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Aim 1:  To improve the amount of woodland cover around the reservoir on land owned by City of 
Edinburgh Council

Objective Prescription Lead 
role

Funding 
required

09/10 10/11 11/12 12/13 13/14 Resources

1.1  As part of the 
Flood Prevention 
Works it has been 
agreed that a 
stock proof fence 
will be installed 
encompassing the 
whole reservoir 
though not 
including the 
wildlife refuge. 

1.1.1  Work ongoing on 
ensuring dykes/fences 
are stock proof.

CEC No  CEC

1.1.2  Arrangements to 
be made for drinking 
water for stock.

CEC/GH Possible  CEC/SW

1.2  It is anticipated 
that following the 
installation of the 
stock proof fencing 
that some natural 
regeneration will 
occur. However CEC 
will intervene if this 
regeneration has 
not happened by 
2013.

1.2.1  Baseline survey to 
be undertaken.

PHRP Yes – part 
£2500 
(SNH)

 SNH/PHRP/ 
LWIC/SWT

1.2.2  Annual walk 
round survey to be 
undertaken.

PHRP No     PHRP

1.2.3  Fixed point 
photos to be taken 
annually.

PHRP No      PHRP

1.3  To supplement 
the natural 
regeneration a 
programme of 
planting will be 
undertaken of trees 
and shrub.

1.3.1  Areas for planting 
to be identified.

Man 
Grp

No   n/a

1.3.2  Applications for 
funding to be submitted.

Man 
Grp

No  n/a

1.3.3  Planting to be 
carried out.

CSFT Yes     Grants - 
CSFT/ WT/ 
FCS/SRDP/ 
LEADER

1.4  To ensure that 
additional woodland 
cover fits well with 
the local landscape 
character.

1.4.1  Areas of planting 
to be sensitive to the 
landscape bearing in 
mind the need for stock 
shelter.

SNH/
Man 
Grp

No  n/a

Aim 2:  To improve the amount of woodland cover on areas outwith the reservoir on privately owned land.

Objective Prescription Lead 
role

Funding 
required

09/10 10/11 11/12 12/13 13/14 Resources

2.1  It is proposed 
to consult with 
local land owners to 
decide who would 
be willing to have 
extra tree cover on 
their land.

2.1.1  Discuss with local 
land owners and mark 
suitable areas on map.

Man 
Grp

No  n/a

2.1.2  Include areas in 
baseline survey (see 
1.2.1 above).

PHRP Yes – part 
£2500 
(SNH)

 SNH/PHRP

2.2  Once identified 
the areas would need 
to be fenced with 
stock proof fencing.

2.2.1  Arrange for 
fencing.

CSFT Yes  Grants - 
CSFT/ WT/ 
FES/SRDP/ 
LEADER

2.2.2  Supervise 
fencing contractors.

CSFT /
PHRP

No  n/a

2.3  A programme 
of planting will be 
undertaken of trees 
and shrubs.

2.3.1  Identify suitable 
tree species.

SNH / 
PHRP /
CSFT 

No  n/a

2.3.2  Planting to be 
carried out.

CSFT Yes     Grants - 
CSFT/ WT/ 
FCS/SRDP/ 
LEADER
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Objective Prescription Lead 
role

Funding 
required

09/10 10/11 11/12 12/13 13/14 Resources

2.4  To ensure that 
additional woodland 
cover fits well with 
the local landscape 
character.

2.4.1  Areas of planting 
to be sensitive to the 
landscape bearing in 
mind the need for stock 
shelter.

SNH/
Man 
Grp

No  n/a

Aim 3:    To protect and enhance habitats and species within the LNR.

Objective Prescription Lead role Funding 
required

09/10 10/11 11/12 12/13 13/14 Resources

3.1  To carry out 
an assessment 
to identify and 
locate important 
and sensitive 
habitats and 
species and make 
recommendations 
for their protection 
and enhancement, as 
well as the potential 
for habitat creation 
e.g. a new pond, 
particularly within 
the wildlife refuge 
and with regard to 
otters, bearing in 
mind the interests of 
all user groups.

3.1.1  Consultant 
to carry out 
assessment.

PHRP/SNH/
Consultant

Yes part 
£2500 
(SNH)

 SNH/PHRP

3.2  To implement 
habitat and 
species protection, 
enhancement 
and creation 
measures agreed 
by the Harperrig 
Management Group.

3.2.1  Agree 
and implement 
measures.

Man Grp/
PHRP/SNH/
Contractor

Yes/SRDP/
LEADER

    Grants

Aim 4:    To improve public access and interpretation around the reservoir and encourage its use as an 
educational resource.

Objective Prescription Lead role Funding 
required

09/10 10/11 11/12 12/13 13/14 Resources

4.1  To carry out 
an assessment to 
identify suitable 
routes for new paths, 
bearing in mind the 
interests of all user 
groups.

