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EASTER INCH MOSS AND SEAFIELD LAW (EIMSL) LOCAL NATURE RESERVE 
 
 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 No Local Nature Reserves have been designated in West Lothian.   Yet, the 

application of the process to encourage community involvement in the management 
of locally important open spaces, to conserve and enhance their wildlife, to develop 
educational opportunities, and to manage recreational uses, has many benefits.   
Most importantly it involves local communities in determining the future of such sites, 
their management needs, the resolution of conflict and the creation of a working 
relationship between the community, council services and other stakeholders and 
partners. 

 
1.2 Easter Inch Moss and Seafield Law, together, provide a site which meets all of the 

criteria for Local Nature Reserve designation that would benefit from the joint working 
of the community with the council, and others to manage and enhance the area. 

 
1.3 As an area under increasing public pressure, and one becoming surrounded by 

development, its sustainability as open space will be more pressing unless a focus 
such as Local Nature Reserve designation is created.   It is believed that the special 
character of the area is worthy of such conservation action. 

 
1.4 The following sections set the scene for designation. It includes a management plan 

that would be the basis of this.  
 
1.5 Only with the support and involvement of the community has the proposal reached 

this stage. 
 
1.6 Through the commissioning of a Project Officer, Elspeth English, of the consultancy 

‘Hands on Environmental Education’, community consultation was undertaken over 
the winter of 2005/06. The outcomes, including the first draft of this management 
plan, arose from this project which was partially financed by Scottish Natural 
Heritage. 

 
 
2. Location 
 
2.1 EIMSL is located in West Lothian between Blackburn, Seafield and the M8 (map 

reference NT003664), plan 1. 
 
2.2 The site is made up of 200 acres of worked peat bog and 200 acres of a remodelled 

oil shale bing which includes a sealed landfill site, all of which has been owned as 
one unit by West Lothian Council since 1996 (plan 2).   The scale and nature of the 
site is shown in the aerial photograph (plan 3). 

 
 
3. History of the site 
 
3.1 The moss was once worked for peat for commercial, agricultural and horticultural 

uses.  It was initially hoped that after this that the moss could be restored to 
agricultural use in line with the then national policy.   Considerable efforts to achieve 
this took place between from 1964 - 72, by the former West Lothian County Council, 
through extensive drainage.   The results were largely unsuccessful through drain 
failure and a lack of maintenance.   A limited amount of coniferous tree planting took 
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place in the 1980s, when Lothian Regional Council owned the site, but over the years 
it has increased in biodiversity value through natural regeneration to provide a 
valuable semi-natural site for wildlife. Easter Inch Moss is a Scottish Wildlife Trust 
(SWT) ‘Wildlife Site’, which is recognised in the 2006 West Lothian Local Plan, as a 
consequence of this. 

 
3.2 Seafield Bing was created as a product of the oil shale industry.   It was remodelled 

in the 1990’s and now forms a significant crag and tail feature in the landscape, 
providing robust amenity grassland with some areas of tree planting.   To relfect its 
modified shape the area has been renamed as Seafield Law. Oil shale bings only 
exist in West Lothian and are, therefore, important in the UK context as rare and 
unique environments as well as being significant in terms of the heritage and culture 
of the county.   Lothian and Borders Regionally Important Geological Sites Group 
(RIGS) has listed the site as a future. RIGS for conservation and interpretation.   
(West Lothian Local Biodiversity Action Plan Habitat Action Plan: Oil Shale Bings. 

 
3.3 The site was owned and used by the former District Council until the mid 1990’s as a 

landfill site.  This was sealed in the late 1990’s and ground water lagoons at the east 
end of the site were created to treat polluted water arising from the tip.  These are 
soon to be upgraded.  The site is also monitored for methane, another product of 
landfill sites.   There has been no evidence of methane drift and the main phase of 
emission is now over. 

 
 
4. Wildlife 
 
4.1 The site has undergone a number of biological surveys, the first of which was carried 

out in 1969 and more recently in 1991, both on behalf of the Central Scotland Forest 
Trust, and by the Scottish Wildlife Trust in 1994, as part of the Phase I Habitat 
Survey of West Lothian. 

 
4.2 The site includes a number of different habitats from open grassland and heath, 

woodland and scrub to open water and modified bog.   Over recent years the site has 
become a haven for wildlife, including 141 types of plants, 11 of which are local 
rarities.   

 
4.3 Bird ringing is undertaken by the Lothian Ringing Group and, in addition, nationally 

significant numbers of several species have been recorded, especially reed bunting 
and short-eared owl.   Many butterflies, moths and damselflies inhabit the site. The 
rare pearl-bordered fritillary butterfly was spotted in 1989.  The site is also home to a 
number of species of spider including the rare Latithorax faustus which was recorded 
in the 1991 report.   The Lothian Amphibian and Reptile Group (LARG) carried out a 
survey in 2005, finding the site to be important for amphibians such as frogs and 
toads.   Great crested newts are present in some of the ponds.   This is a European 
Protected Species and, therefore, an important component of the biodiversity and a 
conservation management responsibility. Mammals, including brown hare and roe 
deer, can be found and are much admired by the local residents.   Others will 
undoubtedly be passing through the site, including otter. 

