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West Lothian Library and Heritage Services

Reader Development Strategy

Mission statement:
West Lothian Library and Heritage Services provide for the learning, leisure and
cultural requirements of people who live, work or have an interest in West Lothian.

We recognise the importance of reading as an essential life skill and actively
encourage and promote the development of reading, writing and literacy.

Mission statement for reader development:

“The best book in the world is quite simply the one you like best and that is
something you can discover for yourself, but we are here to help you find it".
© Opening The Book Ltd

Reader development means active intervention to
* Increase people’s confidence and enjoyment of reading
» Open up reading choices
» Encourage the sharing of reading opportunities
+ Raise the status of reading as a creative activity

Aims of reader development strategy

Promotion of reading to encourage people to read more

Encourage people to widen their reading choices

Develop reading skills

Promote the role of libraries in supporting literacy

Encourage more people to use libraries

Support existing readers of all ages and from all segmentation groups
Encourage emergent and reluctant readers

Offer opportunities for people to share their reading experiences

Create lively and welcoming environments for people to browse and read

We will deliver the reader development strategy by:

« Supplying reading material for all reading levels

s Supplying reading materials in a cheice of formats

* Developing our staff in reader development awareness and techniques to
ensure a professional and consistent approach

¢ [Establishing a programme of displays in our libraries to encourage reading
and to promote stock in a range of formats

o Establishing a programme of events and activities in libraries to aftract
readers of all ages and from all segmentation groups

¢ Encouraging and supporting reading groups for all age groups and from all
segmentation groups

o Promoting reading through the library website and online reading group
www.westlothian.gov.uk/libraries

o Participating in national and local literacy initiatives

o Working in partnership with other providers

o Implementing our stock selection policy and supplier selection criteria
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