A

WEST LOTHIAN DISTRICT COUNC 1L DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL PLANNING .

A POLICY oN THE CONTROL OF CHANGES oF USE To OFFICES |IN
LINLITHGOW HIGH STREET.

BACKGROUND .

Changes in the Pattern of food shopping away from smaj| shops to Supermarkets and

Superstores, combined with recent pressure for Building Societies, Estate Agents and
» has led to a marked decrease in the number of small retaj) outlets

in the Country's High Slreets._ In West Lothian, the trend has been most noticeable
in Linlithgow, where there has been a significant number of changes of yse from shops

to offices.

» firms would pe unfairly
with the exception of the Regent Centre,
itable alternative sites in side Streets. Pressure for office growth has

been uneven. [n the east High Street, 43% of units are offic
west of The Cross, where there has also
the tourist market .,

R coﬁsidered to be

The west side, having undergone relatjvel
Itis,

~apable of absorbing some new uses without serious threat to its character.
therefore, District Council policy that:~

1. WITHIN THE AREA INDICATED onN FIGURE 1.

see a damaging increase In the vacancy rat

District Counci| policy that:-
2 THE DISTRICT CounNcIL WILL ONLY ALLOW CHANGES oF USE OF
RETAIL PROPERTIES TO USESs OTHER THAN SHoPSs WITHIN THE

YEAR, DURING wHICH TiMe REASONA
MADE TO MARKET THEM Fop RETAIL PuRposEs.

(A N B AV I T




IMPROVING THE FRONTAGES.

As the policy allows for a controlled increase in the number offices in the

the District Council wishes to encourage proprietors to make better use of their window
and local character is reflected in displays. Historical

ome of the many possibilities.

High Streel,

space in order that some variety
artefacts, sports society news and displays of crafts are s

It is, therefore, District Council policy that:-

3. THROUGHOUT THE HIGH STREET, THE DISTRICT COUNCIL WILL
ACTIVELY ENCOURAGE THE USE OF GROUND FLOOR OFFICE
WINDOW SPACE FOR DISPLAYS WHICH WILL BE OF GENERAL

INFORMATION AND INTEREST AND NOT NECESSARILY
RELATED TO THE CUMMERCIAL CONCERNS THEMSELVES.

This policy shall be reviewed as circumstances demand.

eonbe A. McNeill,
irkictor of Physical Planning.

April, 1984.
Uevelaopinent Control Group.
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