 
 
5. Recreation and access 
 
5.1 Its location, in an increasingly urban environment, makes it a particularly important 

area of open space while its physical origins have protected it from development. 
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5.2 The area is a well-used and locally valuable site, which is easily accessible to the 
communities of Seafield, Blackburn and beyond.   The National Cycleway 75, which 
links Glasgow and Edinburgh, passing through Livingston, Bathgate and Airdrie, runs 
through the site. Walkers, dog walkers, children, amateur naturalists, horse riders, 
off-road motorbike and quad users all use the area.    

 
5.3 West Lothian Council recently added an extension to the cycleway, providing a 

tarmac link path through to Blackburn, and ash paths have been created linking 
Seafield to the cycleway.  Under the Land Reform Act 2003 local authorities are 
required to draw up a plan for a system of paths (core paths) to give the public 
access through areas in order to facilitate exercise and provide greater opportunities 
for people to access the countryside.   The West Lothian section of the National 
Cycleway 75 and linking routes are under consideration as candidate core paths 
following a period of public consultation. (2005/06). 

 
5.4 Surveys have shown that many of the local people use the area on a daily or weekly 

basis. Many older people use the area as do families.   It is also used to gain access 
to other local communities and shops.   Though Cycleway 75 provides an excellent 
path there are at present no suitable resting places or seats within the site.   

 
 
6. Education 
 
6.1 There are 2 primary schools within easy walking distance of the area that are 

interested in using it as an outdoor classroom.  The site offers a great natural 
resource for covering many aspects of the 5-14 curriculum and is accessible to these 
schools without the need for transport, which can make school outings financially 
unviable.  Oatridge College has been involved in a survey of visitor use and is keen 
to use the site for various studies, such as biological surveying and practical 
management.   Being involved at the start of the proposed LNR designation process 
the College values its educational potential. 

 
6.2 Though most of the local people are familiar with the Moss and Law many are 

unaware of the wildlife interests of the site or of its origins.  EIMSL offers a great 
resource to the local community to become involved in interpretative guided walks, 
health walks and other public events such as countryside family days, which offer 
activities for participants of all ages.  Awareness of the site could also be raised by 
other informal interpretation such as displays in local libraries and community centres 
and leaflets and maps covering the wildlife and history of the site. 

 
6.3 The pollution management areas that treat the leachate from the landfill area are to 

be improved and, with greater habitat creation potential, will also provide education 
visit opportunities. One of the objective of the future designation of the Law as a 
RIGS will be for education and interpretation of the oil shale industry in West Lothian. 

 
 
7. Site Management 
 
7.1 The site currently suffers from a good deal of unauthorised use from off road 

motorbikes and quads which, though not of great concern, at present, in terms of 
impact on the biodiversity, is a major management issue because of the conflict with 
other users.  Due to the size and numerous entrances to the site it is impossible to 
physically exclude bikes but any effort to do so would, in any event, also exclude 
horse riders and cyclists and this would be neither legal nor practical. 
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7.2 At present there is little active management or monitoring the nature conservation 
interest of the site.  In the past it has suffered from the dumping of burned out cars 
although this has decreased.  Parts of the site still suffer from household dumping, 
which tends to be reported and cleaned up by the council’s local Neighbourhood 
Environment Team, (NET).  The site suffers from a certain amount of litter and 
broken glass which is removed on an add hoc basis by the NET and the Countryside 
Ranger.  EIMSL also suffers from frequent burning of grass.  Whilst this is 
unfortunate it has a limited biological effect and may even benefit the site by stopping 
scrubby areas developing across the grassland.  Minor vandalism to trees also 
occurs. 

 
7.3 The area of the previous landfill site on the Law is monitored on a regular basis for 

landfill gas, surface water quality and leachate arising from the former tip.  These are 
undertaken for public safety and water quality reasons.  The management extends to 
checking the security of the site generally and to the inspection of the environmental 
management areas including fencing, buoyancy aids and safety signage. 

 
7.4 The red blaes pitch just off Rowan drive at the Blackburn end of the Moss is allocated 

for housing under the Local Plan.  This development will provide an opportunity to 
create a gateway to the site with an appropriate design to deter off-road bikers.  The 
entrances at the Seafield end of the site need to be considered in terms of access.   

 
7.5 At present it is not possible for horses to access the site from either the Ritchie’s yard 

entrance or the gate at the east end of Seafield and the paths from Seafield to the 
National Cycleway 75 are not of an ideal nature for walking.  Parking is also limited at 
the Seafield end.  Any developments taking place on the site, such as upgrading of 
paths, should fall in line with guidelines set out in the Scottish Outdoor Access Code 
2004 and the Disability Discrimination Act.  In the past keys, have been given to the 
local stables for access but locked gates are in breach of the access legislation 
(2003). The cycleway is maintained by the council’s Transportation Service. 

 
7.6 On site there is no clear indication of who owns or is responsible for it, or what sorts 

of activities are acceptable. This will probably explain why it has been adopted by off-
road bikers.   The area Countryside Ranger has 20 days allocated to the site at 
present.  Apart from this there is little regular official presence as a whole There are 
inspections associated with the council’s environment management areas by 
personnel from the council’s Neighbourhood Environment Team which responds to 
fly tipping, burned out cars etc.  However, there is regular sampling and monitoring 
work of the lagoons.  Independent monitoring is also undertaken by SEPA to monitor 
the water quality of the Lochshot Burn to the east. 

 
 
8. Community consultation 
 
8.1 Community consultation undertaken between October and March 2005/06 (Appendix 

1) gave an indication of how well the site is used, why the local people value it and 
how much interest there is in the site generally.   Many people use it on a weekly and 
even daily basis for exercise, freedom of the open countryside, peace and quiet and 
an interest in wildlife.   People value its accessibility, which has good paths and use it 
to access other areas as far away as Bathgate. 