4.1.1 Carry out the 
assessment.

SNH/
Consultants

Yes – part 
£2500 
(SNH)

 SNH

4.1.2  
Management 
Group to agree 
assessment 
recommendations.

Man Grp No  n/a

4.2  To construct the 
new paths agreed 
by the Harperrig 
Management Group.

4.2.1  Contruct 
new paths.

Contractor/
PHRP/Land 
owners

Yes - 
SRDP

   Grants 
- SRDP 
/ SNH / 
LEADER

4.2.2  Maintain 
new paths.

Contractor/
WLC/
PHRP/ Land 
owners

Yes - 
SRDP

   PHRP
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Objective Prescription Lead role Funding 
required

09/10 10/11 11/12 12/13 13/14 Resources

4.3 To carry out 
an assessment to 
identify suitable 
signage and 
interpretation for 
the LNR.

4.3.1  Carry out 
assessment.

SNH/ PHRP/ 
CEC /
Contractor

Yes part 
£2500 
(SNH)

 SNH

4.3.2  
Management 
Group to agree 
assessment 
recommendations.

Man Grp No  n/a

4.4  To install 
signage and 
interpretation 
agreed by 
the Harperrig 
Management Group.

4.4.1 Carry out 
installation.

Contractor/
Land 
owners

Yes - 
SRDP / 
CEC 

 Grants 
- SRDP 
/ SNH / 
LEADER

4.4.2 Check 
condition of 
signage and 
interpretation.

PHRP No    n/a

4.5  The local Ranger 
Service to arrange 
school visits to the 
LNR to support 
the Curriculum for 
Excellence.

4.5.1  Ranger 
Service to carry 
out school visits.

PHRP No     n/a

4.6  To assess and 
construct extra car 
parking at the West 
side of the reservoir. 

4.6.1  Assess extra 
car parking space.

Man Grp/
WLC

No  n/a

4.6.2  Construct 
car park.

Contractor/
Land owner

Yes - 
SRDP

 Grants

4.7  To encourage 
visitors to do so 
responsibly under 
Scottish Outdoor 
Access Code.

4.7.1  Ranger 
Service to patrol 
and monitor / 
advise visitors

PHRP No      n/a

4.7.2  Incorporate 
SOAC info on site 
signage

PHRP No      n/a

4.7.3  Monitor use 
for water based 
recreation and 
review visitor 
management 
arrangement as 
required

PHRP No      n/a



Harperrig local nature reserve management plan 15

Aim 5:    To provide suitable habitats for breeding birds and to allow increased usage by over-wintering 
birds

Objective Prescription Lead role Funding 
required

09/10 10/11 11/12 12/13 13/14 Resources

5.1  As part of 
the current Flood 
Prevention Works 
the area surrounding 
Gull Island was 
dredged resulting 
in the re-creation of 
this habitat.

5.1.1  Investigate 
volunteer bird 
monitoring 
programmes.

PHRP No  Local 
residents / 
volunteers 
/ BTO

5.1.2  Update 
signage around 
Gull Island.

PHRP Yes - 
SRDP

 CEC

5.1.3  Man Grp will 
keep under review 
the interaction 
between water 
users and Gull 
Island and 
conservation 
interests in 
relation to 
shooting rights 
and consider if 
there is any impact 
on breeding birds.

No      PHRP /
SNH / Local 
residents/ 
BTO

5.2  The City of 
Edinburgh, City 
Development 
Department will 
control the reservoir 
water level and 
attempt to maintain 
a stable level. This 
will be done within 
the restrictions of 
the Flood Prevention 
Programme, the 
need to maintain 
compensation flow 
in the Water of Leith 
as well as the need 
to maintain the 
reservoir dam and 
draw-off facilities.

5.2.1  CEC to 
report back to 
Man Grp on water 
levels.

CEC No      n/a

5.2.2  CEC to seek 
advice of Man 
Grp with regard 
to any significant 
planned 
change to water 
levels (within 
operational limits). 

CEC No      n/a

Aim 6:     To review and measure the success of the Harperrig Reservoir LNR Management Plan in 
consultation with the local community.

Objective Prescription Lead role Funding 
required

09/10 10/11 11/12 12/13 13/14 Resources

6.1  To consult with 
the local community 
(i.e. the Harperrig 
Management Group 
and the Community 
Council) to evaluate 
the achievement 
of the aims and 
objectives of the 
Harperrig Reservoir 
LNR Management 
Plan.

6.1.1  Consult the 
local community.

WLC / SNH No    n/a

6.2  To review the 
Harperrig Reservoir 
LNR Management 
Plan in year 5 and 
revisit its aims and 
objectives.

6.2.1  Review aims 
and objectives.

Man Grp No  n/a
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