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WEST LOTHIAN ACCESS FORUM

MINUTE OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11 OCTOBER 2006 AT 4.00PM AT COUNTY BUILDINGS, LINLITHGOW

 “An independent statutory body set up to advise West Lothian Council on access issues under The Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 and on Rights of Way”

Present:

Members

Andy Gibbs


Chairman

Peter Hawkins


Cyclists Touring Club/SPOKES

John Davidson

Scottish Rights of Way & Access Society

Tom Inglis


Scottish Wildlife Trust

John O’Keeve


Scottish Natural Heritage

Val Milne


British Horse Society

Gordon Mutter


Community Council’s Representative

Clark Steele


Community Council’s Representative

Jamie Smart


National Farmers Union Scotland

Pamela McMahon

West Lothian Tourism Group

Carol Campbell

Central Scotland Forest Trust

James Gilmour

Woodland Trust

In Attendance

John Sheldon


West Lothian Council

Hugh Ilgunes


West Lothian Council Ranger Service

George Thompson

Low Port Centre

Tina Bailey


HEPA

David Oldham


West Lothian Council

	
	ACTION

	
	

	1.
Apologies and Introduction of New Members

Apologies were received from Craig Dinwoodie, Derek Fairley and Susan Falconer.


The Chairman welcomed three new members to the Access Forum.  Tina Bailey of the West Lothian Council’s Health Enhancing Physical Activity project and Clark Steele and Gordon Mutter as community council representatives.
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	2. Administration of Forum Minutes and use of the Council’s Website

The Chairman reminded the Forum that it was now an independent body as both the Chair and Secretary are no longer linked to the council.  The Chairman pointed out that once approved by the next meeting of the Forum the minutes would become a public document and be placed on the council’s website.
	

	
	

	
	

	3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 6 March

On Item 3 of the minute JoK asked who in South Queensferry had been approached.  DO responded that it was the Chair of South Queensferry Community Council who had been approached but had not taken up the offer from DO to attend one of their community council meetings.  

Also on Item 3, JD wanted it noted that he had attended the meeting at Cockleroy on January 5 2006.

On Item 5 PH pointed out that care needed to be taken to distinguish between SUSTRANS and SESTRAN which is the South East Scotland Regional Transport Partnership.

With these changes the minute was approved.
	

	
	

	
	

	4. Matters Arising

Under Item 3, the question of community council representation had now been resolved with attendance at that meeting by Gordon Mutter of Bathgate Community Council and Clark Steele of Blackridge Community Council representing both urban and rural communities.

The question of rights of access on the claimed right of way through the farmyard in the Bathgate Hills was still ongoing with a number of members of the Forum’s Steering Group assisting in seeking clarification of this matter.  To date there have been two challenges relating to access in this area under the new access legislation.  However JD is likely to attempt to gather evidence as to use of this claimed right of way which could then be used to either assert or vindicate the route as a formal Right of Way.  JD and JSm were to discuss this matter following on from the Forum meeting.  

A copy of the report placed before the council’s Community Safety Committee, which secured approval of the membership of the Forum and its structure, had been circulated to all Forum members.

Under Item 5 the question of the council’s Quiet Road Study was raised.  DO reported that progress is still slow on this but it is with Graeme Malcolm of the Transportation Team regarding possible funding from the Scottish Executive.
	JD/JSm

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
Under this item on page 4, it was confirmed by DO that details of people who raise access challenges would not be disclosed unless some of them were prepared to come to Court and give evidence.  JS proposed, and it was agreed, that the list of challenges should no longer be put to the Forum as at present.  Updates would only be given to the Steering Group unless particular cases were heading for Court action.

Under this item the question of Land Management Contracts (LMC) was raised and it is clear that although in West Lothian there have been some 40 access applications from the LMC menu by West Lothian farmers, to date only three have approached the Access Officer.  It was agreed that DO should invite a SEERAD representative to come to a future meeting of a Steering Group to discuss this further.
	DO

	
	

	
	

	5.
Core Path Plan

DO made a brief presentation to update the Forum on progress in preparing the plan for the next stage of informal consultation.  Three reports had been prepared during the interim period between the Stage 1 and Stage 2 Consultations.  One report, which had been used for internal consultation within the council, had also included indicative costings.  However, these costings had not been included in the report presented to Forum members for discussion at the meeting.  This was because the costings are purely indicative and other service area staff are being pressed to re-examine these costings and come up with firmer figures on both the capital and revenue implications of the network being put forward.  Finally, DO reported that the third report, which was a very slim paper focussing solely on the cross boundary routes, had been circulated to the adjoining five councils.  A response had been received from all five councils.  As anticipated it is the boundary with both Falkirk and Edinburgh Councils which are  going to throw up the most difficulties.  From the Stage 2 Core Path Plan which Falkirk Council is now consulting on there are more paths coming across from that side than are matched by candidate core paths on the West Lothian side.  With Edinburgh Council the only candidate core path on our side which may cause them some concern is the proposed inclusion of the feeder canal towpath from Almondell Country Park to the Lins Mill Aquaduct on the Union Canal.  To date only Falkirk Council has produced a publicly available plan.