 
8.2 Many people are concerned about off-road bikers using the area due to the noise, 

danger to legitimate users, disturbance to wildlife and the damage to paths.   Others, 
however, would like to see a special track made for bikes within the site.  Fly tipping, 
litter and dumped cars are also of concern to local people as is the general antisocial 
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behaviour of some of the users.  Simple maintenance tasks such as cutting back 
vegetation from the edges of paths would make a significant improvement. 

 
8.3 Many users would like to see some of the paths upgraded and new ones created.  

Other suggestions for improvement included building footbridges over some of the 
ditches, seating, picnic areas, bins and lighting.    

 
8.4 It was generally felt that designation of the site as a LNR would be a good thing and 

many of the users would like to see more active management for wildlife.   The size 
of the site also makes it possible for a variety of recreational activities to take place, if 
properly managed. 

 
8.5 There was also an interest in interpretation of the site such as guided walks, leaflets, 

signs and interpretative boards and a feeling that it should be promoted more. 
 
 
9. Off-Road Bike Issue 
 
9.1 At present EIMSL is used frequently by off road bikes and quads from the local area 

and beyond.  Though most of the people using the site in this way are courteous to 
other users, this is not always so and the behaviour of the few tarnishes that of the 
others.  As a consequence, the use of the site causes a great deal of conflict, some 
amount of disruption to wildlife and a certain about of damage to paths, to the Moss 
and the Law. 

 
9.2 Due to the nature and size of the site and the limited resources of the Police it has 

been impossible to stop it being used in this way.  Physical obstruction would also 
obstruct cyclists, horse-riders and disabled users.  However, joint efforts by the 
Police and the council are being made to address the problem. 

 
9.3 North Lanarkshire Council have had a certain amount of success dealing with off 

road bike issues through the creation of a bike club, which has a site where they can 
run events for up to 28-days/year. It also works with young people through road 
shows and awareness raising.  After much debate at the EIMSL public meetings 
during the consultation period it was suggested that a possible way forward would be 
to allocate a certain part of the site for the use of off-road bikes in a controlled 
manner.  On such a large area it may be possible to do this if a site could be found 
which would have limited noise pollution to nearby houses and have a sustainable 
substrate, such as on the shale bing.  Tests will need to be carried out to confirm 
whether such a use might be possible but if the noise levels are high it would not be 
feasible and no further proposals would be made within the LNR area. 

 
 
10. Wildlife management 
 
10.1 Since the ending of peat workings on the Moss, the creation of the Law and closure 

of the landfill site, EIMSL has developed into an excellent area of diverse wildlife 
habitats and robust amenity grassland with little active management. 

 
10.2 Previous surveys and research suggest the most biodiverse areas of the site lie at 

the east end of the Moss, at the foot of the Law, where the peat is at its deepest and 
wettest.   With this in mind any developments to increase access should take place in 
other areas of the site to safeguard the wildlife interest.   As the most recent survey 
was carried out in 1994 it will be important to carry out a survey of the whole site and 
also to note wildlife observations over the next 5 years. This will provide more 
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biological data for the preparation of the next management plan, when management 
intervention might be considered.   In the meantime, management tasks should be 
limited until the area is better understood. 

 
 
11. Value/benefits of LNR designation 
 
11.1 As was shown by the community consultation process any activities involving EIMSL 

raises awareness of the site and it’s wildlife.   The consultation stimulated interest 
within the community and designation of EIMSL as an LNR, and the breadth of 
activities that this will create, will serve to continue this. 

 
11.2 LNR designation will raise the status of the site within the council and act as a 

catalyst for a more co-ordinated approach to its management. 
 
11.3 Designation will also increase its status and awareness nationally and give it 

increased protection from adverse development.  It may also give the council and the 
management group access to funding to assist in management and development that 
would not otherwise be available, and allow the local group to make small funding 
bids for biodiversity and other works. 

 
 
12. Composition of the Management Group 
 
12.1 During the public consultation process a wide range of individuals from the 

community and representatives from various interest groups and organisations 
became involved.   From this a foundation management group was formed that 
actively took part in determining the priorities for a site management plan on the 
basis that the area provided open space for the community to enjoy but with its future 
needing active community input.   The safeguarding of the area was recognised as 
being as much the responsibility of the community as the council, as landowner. 

 
12.2 A management group has been established to prepare the way for designation and 

to carry forward the management plan.  With the involvement of the British Trust for 
Conservation Volunteers the formalisation of the group will be promoted so that it 
becomes a self led body representing both Seafield and Blackburn, with appropriate 
membership of other stakeholders and attendance by representatives of the council, 
in particular the area Ranger. 

 
12.3 Membership of the foundation group is given in appendix 2. 
 
 
13. Role of West Lothian Council 
 
13.1 The community consultation project led to officers within the council being more 

involved in the site and a meeting took place to consider the role of each of the 
service areas in its management.    

 
13.2 The LNR designation will continue to raise its profile within the council and the 

various services will be involved in different aspects of the site management through 
a more co-ordinated approach. 



14. Financial arrangements 
 
14.1 No dedicated budget has existed for the area of the proposed LNR. Capital projects 

involving the cycleway and the pollution management installation have been 
undertaken as strategic and land management needs. Maintenance works and the 
removal of abandoned vehicles have taken place by the Neighbourhood 
Environmental Team, as and when required and when alerted by members of the 
public or visiting council staff. 

