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WEST LOTHIAN ACCESS FORUM

“An independent statutory body set up to advise West Lothian Council on access issues under The Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 and on Rights of Way”
DRAFT MINUTES of the MEETING of 3 March 2008 at 4pm at County Buildings, Linlithgow

Present

Members

John Davidson

Ramblers/Scotways

Andy Gibbs


Chair

Peter Hawkins


Sec., CTC/Spokes

William Boyle


Councillor, Bathgate Ward

Carol Campbell

Central Scotland Forest Trust

Morag Cadzow

SRPBA

Martin Duncan(pp S Falconer)Pentland Hills Regional Park

Hazel Hay


WL Tourism Forum

Tom Inglis


Scottish Wildlife Trust

Val Milne


British Horse Society

John O'Keefe


SNH

Jamie Smart


NFU Scotland

In attendance

Chris Alcorn


Environment Dept

Tom Duncan


Legal Services

David Oldham


Access Officer

Mary Konik


Ranger Service

George Thomson

Lowport Centre

Anne Gray


Access Officer SRPBA

Derek Fairley (after 5pm)
Lothian and Borders Police

1 Apologies

James Gilmour, Cllr Robert deBold

2 Introduction of Anne Gray, SRPBA Access Officer

Anne Gray described her role, including raising awareness among landowners and managers of the access legislation and liaison with SNH. She is a member of NAF, and supports a network of local SRPBA reps on forums. Current issues include wild camping, and conflict of interest between walkers and stalkers. She seeks to establish the website as a central resource for hillwalkers.

3 Minutes of the Meeting of 8 Oct 2007

With a small amendment (SEERAD has become SGRPID – Scottish Govenment Rural Payments and Inspections Directorate) the Minutes were approved.

4 Matters Arising

(5c) Airdrie-Bathgate Link:: PH has been in touch with Network Rail (NR), who have pro-missed a meeting to deal with cycle issues in March. Current issues are the lengthy and dangerous detour at Armadale Station, and use of a busy minor road to cross the path over from N to S side. DO to attend a meeting with them 20 Mar.    Action: PH, WB, DO
JSm raised issue of landowner denied access to his field at the A801 bridge and accused the Council of a 'cover-up'. DO and Sustrans had declined to attend a meeting on the issue. DO said the Council had no remit to support the landowner and that the dispute is between the landowner and NR and is not within the scope of the access legislation.

(6c) Fauldhouse paths: a meeting was held on 12 Feb attended by 2 councillors and DO. WLC now waiting on the local Community Council advice on what they want.

(8) Police liaison: further discussion on how best to involve the police in Forum work.  DF arrived during the discussion. JSm raised the issue of Police's local knowledge so that they can respond when crime takes place – Call Centre not adequate for this. DF agreed to work on this with JSm.

DF gave out his email address so that Forum members can contact him as need arises.

derek.fairley@lbp.pnn.police.uk
5 Forum Membership

DO reported most organisations had responded to his request on continued membership and representation on the Forum. More were then confirmed among those present, leaving only Clark Steel, Craig Dinwoodie and Gordon Mungall to confirm. There is a vacancy for an Urban Community Cllr.

(At this point the Chair left the room and PH took over as Chair for election of new Chair)

AG was the only nomination for Chair and was elected nem con.

Should Mountain Biking (MB) be represented on the Forum? Much MB is informal, but there are two bodies, the national IMBA and local Scottish MBLA. GT agreed to speak to a colleague who is a member of the latter.


Action:GT
6 Draft Core Paths Plan

DO produced 2 copies of this large-size document, which will be on deposit from 26 March until 18 June for comments and objections. Forum members can obtain a copy (or 2) on request. Copies will be available in libraries and at CIS locations and on the website. There will be an Open Meeting in April (see below) and DO offered to meet user-group reps if required. Comments/ objections can be lodged on a separate form. The Plan includes 'next steps'. In addition to the Plan, an A1-size map of the county (larger scale) showing Core Paths and 'other paths' will be on display at libraries and CIS. 

Draft CPPs from neighbour counties were tabled, and there was brief discussion of the few paths which do not match into a WL path at the boundary.

The Draft Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) was also tabled and DO briefly outlined its role.

7 Open Meeting of the Forum

An Open Meeting, similar to the one held 2 years ago, will take place at the Hilcroft Hotel, E Whitburn, on 24 April, time 6.45 for 7.15pm. An open invitation will be publicised, and invites will also go to Community Councils, Forum members etc. This will be an opportunity to ask questions about the CPP, and make comments.

8 Access Officer Progress Report

The main work in 2007-8 was replacement of footbridge over the Almond at Seafield. The 2008-9 budget will include bridge replacement at City Farm, upgrading of the round-the-loch path at Linlithgow, and possibly of the Dechmont Law paths.

New developments: a meeting about paths at Heartlands has been held. Winchburgh CDA is progressing, while 3 others are at initial stages.

Access Challenges: there has been some progress (at last) at Hopetoun, where the Nethermill Gate is to be bypassed with a gate accessible to walkers and cyclists – but not horses and the disabled. A period of 6 months has been agreed to see if there is sufficient demand from these latter user groups. The muddy slide near Abercorn Church will be upgraded. Pressure from 'Spokes' proved useful in moving matters forward.

At Cockleroy an illegal sign has been removed after a challenge.

TD pointed out that at Kipps Farm the evidence already gathered by Scotways is not strong enough to stand up in a court of law, so if the Council wish to mount a legal challenge the exercise must be repeated with stronger information about use.

At the Murieston Trail the Council took action over the diversion of a watercourse (by the landowner). Evidence of use is now being sought, and Scotways will be involved.

9 AOB

a) Drove Roads: a local rambler has been pressing for drove road signage, but signs would need the agreement of the landowners and the Council intend to discourage this approach. Scotways have established a Heritage Paths Project, which might include drove roads and might even supply funds for upgrading and signage.

b) JSm reiterated the unsatisfactory position for the landowner at the A801 bridge. DO to write to landowner explaining how the Council is not involved in this dispute. Action: DO
10 Date of next meeting

A date around 22 Sept was agreed.

The meeting closed at 6.45pm.

