of 
vocal encouragement sometimes! 
Or do you just need a change of scenery to lift your 
mood? Why not treat the kids to a supervised soft play 
session while you have a natter with friends enjoying a 
Costa coffee in one of the cafés.
Xcite has 10 venues throughout West Lothian open to 
all to come along on a pay-per-visit or a membership 
basis. They also run a concessionary scheme. 

Don’t hibernate this winter!  Don’t hibernate this winter!  

The swimming pool changing facilities at Xcite Broxburn have 
been transformed along with the venue’s soft play area. 

A splash 
@Xcite 
Broxburn 

As winter draws in and the days get shorter it’s important 
to be upbeat and active to keep those winter blues away. 

Don’t get stuck in a rut, make the most of your leisure time! 