 
14.2   The monitoring of the site is now a responsibility of the council’s ranger service under 

its agreed annual work programme with SNH. Under this 20 days are allocated to 
visiting and monitoring the site and working with the community, volunteers and the 
local schools. 

 
14.3 With no dedicated budget the council’s commitment to supporting the LNR will be on 

a project by project basis through the revenue budget of its Strategic Planning 
Service. According to priorities a sum of £2,000 may be available should an 
adequate case be made, based on the annual programme as determined by the 
management plan. 

 
14.4 As a LNR grant support from SNH may be sought for suitable projects and any other 

grant source will be investigated. The community group supporting the LNR will be 
encouraged and assisted in seeking grants to facilitate project work. The contribution 
in kind by volunteers will be very important as well as input related to education 
projects that may arise through the involvement of Oatridge College. Other inputs, as 
from the council’s eco-school team, will also be encouraged. 

 
14.5   Any works associated with the cycle path and its links will be contributed by highway 

or access budgets. As a cross service initiative funding may become available from a 
number of different budgets within the council. Each project will be assessed 
accordingly on its merits. 

 
 
15. A West Lothian Council Commitment to Designation 
 

At its meeting on 14 March 2006 the council’s Community Safety Committee 
considered a report which proposed that Easter Inch Moss Law Seafield Law should 
be designated a Local Nature Reserve and that steps to progress this should be 
initiated.   The recommendation was agreed. 
 
 

16. Local Nature Reserve Management Objectives 
 

• Objective 1. 
 

To control the use of off-road motor bikes on the Local Nature Reserve (LNR). 
 

• Objective 2. 
 

To monitor the LNR for wildlife, record findings and maintain records for future 
management decisions. 

 
• Objective 3. 
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  To identify and monitor maintenance needs and actions 
 

• Objective 4. 
 

To involve the local community and increase public enjoyment and the 
educational use of the LNR. 

 
• Objective 5. 

 
To introduce active management of the LNR for wildlife conservation and 
enhancement. 
 

• Objective 6. 
 
To raise awareness of the LNR its history and its wildlife. 
 

 
17. References 
 

1. West Lothian Local Biodiversity Action Plan – Habitat Action Plan:  Oil Shale 
Bings 2006/7 – 2010/11. 

 
2. The Conservation Importance of Easter Inch Moss West Lothian. A report 

prepared by the Scottish Wildlife Trust on behalf of The Central Scotland 
Woodlands Ltd. June 1991. 

 
3. West Lothian Phase I Habitat Survey – A Report to Scottish Natural Heritage 

1994. 
 
4. West Lothian Local Biodiversity Action Plan 2005 – 2009. Candidate Local 

Nature Reserves. Report to Community Safety Committee. March 2006. 
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EASTER INCH MOSS/SEAFIELD  LAW – PROPOSED LOCAL NATURE RESERVE (LNR)    MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

 
Objective 1:  To control the use of off-road motor bikes on the Local Nature Reserve (LNR) 
 
Action 

 
Prescription 

 
Lead 

 
07/08 

 
08/09 

 
09/10 

 
10/11 

 
11/12 

 
Resources 

1.1 Work with others to resolve 
the uncontrolled off-road 
motor bike use of the LNR. 

WLC/SACU . . .   West Lothian Council 

1.2 Contribute, as necessary, to 
the investigation of the 
development of a dedicated 
biking facility in the locality, to 
serve Seafield and Blackburn 
bikers. 

 

LNR Mgt Group . . .   West Lothian Council 

1.3 Monitor and report to the 
police unauthorised bike use 
of the LNR using correct 
procedures. 

 

LNR Mgt Group . 
 

. . . . Mgt Group members and 
residents 

1.4 Invite any appointed council 
biking development officer to 
join the LNR Group.  

 

LNR Mgt Group  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

WLC Community Education 
(2 meetings/year) 

1.5 Invite the community police 
officer to join the LNR Group. 

LNR Mgt Group . 
    Lothian & Borders Police (2 

meetings/year) 

1.6 Liaise with the Seafield/ 
Blackburn LNR off-road 
biking group through 
nominated representative/s. 

 

LNR Mgt Group . .  . . . 
Appoint representative/s 

1.7 Area ranger to attend LNR 
and LNR off-road biking 
groups. 

 

Ranger . . . . . 
WLC – Ranger Service 

1. Work with the council 
and bikers in the 
community to provide a 
managed biking facility 
in the locality to protect 
and conserve the 
amenity and wildlife of 
the LNR. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.8 Erect signs to deter un-
authorised motorbike use on 
the LNR. 

 

Access Officer . . . . . 
WLC – Strategic Planning 

 
NOTE:  = subject to appointment 
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Objective 2:  To monitor the LNR for wildlife, record findings and maintain records for future management decisions 
 
Action 

 
Prescription 

 
Lead 

 
07/08 

 
08/09 

 
09/10 

 
10/11 

 
11/12 

 
Resources 

2.1 Identify existing wildlife 
records, sources and 
recorders. 

 

LNR Mgt Group .     N/A 

2.2 Agree recording needs 
and recorders. 

 

LNR Mgt Group .     N/A 

2.3 Identify gaps in 
recording that need to 
be addressed by local 
volunteers, outside 
experts and Oatridge 
College. 

 

LNR Mgt Group . . . . . Volunteers/Students 

2.4 Receive annual report of 
records for management 
decisions. 

 

Ranger  . . . . . 
WLC - Ranger Service 

2.5 Submit records annually 
to the Lothians Wildlife 
Information Centre. 

 

Ranger . . . . . 
WLC - Ranger Service 

2.6 Agree to prepare a 
Phase I habitat plan of 
the LNR for future 
management needs. 

 

LNR Mgt Group .     N/A 

2. Establish a wildlife 
recording system to 
assist future manage- 
ment decisions and 
education and aware-
ness raising initiatives. 