DO tabled a plan which indicated the degree to which the council had moved in response to the request from the public in the Stage 1 Consultation for additional paths to be included in the network.  Only a  minority of routes have been accepted which tended to be ones which were on council land or  where the council already had some  maintenance commitment or monies included in the capital programmes for the next few years.  The more rural routes, particularly those in the Bathgate Hills and the Pentland Hills, had been rejected by the council for this first Core Path Plan.  However, the council recognised that it needed to make a good response to the Stage 1 Consultation and it was proposed to produce a Core Path diagram for the year 2050 which DO tabled for the Forum to consider.

DO tabled comments from Annie Taylor of BHS which expressed her concern that the proposed network of core paths was inadequate in terms of the guidance  that the network should meet the needs of the communities across an access authority’s area.  This view was supported by several members of the Forum.  DO responded to this by indicating that there are severe financial constraints on the council’s Capital and Revenue Budgets. In addition, the council feels that it will take some time for private landowners to be comfortable with the concept of a Core Path going across their land and that communities need time to consider what the priorities are for the establishment of core paths in and around their communities.

DO then tabled the slightly revised leaflet wording and questionnaire which had been amended by Alan Tuffs, the consultant who had assisted DO in the Stage 1 Consultation.  After having time to read that there were several comments, which were accepted, in terms of the wording of the leaflet and questionnaire.  For the plan showing the council’s response to the Stage 1 Consultation it was agreed that the terms “rejected paths” should be amended to indicate that these paths are deferred to future plan reviews.  It was also agreed that these routes should not be shown in red as that was very dominant and should be toned down in colour.  On the Core Path diagram it was agreed that the date for this should be 2030 rather than 2050.  It was felt that this was a more reasonable timescale and in fact the Core Development Areas will have delivered their access networks, some of which will be core paths, by 2030.

To conclude this item it was agreed that all members of the Forum should submit any comments they have to DO within a fortnight of the meeting.  This would give them the opportunity to make more personal or organisational comments which can be added to the audit trail on top of the brief account in the minute of the group discussion at the Forum meeting.  
	

	
	

	
	

	6.
The Council’s Response to Chair’s Letter of February 2006


JS indicated that the letter had led to considerable discussion amongst council officials and that a formal response would be made in the near future.  However, there was already a tangible outcome which, in part, is due to the receipt of that letter in that a Ranger (Access) post is to be established.  This post would be attracting a grant from Scottish Natural Heritage and the Ranger would be appointed alongside the Access Officer working in the Planning Department to resolve existing challenges and through dialogue with communities and land managers seek to reduce the level of new challenges.  The post will work across the whole of West Lothian.
	

	
	

	
	


	
	

	
	

	7. Verbal Progress Report from the Access Officer

a) Upgrading work had been carried out on the north-west section of the Armadale Round Town Path, and on the path at Oakbank Bing in Calderwood Country Park and a new footbridge at Calderwood Country Park near Gasworks Brae in Mid Calder.  There has also been some joint work with Central Scotland Forest Trust on upgrading the River Almond bridle path between Livingston and Easter Breich.

b) There was to be a meeting with Network Rail on the Airdrie-Bathgate railway line on 24th October and there may be the possibility of resolving some of the problem areas particularly the access arrangements around Armadale Station.  PH and DO were to attend.

c) Developments and Core Development Areas 

DO reported that at Winchburgh developers are producing an access strategy. However, the obligation imposed on them by the council that the access provision should go beyond the footprint of the development has caused problems with a major landowner in the area. It was hoped that this could be resolved.

d) Access Challenges
The updated access chart had been sent to members.  The blocking of national cycle route 75 at Blackridge had been dealt with promptly and firmly and the path surface has now been restored and barriers removed.  There is a serious issue at the moment on the Murieston Trail where a landowner has changed access arrangements near his house which has caused a number of complaints.
	


	
	

	
	

	8. Training Event for Forum Members in 2007

It was agreed that a joint event with Falkirk Access Forum would be useful. There would be an opportunity to look at the access work carried out by Callendar Estate over recent and to discuss cross boundary issues in relation to both councils' Core Path Plans.  It was agreed that DO should discuss this with the Access Officer for Falkirk and circulate a suggested date and agenda in due course.
	DO

	
	

	
	

	9. Date of Next Meeting

The date of the meetings in 2007 were not fixed but one will be in March and one in October with the training event possibly being held in April.
	DO/JS

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	10. Any Other Business

Clark Steele asked for the Steering Group to ensure that full advantage is taken of potential developer contributions to enhance the path networks in communities across West Lothian.  It was agreed that this would be taken on board.

The issue of grants to landowners to enhance wildlife was not considered to be relevant to the provision of better access.
	       DO

	
	


DO/HK 30.11.06
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