West Lothian Council Archives and Records Centre

Poor Law Records: Finding Aid

Note: Poor law records have a closure period of 100 years. This means that members of the public cannot access records that were produced after 1909.

Brief History of the Poor Law:

Poor relief was normally given to those who could not provide for themselves, either because of old age or disablement. It was not intended to be given to the able bodied although they did sometimes receive help.

The first Act of Parliament which tackle the issue of poor relief date back to 1424. After the Reformation the responsibility for poor relief was passed to the parish. Aid was distributed jointly by local landowners and the Kirk sessions.

The Poor Law (Amendment) Act of 1845 set up parochial boards in each parish with responsibility for the distribution of poor relief.

(The above information is adapted from the National Archives of Scotland website)

Quick Guide to Poor Law Records

The following types of records relate to the distribution of poor relief in Scotland:

Parochial Board / Parish Council Minutes – Theses relate to the administration of poor relief. They tend to contain general information but they do sometimes mention specific cases. Where specific cases are mentioned, details of the case are likely to be limited.

Records of Applications – These are records of original applications made. They include:

· The applicants name and address

· The applicant’s country of birth

· Applicant’s occupation and weekly wage

· Details of any dependents

· Result of the application

· Reasons for refusal

· Number in General Register of the Poor if relief has been granted

General Register of the Poor: These contain information on individual applicants and note changes in circumstance.

Children’s Separate Register: These were introduced in 1865 by the Board of Supervision. They record application of relief for children who were receiving relief form the parish.

Register of Guardians: This contains information about families or guardians who were in charge of children separated from their parents or orphaned.

Assessment Rolls: These rolls were kept by parochial boards and parish councils to allow the levying of poor relief among landowners and property owners.
The archives hold poor law records for the following areas of West Lothian:

1. Abercorn

2. Bathgate

3. Ecclesmachan

4. Linlithgow

5. Kirknewton

6. Mid Calder

7. Torphichen

8. Uphall

9. West Calder

1. Abercorn:

Parish Council Minutes

1910-1930 – Ref APC/1/1

2. Bathgate:

Minutes of the Parochial Board

1846-1851 – Ref BB/9/1

1854-1859 – Ref BB/9/2

1857-1862 – Ref BB/9/3

1859-1865 – Ref BB/9/4

1874-1882 – Ref BB/9/5

1883-1891 – Ref BB/9/6

Minutes of the Parochial Board / Parish Council

1891-1900 – Ref BB10/1

Minutes of the Parish Council

1900-1907 – Ref BB/11/1

1907-1919 – Ref BB/11/2

1910-1914 – Ref BB/11/3

1912-1928 – Ref BB/11/4

1919-1924 – Ref BB/11/5

1924-1928 – Ref BB/11/6

1928-1929 – Ref BB/11/7

Record of Applications

1926-1961 – Ref BB/12/1

3. Ecclesmachan:

Parochial Board Minutes

1845-1890 – Ref EB/1/1

Parochial Board / Parish Council Minutes

1895-1912 – Ref EB/2/1

Parish Council Minutes

1912-1926 – Ref EB/3/1

1926-1929 – Ref EB/3/2

4. Kirknewton:
Parish Council Minutes

1895-1915 – Ref KPC/1/1

1915-1927 – Ref KPC/1/2

1927-1930 – Ref KPC/1/3

General Register of the Poor

1882-1930 – Ref KPC/2/1

Record of Applications

1909-1924 – Ref KPC/3/1

1929-1930 – Ref KPC/3/2

5. Linlithgow:

Parochial Board Minutes

1846-1851 – Ref LB/1/1

1851-1856 – Ref LB/1/2

1857-1868 – Ref LB/1/3

1868-1876 – Ref LB/1/4

1876-1885 – Ref LB/1/5

1885-1895 – Ref LB/1/5

Parochial Board Poor House Committee Minutes

1851 – Ref LB/2/1

Parish Council Minutes

1895-1905 – Ref LB/3/1

1905-1917 – Ref LB/3/2

1917-1924 – Ref LB/3/3

1924-1930 – Ref LB/3/4

6. Mid Calder:

Parochial Board Minutes

1845-1865 – Ref MCB/1/1

1865-1880 – Ref MCB/1/2

1890-1895 – Ref MCB/1/3

Parish Council Minutes

1995-1906 – Ref MCB/2/1

1907-1923 – Ref MCB/2/2

1923-1930 – Ref MCB/2/3

Register of the Poor

1901-1930 – Ref MCB/5/1

7. Torphichen:

Minutes of the Parochial Board / Parish Council

1891-1917 – Ref TB/1/1

Minutes of the Parish Council

1917-1929 – Ref TB/2/1

1929-1930 – Ref TB/2/2

8. Uphall:

Minutes of the Parochial Board

1873-1880 – Ref UB/1/1

Minutes of the Parish Council

1906-1930 – Ref UB/2/1

9. West Calder:

Minutes of the Parochial Board

1845-1872 – Ref WCB/1/1

1872-1889 – Ref WCB/1/2

Minutes of the Parochial Board / Parish Council

1890-1902 – Ref WCB/2/1

Minutes of the Parish Council

1902-1920 – Ref WCB/3/1

1920-1929 – Ref WCB/3/2

1929-1930 – Ref WCB/3/3

Committee Minutes of the Parish Council 

1928-1930 – Ref WCB/4/1

Assessment Rolls

1910/1911-1919/1920 – Ref WCB/6/1

1920/1921-1922/1923 – Ref WCB/6/2

Records of Application

1896-1900 – Ref WCB/13/1

1900-1904 – Ref WCB/13/2

1905-1913 – Ref WCB/13/3

1913-1923 – Ref WCB/13/4

1923-1925 – Ref WCB/13/5

1925-1927 – Ref WCB/13/6

1927-1929 – Ref WCB/13/7

1929-1930
- Ref WCB/13/8

1930

- Ref WCB/13/9

1930-1932 – Ref WCB/13/10

1932-1935 – Ref WCB/13/11

1935-1939 – Ref WCB/13/12

1939-1944 – Ref WCB/13/13

Relief Re-application Schedules

1930-1935 – Ref WCB/14/1

1935-1943 – Ref WCB/14/2

1943-1948 – Ref WCB/14/3

General Register of the Poor

1865-1874 – Ref WCB/15/1

1874-1888 – Ref WCB/15/2

1888-1902 – Ref WCB/15/3

1902-1916 – Ref WCB/15/4

1916-1921 – Ref WCB/15/5

1925-1930 – Ref WCB/15/6

1930

- Ref WCB/1/5/7

Children’s Separate Register

1898-1927 – Ref WCB/16/1

Register of Guardians

1909-1935 – Ref WCB/17/1