2.7 Identify surveyors and 
agree timetable. 

 

LNR Mgt Group . . 
   Volunteers/Students 
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Objective 3:  To identify and monitor maintenance needs and actions 
 
Action 

 
Prescription 

 
Lead 

 
07/08 

 
08/09 

 
09/10 

 
10/11 

 
11/12 

 
Resources 

3.1 Identify the preferred 
maintenance priorities 
for an annual 
programme of work. 

 

LNR Mgt Group . . . . . 
N/A 

3.2 Agree annual 
maintenance 
programme with WLC 

 

NETS . . . . . 
West Lothian Council 

3.3 Identify and monitor 
use of the principal 
path desire lines for 
future possible 
management needs 
and upgrading. 

 

Ranger .  .  . 
WLC – Ranger Service 

3.4 Monitor principal paths 
for accessibility and 
litter and report 
problems. 

 

LNR Mgt Group . . . . . 
WLC - NETS 

3.5 Identify maintenance 
tasks that can involve 
the community through 
clean-up dates/events 
etc. 

 

LNR Mgt Group . . . . . 
WLC – Ranger Service 

3. Identify and agree priority 
annual maintenance 
needs. 

3.6 Report major fly tipping 
incidents, including 
source, if known. 

 

LNR Mgt Group . . . . . 
WLC - NETS 
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Objective 4:  To involve the local community and increase public enjoyment and the educational use of the LNR 
 
Action 

 
Prescription 

 
Lead 

 
07/08 

 
08/09 

 
09/10 

 
10/11 

 
11/12 

 
Resources 

4.1 Set up and maintain, 
through community 
representation from 
Blackburn and Seafield, 
and the involvement of 
other key stakeholders, 
a LNR Management 
Group with the 
assistance of BTCV. 

 

LNR Group . 
    Community representation 

(meeting maximum x 
4/year) BTCV 

4.2 The LNR Group to 
report on management 
and maintenance 
issues, liaise with 
council and other 
appropriate represent-
atives, oversee wildlife 
recording, make 
management 
recommendations 
based on experience 
and judgement and 
monitor the site. 

 

LNR Group 
Ranger . . . . . 

West Lothian Council 
- Strategic Planning 
- Education 
- Ranger Service 
- NETS 

4.3 Hold general guided 
walks. 

 

Ranger . . . . . 
WLC – Ranger Service (2 
per year) 

4. Establish and sustain 
local community involve-
ment through the leader-
ship and member-ship of 
the LNR group to over-
see and manage the 
area for public enjoyment 
as well as wildlife 
conservation. 

4.4 Offer half day visits for 
one class per year for 
each of the two primary 
schools in walking 
distance. 

 

Ranger . . . . . 
WLC – Ranger  Service (2 
per year) 
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4.5 Offer interpretation of 
the landfill site, history 
and issues of waste 
management to the 
public and schools. 

 

Environmental 
Education Officer . . . . . 

WLC – Waste Services (as 
required) 

4.6 Maintain liaison with 
Oatridge College 
through membership of 
the LNR Group for 
participation in surveys 
and practical works that 
benefit students and the 
future of the LNR. 

 

LNR Group . . . . . 
Oatridge College 

 

4.7 Provide resting places 
for walkers at agreed 
locations and liaise with 
WLC. 

 

LNR Group . 
 . 

 . 
WLC - NETS 
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Objective 5:  To introduce active management of the LNR for wildlife conservation and enhancement 
 
Action 

 
Prescription 

 
Lead 

 
07/08 

 
08/09 

 
09/10 

 
10/11 

 
11/12 

 
Resources 

5.1 Review wildlife records 
and identify 
management tasks for 
implementation during 
the 2nd Management 
Plan period. 

 

LNR Mgt Group     . 
WLC – Ranger Service 

5.2 Identify small projects to 
be undertaken through 
community volunteers, 
voluntary groups and 
other means. 

 

LNR Mgt Group . . . . . 
WLC – Ranger Service 

5.3 Record and monitor all 
project works. 

 

LNR Mgt Group . . . . . 
WLC – Ranger Service 

5.4 Involve Lothian 
Amphibian and Reptile 
Group in survey, advice 
provision and the 
planning of future work. 

 

LNR Mgt Group . 
 . 

 . 
LARG 

5. Through a better know-
ledge of the site identify 
habitat improvement 
works at all scales that 
should be undertaken to 
enhance the wildlife value 
of the LNR. 

 
 
 

5.5 Apply for grant support 
for the range of 
management (and 
interpretation) work eg 
SNH, Heritage Lottery 
and Landfill Credit. 

 

LNR Mgt Group . . . . . 
WLC – Ranger Service 
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Objective 6:  To raise awareness of the LNR, its history and its wildlife 
 
Action 

 
Prescription 

 
Lead 

 
07/08 

 
08/09 

 
09/10 

 
10/11 

 
11/12 

 
Resources 

6.1 Stage an event to mark 
the designation of the 
LNR. 

 

LNR Mgt Group . 
    WLC – Strategic Planning 

6.2 Consider signage where 
vandalism is least likely. 

 

LNR Mgt Group  . 
   WLC – Strategic Planning 

6.3 Produce interpretative 
materials for school use 
on the LNR and its 
history. 

 

Ranger     . 
WLC – Ranger Service 
WLC – Waste Service 

6.4 Place notable records in 
the local shop for an 
information board type of 
awareness raising. 

 

Ranger . . . . . 
WLC – Ranger Service 

6.5 Progress RIGS 
designation of Seafield 
Law. 

WLC/RIGSGp  
 

 
    RIGS Group 

6.6 Produce RIGS 
interpretive leaflet for the 
Law. 

RIGSGp   
 

 
   WLC-Strategic Planning 

6.7 Raise awareness of 
waste management in 
relation to the history of 
the Law. 

Environmental 
Education Officer . . . . . 

WLC – Waste Service 

6. Raise the profile of the 
LNR for its wildlife and 
recreational value within 
the local communities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.8 Provide opportunities for 
disabled access. 

LNR 
Management 
Group . . . .  WLC - Ranger 



 17

APPENDIX 1  
 
 
Easter Inch Moss/Seafield Law – Consultations undertaken by Project Officer 
 
 
1. Community Contact 
 
 Meetings with Oatridge College 12/10/05, 20/12/05, 31/01/06, 05/04/06 
 
 Community Event 29/10/05 
 
 Work with Murrayfield Primary School 09/11/05 
 
 Questionnaires on site 11/11/05, 12/11/05 
 
 Meeting with Community Police 19/11/05 
 
 Meeting with Seafield Primary School Eco-group 27/11/05 
 
 Questionnaires Blackburn Shopping Centre 03/12/05 
 
 Local Group meetings 02/12/05, 02/02/06, 07/03/06, 06/04/06 
 
 Meeting with Blackburn Community Council 07/12/05 
 
 Meeting with Youth Action Group 14/12/05 
 
 Meeting with Young at Heart Club Blackburn 10/01/06 
 
 Meeting with LARG 26/04/06 
 
 Displays and questionnaires – Blackburn Library – 01/11/05 to 03/12/05 and 

07/03/06 to 26/04/06 
 
 Displays and questionnaires – Seafield Community Centre – 05/12/05 to 20/12/05 

and 26/04/06 to 15/05/06 
 
 A4 posters advertising the consultation and local group were put up at entrances to 

the site at various stages of the consultation. 
 
 
2. Other Contacts 
 
 Central Scotland Forest Trust 
 Scottish Wildlife Trust 
 British Trust for Conservation Volunteers 
 Scottish Natural Heritage 
 Councillor Russell  (Blackburn Ward) 
 Councillor Swan  (Chair, Community Safety Committee) 
 Blackburn Wardens  WLC 
 Health Walks Officer  WLC  
 Environmental Education Officer  WLC 
 Ranger Services  WLC 
 NET’s  WLC 
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 Land Services  WLC 
Flood Control Officer  WLC 
Access Officer  WLC 
Planning Officer  WLC 
Social Policy  WLC 
Scottish Auto Cycle Union 
North Lanarkshire Quad and Scramble Club 
Stirling Council Ranger Service 
North Lanarkshire Council Ecologist 
Forestry Commission Scottish Lowlands Rangers 
Blackburn Family Centre 
Blackburn Parish Church 
Blackburn Chapel 
Blackburn OAP’s Association 
Schools Science Advisor 
Pinewood Special School 
Blackburn Primary 
Out Lady of Lourdes Primary 
St Kentigerns High School 
Bathgate Academy 
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EIMSL Consultation Outcomes 
 
Views were collected by approaching people on site and in the shopping centre with 
questionnaires, making questionnaires available in libraries and community centres and by 
post and talking to people by phone. The project also worked with the two primary schools 
within walking distance of the site, talked to interest groups, the community council ands 
other organised groups and held a community event on site to gather opinions. 
 
 
Gender and age of those consulted 
 

Number 
surveyed 

Male Female Less 
than 
10 
years 

10- 
15 
years 

15- 
25 
years 

25- 
35 
years 

35- 
45 
years 
 

45- 
55 
years 

55- 
65 
years 

Over 
65 
years

87 52 34 2 13 11 7 21 10 8 16 
 
 
How often do people visit the site? 
 

Daily Weekly Monthly Yearly Never 
22 26 18 3 5 

 
 
Why people use the site 
 
Dog walking 18 
Access to other areas 10 
Cycle 10 
Nature 8 
Horse riding 8 
Quads and dirt bikes 7 
Walk 6 
Exercise 6 
Walk with family 5 
Bird watching 3 
Bird recording and research 2 
Views and scenery 2 
Bonfire night 1 
Sledging 1 
History 1 
Get outside 1 
Relax 1 
Bird Ringing 1 
Butterfly recording 1 
Walk away from road 1 
Play 1 
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What do people call the site 
 
The Peat Moss 
Blackburn/Seafield Moss 
The Moss 
Easter Inch Moss 
Easter Inch 
The Peatie 
Vander’s moss 
Minted moss 
Seafield Law 
The Bing 
The Tip 
Ash grove 
The Field 
The bike track 
Over the motorway 
Short cut to Tesco 
 
 
How far people travel to the site 
 

1-2 minutes 3-5 minutes 6-10 minutes 10-30 minutes Over 30 minutes
19 21 16 14 2 

 
 
What people like about the site 
 
Wildlife 22 
Peace and quiet 20 
Walk 9 
Space 8 
No traffic 8 
Dogs can run 7 
Good paths 6 
Easy access to site 5 
Views/Scenery 5 
Countryside 4 
Good for motorbikes 3 
Access route to other areas 3 
Played there as child 2 
Deer 3 
No one bothers you 3 
Good for dog walking 2 
Somewhere different to ride horse 2 
Safe 2 
Freedom 2 
Birds 2 
History 1 
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Exercise 1 
Away from roads 1 
Solitude 1 
Trees 1 
Jumping off the Law 1 
Gives you something to do 1 
Exploring 1 
Ponds 1 
Rabbits/hares 1 
Field 1 
Flowers 1 
Playing 1 
 
 
What people dislike about the site 
 
Motorbikes, quads and cars on the site 30 
Dumping/fly tipping 8 
Trees/bushes growing over the path 4 
Fires 4 
Very wet at times 3 
No lights 3 
No seats 3 
Litter 3 
No bins 2 
Horses 2 
Drugs 1 
Smells bad sometimes 1 
Muddy paths 1 
Dogs off leads 1 
Graffiti 1 
Burned out cars 1 
Air rifles 1 
Shows 1 
Paths covered in stones 1 
People bothering you 1 
Horses cutting up paths 1 
Other users not being aware of what scares horses 1 
Red ash 1 
It  is dangerous 1 
Puddles 1 
Bumps 1 
Path needs repaired 1 
Lack of horse gates 1 
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Suggestions for improvements 
 
Improve/make more paths 15 
Stop motorbikes/quads 10 
Seats 9 
Designate as LNR 5 
Trim overgrown benaches 5 
Create Motorbike track 4 
Manage for wildlie 3 
Giving different users priority in different areas 3 
Exclude vehicles 2 
Stop fires 2 
Picnic area 2 
Lights 2 
Monitor behaviour 2 
Interpretive boards 1 
Split in to areas for management 1 
Barbecue 1 
Hides 1 
Interpretative leaflet including map 1 
Upgrade path links to Seafield 1 
Golf course 1 
Dogs on leads 1 
Remove houses around site 1 
Guided walks 1 
Part time warden 1 
Road sweep cycle track 1 
Bins 2 
Dog bins 2 
Drainage 1 
More fields 1 
More trees 1 
Allow walkers only 1 
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Community Event 
 
An activity ran at the community event to find out peoples views of the site. Approximately 20 
adults and 50 children attended the event. 
 

What people like What people dislike Suggestions for 
improvements 

It is quiet 
Making dens 
Cycling 
Motorcycling 
Finding frogs 
Animals, amphibians and 
butterflies 
Bike jumps 
Motorbike track 
Playing 
Jumps for motorbikes 
Paths 
Rivers 
Wildlife 
Dog walking 
Foxes 
Great place for cats 
Great view from the law 
Caterpillars 
Not a lot of litter 
A man feeds the bees 
There is nothing else like this 
site  in the area 
Deer 
A good place for kids 
Picnics 
It has been part of the 
community for a long time 
 
There used to be mistletoe 
growing 

Dog muck 
It is dark 
There  is nothing to sit on 
Long grass-paths could be 
cut 
Mid 
Fires 
Nails on the tracks 
Men with guns shooting birds

More trees planted 
Cut grass 
Ponds 
More Tarmac paths 
Bumpy track for quads 
Picnic areas 
Paths from Seafield 
tarmaced 
Bridges over ditches 
More paths with grass cut 
back 
Adventure walks 
A shelter 
Map display of the site 
 

 
 
The Blackburn Young at Heart Club 
 
Think the site is good as it provides young people with the opportunity for fresh air and 
exercise and they are their families use the cycle path, and walk. They dislike the use of 
quad bikes near the houses, as they are noisy, cut up the paths and scare wildlife. Ideas for 
possible improvements included promoting the site more, parking facilities at Seafield, more 
paths and designated walks, guide walks, interpretative signs about the wildlife and who us 
responsible for the site. 
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Primary 6 children at Murrayfied School Blackburn 
 
Children from Murrayfield Primary 6 class were taken to look at the site and asked to 
contribute their views. There are 26 children in the class, 165 boys and 12 girls. 18 children 
were aged 10, 8 were aged 9. 
 
 
How often do children visit the site? 
 

Daily Weekly Monthly Yearly Never 
9 13 2 1 4 

 
Thoe chldren whop never use the site live too far away or spend weekends elsewhere. 
 
 
How children use the site 
 
Access to Seafield, Livingston and Tesco 21 children 
Cycling 11 
Walking dogs 8 
Running 8 
Playing games 8 
Finding useful things 8 
Building dens 7 
Walking 7 
Exploring 5 
Motorbikes 4 
Hawking 1 
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What children like What children dislike Improvements 
Paths – goof particularly 
those that stop you getting 
dirty 
 
Signs – good to tell you 
where you are going 
 
Wildlife – Most of the 
children thought that trees, 
birds, animals, insects and 
flowering plants were a good 
thing. Children liked hearing 
birds and having then nest 
there 
 
Motor bikes – are fun to ride 
 
 
Long grass – was considered 
good for wildlife 
 
Ponds – were considered 
good for wildlife 
 
Dog Walking 
 
Walking – most of children 
thought site good for walking 
and felt the site is very good 
for walking dogs 
 
Running – for people to 
exercise 
 
Cycling – for people to 
exercise 
 
Horse riding – most of the 
children like to see the 
horses 
 
Easy to get to 
 
It is beautiful 

Muddy paths that are 
slippery and puddles 
 
Dumping and litter – 
particularly broken glass 
 
Graffiti 
 
Vandalism 
 
Ditches – a number of the 
children considered the 
ditches a bad thing that 
should be removed 
 
Motor bikes – for the paths 
and other users 
 
Long grass – but not great 
for people who might trip up 
 
Ponds – but not so good for 
people who might fall in 
 
Dog fouling 
 
Hunting wildlife 

Less ditches/More bridges 
 
Plant more flowers and trees 
 
Cut down trees, cut grass 
 
Short grass to play on 
 
Less litter 
 
Tracks for motorbikes with 
jumps 
 
Less stones to fall over 
More signs 
 
Seats 
 
Bins 
 
Dog bins 
 
Skips 
 
Play park 
 
Bright flowers 
 
Lights 
 
Toilets 
 
Shop 
 
Tourist  information 
 
Special shoes so you don’t 
get your dirty 
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Seafield School 
 
Teacher’s Questionnaire 
 
Some of the teachers completed a questionnaire with the aim of finding out if they use the 
site and what they would need in order for tem to use the site ore. 
 
The teachers do not use the site at present as they do not feel that have enough knowledge 
about the area, natural history and resources or it does not fit in to their topics so far. They 
would like to use the site to fit in to their Environmental Science curriculum for example 
topics such as Living things, Life cycles, Materials, Local area, Enterprise, Citizenship, 
Health and Science. They would like the ranger to work with them  in taking children out on 
to the site. 
 
Children’s questionnaire 
 
Most of the children in Seafield School were involved in completing a children’s 
questionnaire, the children were aged between 5 and 11 years. In all the children filled in 63 
questionnaires and one was filled in for the P1 class. Most of the children live within 2 and 
15 minutes walk from the site though some would take over half an hour. 
 
How often do children visit the centre? 
 

Daily Weekly Monthly Yearly Never 
5 11 17 15 15 

 
Of 25 P1s only 7 had not visited the site. Those children who do not visit the site do so for a 
number of reasons. They or their parents do not know where the site is, they have no one to 
take them, they are not interested or are doing other things, they live too far away, they are 
not allowed or their parents think it is not safe, they have plenty of room to ride bikes 
elsewhere, because of the motorbikes, broken glass or because they might get lost. 
 
What do children do there? 
 
Cycle 
Walk (whole families go walks) 
Walk dogs 
Pick raspberries 
Picnic 
Catch animals 
Climb the Law 
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What do children like? What do children dislike? Improvements 
 
Watching  quad bikes 
 
Nature, trees, like to see 
wildlife, animals, bluebells, 
deer, frogs, birds, bugs and 
long grass 
 
Freedom 
 
Exercise 
 
Access to Blackburn and 
Bathgate, Tesco 
 
It is beautiful 
 
The view 
Good paths 
 
Sounds 
 
Peaceful 
 
Cycling 
 
Space 
 
No traffic 
 
Going to the bridge 
 
Walks 
 
Jogging 
 
Countryside 
 
Bumpy ground 
 
Safe for dogs to run 
 
Football 

 
Quads and the noise they 
make 
 
Graffiti 
 
People hanging around 
 
People drinking 
 
Fires 
 
Burnt out cars 
 
Vandalism 
 
Dumping, burning rubbish 
 
Shooting 
 
Rubbish 
 
People spoiling the site 
 
Overgrown bushes 
 
Broken glass 
 
When nature comes in to 
your house 
 
Nettles 
 
Mud 
 
It is not safe 
 
You might get lost 
 
Too bumpy 
 
No lights 
 
Burns and trees 
 
It’s dirty 

 
Stop motorbikes, exclude, 
put up signs 
 
No cars 
 
Less litter 
 
A place for children/play area 
 
Stop Graffiti and Vandalism, 
paint over and replace. 
 
A ranger to take children 
around 
 
Better cycle path 
 
No burnt cars 
 
No drinkers 
 
A nature reserve/wildlife park 
 
Stop dumping 
 
More footpaths, more tarmac 
paths 
 
Lighting 
 
More flowers and trees 
 
Bins 
 
More wildlife and insects 
 
Make habitat better for 
animals 
 
Overgrown bushes cut back 
 
No fires 
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APPENDIX 2 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE MANAGEMENT GROUP 
 
 
George Sinnot  (Chairman)  Seafield 
John Bennie  (Secretary)  Bathgate 
Hazel Dunn Seafield 
A Mathieson Seafield 
James Duff Seafield 
Charles Clark Seafield 
Paul Kelly Blackburn 
Mary Brannan Blackburn 
PC Stewart Howie Community Police Officer 
Niall Evans Oatridge College 
Councillor Willie Russell West Lothian Council 
Clive Walton Edinburgh 
Jim Easton Bathgate 
Peter Leach Edinburgh 
Graham Langdon Musselburgh 
John Sheldon West Lothian Council 
Hugh Ilqunas West Lothian Council 
Heath Brown British Trust for Conservation Volunteers 
Elspeth English Carron Bridge 
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